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THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  COUNTY  PALATINE 

OF  DURHAM. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 

Committee. 

Gentlemen-, 

My  T we  lit}- Second  Animal  Report,  which  I now  present  to  you, 
has  two  important  features;  one  jileasing  in  that  it  records  a better 
state  of  health,  as  judged  by  the  mortality  statistics,  than  has  ever 
before  been  recorded;  the  other  less  satisfactory,  viz.,  the  late  issue 
of  the  report.  1 regret  the  latter  very  much  as  I fully  recognise  that 
the  value  and  interest  of  such  a report  suffer  in  proportion  to  the 
length  of  time  which  elapses  between  the  period  it  deals  with  and 
its  publication.  I can  only  make  the  same  excuse  as  in  the  two 
previous  years,  viz.,  that  other  Avork  of  a more  pressing  nature 
deprived  the  Annual  Report  of  the  immediate  attention  it  ought  to 
have  had.  An  additional  excuse  ])erhaps  is  that  the  report  is  much 
more  comprehensive  than  for  some  years  past  and  contains  some 
vei'y  interesting  statistics  and  observations  based  on  the  recent 
Census  population  to  which  Dr.  A.  G.  R.  Cameron,  my  assistant 
and  deputy,  has  given  very  careful  attention. 

As  regards  the  diminished  death-rate  it  is  worth  stating  as  a 

matter  of  jtublic  interest  that  had  the  death-rate  which  obtained  in 

the  Administrative  County  during  the  live  A'^ears  1891-5  continued 

during  the  year  1912  no  fewer  than  5,290  more  deaths  would  have 

occurred  in  the  latter  A’ear  than  Avere  actuallv  recorded. 

»/  ♦' 

Healthier  houses,  improved  general  sanitation,  a i;)etter  standard 
of  education,  and  greater  temperance  have  all  operated  to  produce 
this  extraordinary  improvement  in  the  public  health  of  the  County. 
All  the  same  I think  it  can  be  stated  without  contradiction  that  much 
of  the  credit  of  this  improvement  is  <lue  to  your  Committee  and  the 
County  Council  avIio  have  for  more  than  tAventy  years  persistently 
pressed  forAvard  y)ublic  health  reforms  and  have  not  hesitated  where 
neeessary  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  on  defaulting  sanitary  anthonties. 


1a 


I am  glad  to  say  tbat  there  is  an  increasing  tendency  on  the 
part  of  the  district  sanitary  authorities  to  erect  workmen’s  dwellings 
under  the  Housing  Acts  in  districts  where  there  is  serious  overcrowd- 
ing and  where  private  building  enterprise  is  not  likely  t-o  remove  the 
deficiency  in  housing  accommodation. 

Another  matter  which  specially  makes  the  year  1912  one  of 

exceptional  public  health  interest  was  the  passing  of  the  National 

Insurance  Act  and  the  institution  of  the  Countv  Scheme  for  the 

«/ 

Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis. 

Once  again  1 have  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Cliairman  and  Gentlemen, 
for  the  kindness  and  consideration  you  have  invariably  shewn  to  me 
and  I also  desire  to  thank  the  district  sanitary  otiicials  for  the  willing 
help  I have  received  from  them,  and  between  Avhom  and  myself  the 
best  relations  continue. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  EUSTACE  HILL. 

February,  1914. 
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AREA  AND  DENSITY. 

The  Administrative  County  of  Durham  comprises  30  urban 
districts,  of  which  5 are  municipal  l>oroughs,  Id  rural  districts  and 
2 port  sanitaiy  districts. 

The  area  is  637,672  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  and  assuming 
even  distribution  the  number  of  persons  per  square  mile  at  the  time 
of  the  Census  of  1911,  was  896  or  O’ 68  acres  per  person.  If  the 
County  Boroughs  are  included  the  number  of  persons  per  square 
mile  would  be  1,383  as  against  618  in  England  and  Wales. 

ALTERATIONS  IN  THE  AREA. 

Since  1911  there  has  been  no  alteration  either  in  the  area  of 
the  Administrative  County  or  in  any  of  the  individual  sanitary 
districts,  but  the  following  are  the  principal  changes  which  have 
occurred  during  the  intercensal  period  1901-11  :• — 

By  the  County  Borough  of  HartleiDool  Order,  1902,  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  1st  October,  1902,  West  Hartlepool  Municipal 
Borough  was  created  a County  Borough.  The  area  of  the  Borough 
was  2,684-  acres,  and  its  population  at  the  1901  Census  62,627. 

By  another  order,  which  came  into  operation  on  9th  November, 
1901,  a part  of  the  South  Shields  Kural  District  (part  of  the 
civil  parish  of  Harton)  was  taken  over  by  the  South  Shields  County 
Borough.  This  addition  was  355  acres  in  extent  and  its  population 
at  the  Census  of  1901,  3,595.  Between  1901  and  1911  the  area  of 
the  Administrative  County,  by  these  altei'ations,  was  therefore 
reduced  by  3,039  acres. 

There  have  been  other  alterations  of  boundaries  dm-ing  the 
period  under  review,  but  these  have  been  to  individual  sanitary 
districts  and  have  not  affected  the  area  of  the  Administrative 
County.  Thus,  by  a Local  Government  Board  Order  which  came 
into  operation  on  April  1st,  1909,  part  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural 
District  was  made  an  Urban  District,  and  similarly  on  the  1st 
October,  1901,  part  of  the  Blaydon  Urban  District  was  transferred 
to  the  Lanchester  Rural  District  and  pari  of  the  latter  district 
transferred  to  the  former. 

The  only  other  important  alteration  was  in  Durham  where,  by 
an  Order  which  came  into  operation  on  the  9th  November,  1905, 


the  Municipal  Borough  was  extended  so  as  to  include  parts  of  the 
civil  parishes  of  Framwellgate  Moor  and  Neville’s  Cross,  which  were 
then  in  the  adjoining  Durham  Rural  District. 


POPULATION  AT  THE  1911  CENSUS. 

At  the  Census  of  1901  the  population  of  the  Administrative 
Countv  as  enumerated  was  768,024-,  and  at  the  last  Census  this 
ligure  rose  to  929,214.  There  has  therefore  been  an  increase  in 
the  population  of  161,190  or  21*0  per  cent,  as  against  13*9  per  cent, 
in  the  preceding  ten  years. 


DURHAM. 

Area  in 
Acres 
( Land 
and 
Inland 
Water). 

Population. 

Increase  per 
cent,  in  Popu- 
lation in  inter- 
censal  periods. 

1901. 

1911. 

Persons. 

Persons. 

1891 

to 

1901. 

1901 

to 

1911. 

Administrative  County 

and  4 County  Boroughs 

649,244 

1,187,474 

1,369,860 

16-8 

15-4 

Administrative  County 

^nly 

637,672 

768,024 

929,214 

13-9 

21-0 

Ihe  Census  returns  show  that  the  decennial  rate  of  increase 
in  England  and  Wales  was  10*9  per  cent,  or  1*28  per  cent,  less  than 
the  preceding  ten  years  ; that  this  rate  w’as  the  lowest  met  with  since 
the  date  of  the  first.  Census  in  1801  ; and  it  is  suggested  that  the 
decline  in  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  population  Avas  due  to  loss  by 
emigration. 


The  Census  report  gives  tables  comparing  the  rate  of  growth  of 
population  in  certain  Counties  which  are  mainly  commercial  and 
industrial  and  in  other  Counties  classibed  as  agricultural.  In  the 
majority  of  the  hitter  Counties  the  tables  shoAv  an  accelerated  rate 
of  increase,  whereas  in  all  but  tlnee  of  the  Counties  coming  under 
the  first  category  there  has  been  a reduced  rate  of  increase. 


of 


In  the  commercial  and  industrial  group  is  included  the  County 
|)u)haoi^  but  ou  referring  to  the  t a file  given  aliOA’e  it  will  be  seen 
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that  it  is  in  the  Geographical  and  not  in  the  xVdministrative  County 
that  there  has  been  a reduction  in  the  rate  of  increase. 

In  thie  next  table  the  population  of  the  several  sanitary 
districts  in  the  Administrative  County  is  compared  and  the  rates  of 
increase  or  decrease  during  the  past  decennimn  are  shown.  One 
sanitary  district  increased  over  70  %,  4 increased  over  50  %,  2 over 
40  4 over  30  %,  5 over  20  %,  14  over  10  %,  and  10  under  10  %. 

One  rural  district  (Weardale)  decreased  0‘6  %,  and  3 urban  districts 
from  I'l  % 9*3  namely  Hartle]>ool  (0'3  %),  Jarrow  (1’7  %), 

and  Tow  Law  fh‘1  %). 

Among  the  urban  districts  the  greatest  increase  was  at  Stanley 
(71'9  %),  Blaydon  (57*3  %),  Seaham  Harbour  (55  %),  and  Ryton 
(53*2  %),  while  in  the  case  of  rural  districts,  Sedgefield  increased 
65*5  %,  Easingtoii  48*0  %,  South  Shields  34*2  2^,  and  Chester-le- 
Street  30*9  3L 
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Increa.se 

1911. 

Census  Populati<»n. 

(+)  or 
Decrease 

( \ i\i 

Percent- 

A verage 

Averaige 

Number 

TKBAN  DISTUICTS, 

i 

j 

! 

1901. 

1 

1911. 

) OI 

Dopnla- 

tion 

between 
1901  and 
1911. 

Increa.se 

or 

Decrease. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Number 

of 

Persons 

per 

Acre, 

Number 

of 

Private 

Families. 

of  Pensons 
per 

Private 

Tenement 

or 

Family. 

Darlington  Borough  

44,511 

1 

55,631  j 

1 

11,120 

I 

25  0 

3,956 

14  0 

12,241 

4-4 

Durham  ,,  

16,151 

17,550 

-i- 

1.399 

87 

1,066 

16-4 

3,677 

4-2 

Hartlepool  ,,  

22,723 

20,615  ! 

— 

2,102 

93 

735 

28  0 

4,215 

4-7 

Jarrow  ,,  

34,295 

33,726  1 

— 

.^69 

17 

783 

43  0 

6,872 

4-8 

Stockton  , , 

51,478 

52,154  1 

676 

1-3 

2,935 

17  7 

10,633 

4 8 

Ann  field  Plain  

12,481 

16,552 

+ 

1,071 

32-6 

3,489 

4-7 

3,140 

5-2 

Barnard  Castle  

4,421 

4,757 

-•i- 

336 

7 6 

560 

8-4 

1,041 

4T 

Benfieldside 

/ ^40  / 

8,355 

+ 

898 

12  0 

1,525 

5 4 

1,710 

4-7 

Bishop  Auckland.  

11,969 

13,834 

-i 

1,865 

15-6 

691 

200 

2,942 

4-4 

Blavdon  

19,794 

31,139 

•r 

11,345 

57-3 

9,314 

3-3 

5,822 

5-3 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  

15,573 

17,667 

•f 

2,094 

13  4 

6,669 

26 

3,466 

5-1 

Chester-le-Street  • • 

11,753 

14,712 

+ 

2,959 

25-2 

2,511 

5-8 

2,956 

4-8 

Consett  

9,694 

11,207 

+ 

1,513 

15-6 

1,005 

111 

2,229 

4-9 

Crook  

11,471 

12,308 

+ 

837 

7 3 

4,056 

30 

2,531 

4-8 

Felling  

22,467 

25,026 

2,559 

11-4 

2,684 

9-3 

5,246 

4-7 

Hebburn  

20,901 

21,763 

862 

41 

1,241 

17-5 

4,254 

50 

Hetton-le-Hole  

13,673 

15,678 

+ 

2,005 

14  7 

1,617 

9-6 

3,163 

4-9 

Houghton-le-Spring  

7,858 

9,753 

4- 

1 ,895 

24  1 

1,551 

6-2 

1,971 

4-8 

Lcadgate  

4,657 

4,990 

"i' 

333 

7-2 

1,836 

2-7 

1,025 

4-8 

Rvton  

8,452 

12,948 

+ 

4,496 

53-2 

5.169 

2*5 

2,592 

4-9 

Scab  am  Ha  rbour  

10,163 

15,757 

4- 

5,594 

55  0 

1,101 

143 

3,153 

4-9 

Shildon  

11,759 

13.488 

+ 

],729 

14  7 

1,066 

126 

3,011 

4 '4 

Southwick-on-Wear  

12,643 

13,784 

4- 

1,141 

9-8 

856 

16  1 

2,764 

50 

Spen  nymoor  

16,665 

17,909 

4- 

1,244 

7*5 

3,388 

5-2 

3,576 

4 9 

Stanhope  

1,964 

2,010 

-1- 

46 

2-3 

216 

9-3 

440 

43 

Stanley  

1.3,554 

23,294 

+ 

9,740 

71-9 

3,593 

6-4 

4,500 

5T 

Tanfieid  

8,276 

10,101 

+ 

1,825 

22- 1 

4,779 

20 

2,040 

4-9 

Tow  Law  

4,371 

4,324 

— 

47 

1-1 

477 

90 

929 

4T) 

Whickham  

12.852 

18,332 

1 

"V 

5,480 

42-6 

5,914 

3 0 

3,670 

4-9 

Willington  

7,887 

8,731 

4- 

844 

10  7 

3,793 

2*3 

1,7.35 

5 0 

RURAL  DISTRICT'S. 

Auckland  — 

51,505 

58,338 

4- 

6,833 

1 3-3 

57,334 

10 

11,988 

4 8 

Barnard  Castle  

10,924 

11,681 

4 

757 

6-9 

79  961 

OT 

2,564 

4 4 

Chester-le-Street  

48,799 

63,878 

+ 

15,079 

30  9 

32,109 

1-9 

12,763 

4-9 

Darlington  

; 9,591 

10,914 

1,.323 

13  8 

42,019 

0 2 

2,449 

4-4 

Durham  

1 26,989 

30,790 

4- 

3,801 

141 

30,871 

0-9 

6,1.36 

50 

Easington  

i 40,562 

60,040 

+ 

19,478 

48  0 

37,018 

1-6 

11,345 

5 2 

Hartlepool  

1 2,884 

3,355 

471 

16-3 

19,090 

0-1 

498 

4-8 

Houghton  

1 19,316 

25,527 

6,211 

1 32-2 

1.3,192 

19 

5,073 

5 0 

LanchovSter  

27,081 

32.235 

-1- 

5. 1 54 

! 19-0 

61,151 

06 

6.093 

5T 

Sedgefield  

20,355 

33,697 

4- 

1 3,342 

! 65-5 

j 45,006 

0-7 

6 232 

5'i 

South  Shields  

10,790 

14.481 

i + 

3,691 

34  2 

12,073 

11 

2,724 

4-8 

Stockton  

14,819 

17.530 

: + 

2,705 

18  3 

34,539 

05 

3,759 

4 6 

Sunderland  

22,786 

29,002 

-f 

6,216 

27-3 

6,980 

4 1 

5,595 

50 

Weardale  

9,710 

, 9,651 

— 

59 

0'6 

97,753 

0 1 

2,252 

4-2 

ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

' 768,024 

929,214 

i 1 

61,190 

210 

637,672 

1 4 

187,014 

4-87 

5 BOROUGHS  

169,158 

179.676 

+ 

10,518 

6-2 

9,475 

18-9 

37,638 

4 60 

25  URBAN  DISTRICTS  

282,755 

348,419 

.4- 

65,664 

23  2 

69,101 

50 

69,905 

4-92 

TOTAL  URBAN  DISTRICT'S. 

451,913 

528,095 

76,182 

16-8 

78,576 

6'7 

107,543 

481 

TOTAL  RURAL  DISTRICTS.. 

316,111 

401,119 

85,008 

1 26*9 

! 

559,096 

07 

79,471 

4-95 

TENEMENTS  AND  PRIVATE  FAMILIES. 


Definition.— X dwelling  or  tenement  is  deiined  in  the  report  of  the 
Registrar-General  as  a place  in  which  any  person  entitled  to  receive 
a schedule  usually  lives.”  The  persons  regarded  as  heads  of 
families  and  entitled  to  receive  schedules  were  in  the  instructions 
issued  to  the  enumerators  stated  to  Ix' : — - 

(a)  Every  head  of  a family  occupying  the  whole  or  part  of  a 
house  or  flat. 


(b)  Every  separate  lodger  occupying  a room  or  rooms  in  a house 
or  flat  (where  two  or  more  lodgers  share  a room,  or  rooms,  they  were 
treated  for  census  purposes  as  a single  family). 

(c)  Every  resident  caretaker  of  a house  to  be  let,  of  a shop  or 
other  business  premises  or  of  a public  building  ; 


(d)  Every  outdoor  servant  (with  or  without  family)  occupying 
separately  any  building  or  rooms  in  a building  such  as  a lodge, 
gardener’s  cottage  : 


as 


The  familie.s  coming  under  the  foregoing  headings  were  regarded 
‘‘private  families”  and  the  following  as  ^■non-private 


families  ” : — 

(e)  Eveiy  lesident  pro])riet(tr,  manager  or  head  of  an  hotel, 
club,  business  establishment,  school,  etc. 


(f)  The  chief  resident  officer  of  every  institution. 

(g)  The  master  or  person  in  charge  of  every  barge,  boat  or 
other  vessel. 


N.Ii. — In  the  ease  of  those  coming  under  (e)  an  exception  is 
made  and  the  premises  treated  as  '■  private  when  the  domestic 
members  of  the  occupier’s  family  <'xceed  the  non-domestic  (i.e.,  trade 
s<*rvants,  visitors,  scholars,  etc.). 

BUILDINGS  USED  AS  DWELLINGS. 


In  the  table  given  hereunder  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number 
of  inhabited  buildings  at  the  time  of  the  Census  was  174,747,  and 
of  these  160,930  were  ordinary  dwelling-houses.  6,017  blocks  of 
flats,  5,291  shops,  and  the  remainder  hotels,  inns,  offices,  warehouses, 
institutions,  etc. 


Tlic  taijlt'  aliso  yliows  that  tlie  ]jO}Ailation  living  in  these  dwellings 
was  929,214,  and  that  of  these  818, o2l  or  88  per  cent,  lived  in 
ordinary  dwelling-houses,  5G,224,  or  6 per  cent,  in  flats,  25,80G  or 
2‘7  per  cent,  in  shops,  15,431  or  I’G  per  cent,  in  334  institutions, 
and  the  remainder-  in  hotels,  vessels,  offices,  cte. 


The  174,747  inhabited  buildings  were  occupied  by  187,805 
families  or  separate  occupiers;  of  thesy  187,014  came  within  the 
definition  of  ‘‘  private  families^’  the  population  of  the  same  amonnt- 
ing  to, 910,921,  the  “ non-private  being  18,293. 


Administrative  County. 

Number 

of 

Inhabited 

Dwellings. 

! 

Separate 

Occupiers. 

Population 

Unin 

habited. 

In  course 

of  con- 

struction. 

Ordinary  Dwellings  ... 

160,930 

167,459 

818,521 

6,563 

1,501 

Blocks  of  Flats*^ 

6,017 

11,893 

56,224 

161 

100 

Shops  

5,291 

5,537 

25,806 

236 

63 

Hotels,  Inns,  Public 

Houses  

1,707 

1,715 

9,451 

23 

• * » 

Offices,  W arehouses,  etc. 

167 

168 

714 

9 

4 

Institutions 

334 

370 

15,431 

11 

8 

Others  

301 

312 

1,40S 

12 

8 

Vessels,  Shed*  

. . . 

351 

1,660 

• • • 

. . . 

174,747 

187,805 

929,214 

7,015 

1,684 

Separate  Flats  ^ in- 
cluded in  the  6017 
Blocks  

11,806 

11,893 

56,224 

1,674 

206 

TENEMENTS  IN  THE  OCCUPATION  OF  PRIVATE 

FAMILIES. 


8/he  of  Tcne)nerit.‘<, — In  thtr  table  given  l>tduw  the  tenements  of 
various  sizes  in  the  />c<'iipation  of  juivate  families  in  the  Admin- 
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istrative  County  of  Durham  are  compareJ  with  England  and  Wales. 
The  most  noticeable  feature  of  this  table  is  the  predominance  of  the 
smaller  tenements  in  the  County, 


ac 

O 

^ 
aj  2 

! 

1 

No.  of  Private 
Tenements. 

1 

1 

Percentage  of  Total  Private 
Tenements. 

o G 

O H 

Durham. 

England  and 
Wales. 

1 

4,004 

21  ^ 

3-2  ' 

0 

w 

40,345 

2D6 

to 

> 6 
lO 

8-3 

" iO 

3 

50,313 

26«9  ; 

- 

13-9  i 

4 

52,496 

28-1  ^ 

25  0 

5 

19,112 

10-2 

o 
> cc 

O' 

207 

■ Oi 
iO 

6 

8,762 

4-7  , 

13-7  , 

7 

1 5,040 

! 

2 7 

5-9 

8 

9 

I 2,875 

1 

i 

1,697 

■ 

1 -5 

0-9 

s ^ 

3-5 

2*0 

IN 

> lO 

10  or 

more 

2,370 

1-3, 

3-8  ^ 

187,014 

100-0 

■ 

100-0 

the  taljle  shows  that  2’]  of  the  tenements  in  Durham  are. 
l-rooined,  21  U)  2-roomed,  and  2()’9  y'j  -Croomed.  Tlic‘  ju'oportion 
of  tenement.s  of  less  than  iotii'  rooms  is  therefore  oO'  ()  % of  the  total 
as  against  do'd  °/  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  only  one  othei’  County  in  Englaml  and  Wales  does  the  ]jro- 
portion  of  2 and  o-roomed  tenements  exceed  Durham,  and  next  to 
Xorthumberland  and  London,  Durham  has  the  highest  proportion  of 
tenements  of  less  than  4 rooms  and  the  lowest  proportion  of  4 to  G. 
In  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  4 to  6-rooraed 
tenements  is  43’0  as  against  o9‘4  /f,  for  the  whole  country.  In 


only  six  coimties  is  tlio  proportion  of  4 to  O-ioomed  ienonionls  loss 
than  half.  With  respect  to  tenements  of  more  than  6 rooms, 
compared  with  other  counties  Durham  comes  lowest  with  6’4  per 
cent,,  the  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wale.s  being  15*2. 

A high  proportion  of  small  tenements,  the  Registrar  General 
IX)ints  out,  may  be  due  to  (a)  a large  number  of  small  houses,  (b)  to 
a large  amount  of  sub-letting  or  to  both  of  these  causes  In  Durham 
the  amount  of  aub-lettin»  is  below  the  average  for  the  whole  country. 

T/ic  Commonetif.  Size  of  Tenement. — On  referring  again  to  the  table 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  most  numerous  class  of  tenement  is  the  4-,  3- 
and  2-roomed  tenement,  the  proportion  being  28*1  %,  26*9  %,  and 
21*6  % in  the  order  mentioned.  For  the  country  taken  as  a whole  the 
highest  proportions  are  those  of  4 and  5 rooms. 

Number  of  Personfi  occujrylng  Tenements  of  various  Sizes. — In  the 
following  table  the  number  of  persons  and  the  proportion  per  cent, 
of  the  total  living  in  the  various  sized  tenements  are  compared  with 
those  in  England  and  Wales. 

Amongst  other  points  of  interest  the  table  brings  out  the  fact 
that  as  in  England  and  Wales  the  largest  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham  f30*7  %)  live  in 
tenements  of  four  rooms. 


S 

S a 

o ^ 

S 1 

M-l  V 

Number  of 
Persons. 

Percentage  of  the  Total 
enumerated  living  in  Private 
Tenements. 

o a 

O 

25 

Durham. 

England  and 
Wales, 

1 

10,161 

11 

1-4 

o 

167,689 

18-4 

61 

3 

244,845 

26-9 

12-8 

4 

280,490 

30-7 

24*7 

5 

100,214 

11  0 

22-4 

6 

43,422 

4*8 

14-8 

1 

25,665 

2-8 

6-4 

8 

15,047 

1*7 

40 

9 

9,043 

1-0 

2-3 

1 0 or 

more 

14,345 

16 

5-1 

Total 

910,921 

1000 

100-0 

M) 


I’hc  [ii’eov.ding  table  aisc)  show  s Ihat  alt  lioiigli  ihu  liain  conLairas  a 
iiigli  propr.'rtioii  ui'  small  tcnoiiients  ilie  propurtien  liriug  in  tlio 
1 -roomed  tonemont  m only  I’l  % and  is  less  than  for  the  coirntry  as 
a whole. 


Siy:  of  the  following  Labile  the  ttvriemerjts  are 

classified  aocordine'  to  tlie  ski-  of  tlie  family  oceiip^ing  them. 


No  of 
I’er.sons  per 
Family. 

1 

t 

Number  of 
Familie.s. 

Percentage  of  the  Total  Number  1 
of  Families. 

Durham. 

1 England  and 

i Wales. 

1 

1 

4 783 

2 6 

5 3' 

1 

2 

22,251 

11-9 

f 

16-2 

! o 

i o 

3 

32,813 

17  5 

CO 

! 19*4 

- 

4 

33,509 

17-8  ' 

18-1 

05 

5 

28,904 

15-5 

14  4 

04 

6 

22,549 

12-1 

10-4  J 

i 

16,386 

8-8  t 

6 9 ^ 

8 

11,192 

6-0 

CO 

4-3 

04 

9 

7,049 

3 8 ^ 

■ 04 

2-5 

10  or 

04 

1—* 

more 

7,518 

4-1; 

2-5; 

' 

; 

i 

187,014 

100-0 

100-0 

The  table  shows  that  only  2' 6 % of  the  families  in  Durham 
consist  of  families  of  1 person,  as  against  5’3  % in  England  and 
Wales;  that  11*9  % consist  of  families  of  2 persons,  17‘5  % of 
families  of  three  persons,  and  a nearly  equal  proportion  (17'8  %)  of 
4 persons,  the  latter  sized  family  in  this  County  l:)eing  the  most 
numerous ; in  England  and  Wales  it  will  be  noted  that  it  is  the  family 
of  3 which  preponderates.  Jn  Durham  just  over  50  % of  the  families 
consist  of  5 persons  and  over — in  England  and  Wales  the  proportion 
is  about  10  % less.  Compared  whth  other  counties  in  England  and 
Wales  the  Census  returns  show  that  wliile  Durham  has  the  smallest 
propoidion  of  large  sized  tenements  it  is  one  of  three  couniies 
having  the  highest  ]>roportion  of  large  (over  6 persons)  and  medium 
sizesl  (-1  to  ())  families. 


77/e  r<>piilatlo]i  of  Hie  varioM^  sized  Fuinilies.~]\]  the  following 
table  is  a stotement  showing  ihe  inunbor  of  persons  in  the  various 
sized  families  given  in  the  preceding  table. 


Nil  label'  of 

Persons  per 

Faiiiilv. 

■ 

Number  of 
Persons  m 
Families  of 
Various  sizes. 

Percentage  of  Persons  in  the 
various-sized  Families  to  the  tota 
in  Private  Families. 

Durham. 

England  and 
Wales. 

1 

4,783 

0-52 

1-22 

•) 

44,502 

4-89 

7-42 

n 

O 

98,439 

10-81 

13-28 

4 

134.036 

14-71 

16  64 

b 

144,820 

15-90 

1 6 55 

r, 

135,294 

14 '86 

11-27 

114,702 

1 2 60 

11-1-5 

s 

89,536 

9-82 

7 97 

9 

63.441 

6-97 

5 22 

It)  or  more 

81,368 

8-92 

6-28 

910,921 

100-0 

100  0 

On  examining  tlie  Tal)k‘  given  above  it  will  l/e  seen  tliat  in  the 
Administrative  County  of  Durham  the  family  of  b contains  the 
highest  [)i’opc)ti(»n  (lo'D  (tf  the  j)opulation,  and  that  the  family 
nf  4 and  t!  which  comes  next  contains  about  an  equal  |)roportion, 
namely.  14'T  and  I 4‘S  p<'r  ceni . 

I lius  t hi“  aixive  table  and  the  preceding  one'  brjiig  out  the  fact 
that  in  Durham  it  is  tin'  familii'S  of  1 and  in  Kngland  and  Whiles  the 
families  of  .>  whn'h  are  the  most  numi'rous,  but  that  it  is  the  families 
of  o in  Durhatn  and  tlu'  families  of  4 in  Ungland  and  tVales  wiiich 
('ontain  ilu'  largv'St  ]iropoi'fion  of  fht'  pO])ulation. 


Averayr  nuniher  of  (k'evpanis  per  Trnnncnt  and  per  Room. — Tn 
tlu'  followitig  table  the  iiccommodation  in  the  various  sized 
tenements  in  Dttrham  is  compared  with  England  and  Wales.  The 
table  shows  thtii  the  averagt^,  number  of  |)ersoiis  in  the  ] to  O-room 
tenements  was  4'8,),  in  the  total  ‘’iirivate^’  tenements  4'87.  and  in 
all  tenements  (i.e.,  private  and  non-])rivate)  4-94;  in  England  and 
’Wales  the  corresponding  figures  are  4'29,  4n35,  and  4’b5. 


Tlu'  avc'j’age  nnjubt'r  f)f  ot-cupaiiis  per  rocaii  in  leiieiuents  of  1 
to  .9  IS  1'81,  tlie  proportion  raiiginp  from  2'.>1  in  tiie  1 -roomed 
fenomeiit  to  U'o!:)  in  the  tenements  of  8 rooms.  On  comparing  the 
tig'ures  '^dth  those  tor  the  trhole  country  it  tvill  he  seen  that  in  each 
of  the  various  sized  tenements  in  the  Administrative  County 
tlie  average  number  of  persons  is  in  excess  of  those  of 
England  and  Wales,  the  greatest  disprop»oii;ion  being  in  the  tenements 
of  1 to  5 rooms,  the  excess  amounting  to  as  much  as  34-  and  31  per 
cent,  in  the  “ tenements  ■ ' of  1 and  2 rooms. 


Table  showing  the 


average  number  of  Persons  per  Tenement 


and  per  lloom. 


Number 

of 

Rooms 

per 

Tenement 

Number 

of 

Private 

Temnnent.s. 

i Number  of 

1 Occupants 
j in  eacli 
j Tenement. 

Average  Number 
of  Occupants  per 
Tenement. 

Average  Number 
of  Occupants  per 
Room. 

Average 
No.  of 
Occupants 
per  Room, 
Ratio  of 
' Durham  to 

Durham. 

England 

and 

Wale.s. 

Durham. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

England  and 
Wale.s,  the 
la  iter  taken 
as  100. 

1 

4,004 

10,161 

2 ’54 

1-90 

2 '5  4 

1-90 

134 

2 

40,345 

167,689 

4-16 

3 18 

2 08 

1-59 

131 

3 

50,3  3 

244,845 

4-86 

3-99 

1’62 

1-33 

122 

4 

52,496 

280,490 

5-36 

4 32 

1-34 

1 08 

124 

5 

19,il2 

100.214 

5-25 

4-75 

1 05 

0-95 

no 

6 

8,762 

43,422 

4’H8 

4-68 

0’s3 

078 

106 

'T 

4 

5,040 

25  665 

5T1 

4-76 

073 

0>'8 

107 

8 

2,875 

15,047 

5-20 

488 

0 H5 

0-61 

106 

9 

1,697 

9,043 

5-31 

5-04 

0-59 

0 56 

105 

1 to  9 

184,644 

896,576 

4-85 

4-29 

1-34 

0 95 

141 

10  or 

more 

2,370 

14,345 

... 

... 

! 

... 

Private 

187,014 

910,921 

4-87 

4-35 

Non- 

i 

Private 

791 

1 

18,293 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

187,805 

929,214 

4-94 

4 55 

... 

... 

Compared  with  other  counties  Durham  has  the  unenviable 
distinction  of  having  the  highest  projjortion  of  occupants  per  room 
in  tenements  of  I to  9 rooms,  the  next  highest  being  Northumberland 
(1‘29)  and  the  lowest  is  the  Isle  of  Wight  (0*73),  Cardiganshire  and 
the  Soke  of  Peterborough  (O’ 79). 


^Iccoiit inoJdl Ion. — Tlic  in’ccediiig  tables  give  particulars 
relating  to  the  miinljcr  ot‘  families  ‘and  persons  living  in  tonen.ionts 
of  various  sizes.  The  in(|uiry  has  Ix'cn  pursued  furtlier,  and  the 
following  table  shows  the  numlx'r  of  jjersons  living  under  various 
conditions  of  room  accommodation,  froir)  which  it  will  Ik-  seen  (a) 
tliat  14'J  % of  the  occupants  of  the  1-  to  9-rooined  tenements  ar<‘ 
housed  under  conditions  which  allow  them  on  an  average  more  than 
one  room  each,  (b)  that  ITT  % liave  one  room  eacli,  (c)  that  44’T  % 
liave  Iialf  a i‘oom  each,  i.e.,  two  persons  per -room,  and  (d)  that 
ii8’b  yti  of  tht‘  ];»opulation  <ai‘e  lioused  in  tenements  ■which  allow  less 
than  an  average  of  one  room  for  iwery  two  persons. 

On  examining  th(‘  figures  relating  to  hngland  and  Wales  it  will 
]>e  S(H‘n  that  tlie  avei-age  rooni  accommodation  of  oTT  ‘V)  <>f  the 
pt»pulation  li\ing  in  ttmenKUits  ot‘  ( to  9 rooms  is  ntoi'e  than  I riKtin 
per  oei‘U[iant , and  that  lo  T,  tiave  one  room  each,  so  that  Tb’7  of 
t tie  |)o|julation  in  Tngland  and  Wales,  as  against  onlv  ‘JoUj  in 
Durham  liave  house  accotnmodatioii  eipial  to  at  least  one  room  ]ier 
person . 

('onijiared  with  other  parts  of  the  country,  no  other  county  lias 
so  small  it  proportion  of  the  population  living  under  such  a standard 
oi  comfort  ' ’ as  one  person  or  less  jier  mom,  and  the  amcunt  of  ovei'- 
crowding  (i.e.,  over  two  persons  per  room)  is  onlv  exceeded  Ity  a 
decimal  fraction  iit  one  other  cotmty. 
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Table  allowing  the  number  of  jx^rsons  and  the  proportion  per 
cent,  of  population  in  private  families  living  under 
various  conditions  of  Room  Accommodation. 


1 Proportion  per  cent. 

1 

1 

1 Durham. 

L 

England  and 
Wales. 

1 

3'7 1 

9-71 

1 ^ 

10-4J 

22-Oj 

eo 

11-4] 

oo 

15-0^ 

I-' 

2M 

‘S 

23-2 

1 

' 2S'3 

lO 

15  9 

lO 

• 12-2 

4-81 

9‘3 

2 “8 

7™«J 

3-9 

s 6o 

S'! 

0-8 

1 

. 1 

•>-lJ 

I ..  . 

0-7, 

1-6 

5-1 

lOO-O 

100*0 

Tenements  of  1 to  9 Rooms. 


Average  Number  of  Persons 
per  Room. 


Up  to  and  including  a | 

Over  J but  leas  than  1 i 

1 person  per  room  * 

Over  1 but  not  over  ...i 
li  ,.  2 ...I 

H ...I 


5) 

J? 

35 

S> 


o 


3i 
3 3 


3 


3 but  less  than  4 
4 persons  per  room  and  over 


Tenements  of  over  9 rooms  I 


Number  of 
Persons. 


33,704 

94,736 

103,845 

192,204 

212,245 

111.132 

84,716 

35,526 

28,238 

14,575 

9)0,921 


Overcrowdinrf. — In  the  following  table  the  statistics  relating  to 
overcrowding  are  gone  into  more  fully,  and  the  various  sized  tene- 
ments, housing  more  tlian  two  persons  |»er  room  (28*5  of  thi; 
population  in  private  faTiiilies)  are  shown. 

t)it  examining  the  talde  it  Avill  be  seen  that,  of  the  187,014 
iriicnients  occupied  by  private  families,  34,757  or  18'58  % contained 
more  than  two  persons  per  room,  as  against  5'4  % iti  Rngland  and 
Wales.  The  tenements  so  (^couyaed  are  chiefly  the  2 and  3-roomed 
tenements  repressenting  8’ 10  % and  5' 06  % of  tlie  total  private; 
tenements,  as  against  1'7  % Kngland  and  Wales. 

At  the  time',  of  the.'  OeJisus  tlie  tone'iiients  ANith  more  than  two 
occupants  peer  room  housed  28'5  % of  the  population  living  in  private 
families;  in  England  and  Wales  the  propjortiou  was  O'l  The 
overcrowded  2-roomed  tenement  houseel  03,061  pie'i'sous,  and  the 
3-roomed  teticmcnt  80,817  ; the  twe>  together,  representing  70  % of 
the  overcrowded  tencrnentK,  housed  20‘.|7  % of  the  pojudation  living 
in  private  families. 
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In  ten  sanitary  districts  in  this  County  tiie  overcrowding 
amounted  to  10  to  '20  j>er  cent,  of  the  population  living  in  private 
families,  in  15  districts  it  was  fj-om  20  to  30  })er  cent.,  in  11  districts 
it  ranged  from  30  to  40  per  cent.,  and  in  5 districts  it  was  over  40 
per  cent.  The  overci'owding  was  greater  in  the  rural  than  in  the 
urban  districts. 


Number 

of 

Rooms 

per 

Tenement 

[ 

j Number 
of 

Tenements. 

Private 

families-  Tenements  with  moic  than  two  occupants 
per  room. 

N umber. 

Proportion  per  cent, 
to  total  Private 
Tenements. 

Population. 

Proportion  per  cent, 
to  total  Population 
in  Private  Families. 

Durham. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Durham. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

1 

4,004 

1,763 

0 94 

0 72 

6,796 

0-74 

0-61 

o 

40  345 

15,152 

8-10 

1-70 

9.3,961 

10  31 

2-32 

3 

50,313 

11,045 

5 96 

1-63 

89817 

9-86 

2*91 

4 

52,496 

6,163 

3-29 

r03 

61,521 

6'75 

2 29 

5 

19,112 

587 

0-31 

0-28 

6,903 

0*75 

0-75 

6 

8,762 

43 

0 02 

O-OD 

580 

006 

1 

7 

5,040 

4 

0-00 

0-00 

60 

O'OO 

\ 016 

8 

2,875 

• • • 

« ♦ ♦ 

. . . 

J 

9 

1,697 

. . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

10  or 

more 

2,370 

... 

... 

... 

... 

187,014 

34,757 

18 -58 

5'4 

259,633 

28-5 

91 

SUMMARY. 


1.  — In  Durham,  as  in  England  and  Wales,  the  most  numerous 
class  of  tenement  is  the  4 -roomed  tenement. 

2.  — In  Durham,  as  in  England  and  Wales,  the  largest  propor- 
tion of  the  population  live  in  4-roomed  tenements. 

3.  — In  Durham,  families  of  4 persons  are  the  most  numerous, 
whereas  in  England  and  Wales  it  is  the  family  of  3. 

1. — In  Durham,  the  families  of  5,  and  in  England  and  Whales  the 
families  of  4,  are  responsible  for  the  largest  proportion  of  the 
population. 

5. — In  Durham,  ns  In  England  and  Wales,  the  2-roomed  tene- 
ment is  the  inost.  numei'ous  class  of  tenement,  liousing  more  tlian  two 
jiersons  per  I'oom. 
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G. — Durham  is  the  third  highest  on  the  list  of  eounties  in 
England  and  IVales  with  tenements  of  less  than  4 rooms. 

T.— Durham,  as  compared  with  other  eounties,  has  the  smallest 
proportion  of  large  tenements  and  the  tliird  largest  proportion  of 
large  and  medium  sized  families. 


8.  — Durham,  with  one  exception,  has  a higher  proportion  of 
overcrowding  tlian  any  other  county  in  England  and  Wales. 

9.  — In  Durham  tlie  ‘’  Dural  ” districts  are  mo)\'  overcrowded 
than  the  Urban. 
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AGE  AND  SEX  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Age  Constituiion — A comparison  of  the  recent  census  returns 
with  those  of  previous  censuses,  remarks  the  Kegistrar-General, 
reveals  the  most  striking  changes  in  the  age-distribution  of  the 
population.  In  1877  the  birth-rate  began  to  fall,  and  since  then 
the  proportion  of  children  and  young  persons  has  diminished  to  an 
extraordinary  extent.  Naturally  this  diminution  has  alfected  mostly 
the  youngest  ages,  since,  “ owing  to  the  progressive  nature  of  the  fall 
in  the  birth-rate,  the  older  children  rej)resent  the  survivors  of 
births,  whose  frequency  differed  less  from  that  of  former  years 
“ than  is  now  the  case."' 

At  the  1881  census,  the  proportion  of  children  was  up  to  the 
average  of  previous  (*ensuses,  but  U)  years  later,  when  the  1891 
census  was  taken,  it  was  fouial  thal  the  fall  in  the  birth-rate  had 
reduced  the  numbers  living  at  the  first  two  (|uinquennial  age  periods, 
and  this  diminution  of  young  people  in  the  ]H>|»ulatioji  of  the  country 
has  progressed  during  the  ])ast  twenty  years.  Thus,  in  1901  the 
reduction  had  extended  from  the  first  two  to  the  first  foui'  quin- 
<}uennial  age  periods,  and,  at  the  last  census,  to  the  first  six.  The 
reduction,  commencing  at  the  youngest  ages,  has  therefore  extended 
to  young  adults  of  25  to  50  years.  “’It  is  evident,”  says  the 
Registrar-General,  that  if  the  fall  in  the  birth-rate  continues  a 
further  decrease  may  be  expected  in  childhood  and  early  adult  life 
with  a compensating  further  increase  in  the  proportion  living  at 
“higher  ages.  , . . The  effect  of  the  fall  in  the  birth-rate 

“has  hithorto  been  in  a sense  temporarily  advantageous  in.  that  it 
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lias  increased  the  proportions  living  at  the  working  ages,”  but  the 
Registrar ‘Genera  I also  points  out  “ that  a tendency  to  the  reversal 
of  this  eU'ect  has  already  set  in  and  may  be  expected  to. develop  as 
‘Hime  got>s  on.”  Thus  the  fii'St  effect  of  the  changes  which  have 
occurred  in  the  age  group  20-25,  was  to  increase  considerably 
the  proportion  living  at  that  age  period,  but  this  temporary  advan- 
tage has  since  been  lost.  Similarly  the  first  effect  on  the  next 
age  group,  25-30,- was  to  raise  its  proportion  in  1891  and  especially 
in  1901,  but  a decline  from  the  latter  position  has  already  set  in 
and  may  be  expected  to  continue.  These  fluctuations  are  not 
without  importance,”'  continues  the  Registrar-General,  ‘‘  in  their 
bearings  upon  the  pi  obable  future  proportion  in  our  jiopulation  of 
workers  at  the  most  economically  etflcient  ages,  and  es])ecially 
“ upon  the  supply  of  recmits  to  military  services  in  future  years.” 


The  ligures  relating  to  the  population  of  this  County  at  the  1881 
and  1891  Censuses  have  not  been  worked  out,  but  it  is  not  improb- 
able that  the  same  changes  have  taken  place  during  these  years  in 
this  County  as  in  England  and  Wales,  foi*  if  the  following  figures, 
which  relate  to  the  age  constitution  of  the  population  of  this  Ceunty, 
in  1901  and  1911  be  examined,  it  will  be  seen  that,  as  in  England 
and  Wales,  there  were  proportionally  fewer  persons  in  the  first  six 
age  periods  in  1911  than  in  1901,  and,  as  a result,  an  increased 
proportion  of  persons  at  other  ages. 


The  table  also  shows  that  in  1911  25  % of  the  population  were 
under  10  years  of  age,  4G  % were  under  20  years,  77  % were  under 
40  years,  aiid  that  the  remainder  (23  %)  were  10  years  and  over. 
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Table  giving  in  quinquennial  groups  of  ages  the  number  of 
persons  in  100,000  of  the  population  enumerated  in  the  Administra- 
tive County  at  the  Censuses  of  1901  and  1911 


1 

, 

Ratio,  1911  to 

1901 

1911 

1901,  the 
number  in  each 

age  group  in 

All  Ages. 

100,000 

100,000 

1901  taken  as 
100. 

Under  5 

13,481 

13,348 

99 

5-10 

12,043  I 

11,936 

99 

10-15 

11,206 

10,743 

95 

15-20 

10,290 

9,778 

95 

20-25 

9,451 

8,924 

94 

25-30 

8,518 

8,270 

97 

3U-35 

6,983 

7,463 

107 

35-40 

6,070 

6,745 

111 

40-45 

5,101 

5,456 

107 

45-50 

4,424 

4,593 

104 

50-55 

3,671 

3,723 

101 

55-60 

2,914 

3,017 

103 

60-65 

2,336 

2,296 

98 

65-70 

1,592 

1,726 

108 

70-75 

1,034 

1,110 

107 

75  A over 

886 

872 

98 

In  the  next  table  and  in  diagrams  1,  II  and  III.,  the  population 
of  the  Administrative  County  at  the  1901  and  1911  Censuses  is 
compared  with  England  and  Wales.  From  these  it  will  be  seen 
that  in  1901  there  were,  compared  with  Engiand  and  Wales,  pro- 
jxu’tionally  more  persons  in  Durham  at  the  first  four  age  periods, 
ranging  from  18  % in  the  under  5 age  period  to  3 % in  the  15  to 
20  age  period,  and  that  in  1911  there  was  still  a further  increase 
affecting  the  fii'st  five  age  periods.  Thus  in  1911  the  excess  under  5 
amounted  to  25  % as  against  18  % in  1901,  and  in  the  next  age 
period  16  %,  as  against  12  % in  1901. 

In  the  20  to  25  age  period,  it  will  be  noted,  that  in  1901  there 
were  proportionally  fewer  persons  in  Durham,  amounting  to  a 
deficiency  of  2 %.  and  that  there  is  now  at  tin’s  age  period  an  increase 
of  i %. 
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Population. 

j 

i Ratio,  Durham  to 
England  and  Wales, 
j the  number  in  each 
' age  group  of  the 
latter  taken  as  100. 

1901 

1911 

England 

and 

Wales 

Durham 

England 

and 

Wales 

Durham 

All  Ages 

] 00,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

1901 



1911 

Under  5 

11,426 

13,481 

10.687 

13,348 

118 

125 

5 

10,721 

12,043 

10,249 

11,936 

112 

116 

10 

10.273 

11,206 

9,703 

10,743 

109 

111 

15 

9,980 

10,290 

9,250 

9,778 

103 

106 

9.0 

9,595 

9.451 

8,804 

8,924 

98 

101 

25 

8,683 

8 518 

8,5.36 

8,270 

98 

97 

SO 

7,475 

6,983 

7,976 

7,463 

93 

94 

35 

6.596 

6,070 

7,245 

6,745 

90 

93 

40 

5,689 

5,101 

6,189 

5,456 

89 

88 

45 

4.8.36 

4,424 

5,339 

4,593 

91 

86 

50 

4,086 

3,671 

4,443 

3,723 

90 

84 

65 

3.2.36 

2,914 

3,545 

3,017 

90 

85 

60 

2,738 

2,3.36 

2,828 

2,296 

85 

81 

65 

1,936 

1,592 

2,236 

1,726 

82 

/ / 

70 

1,372 

1,034 

1,535 

1,110 

76 

72 

75  & over 

1,358 

886 

1,435 

872 

65 

61 

The  foregoing  tables,  therefore,  demonstrate  the  fact  that 
although  the  number  of  children  and  young  adults  in  this  County 
has  declined  during  the  past  ten  j^ears,  the  decrease  has  not  been  as 
rapid  as  in  the  country  taken  as  a whole,  consequently  there  arc 
now,  in  comparison  to  England  and  Wales,  proportionally  more 
children  and  young  adults  in  Durham  than  there  were  in  1901. 


Sex  Constitution — -In  the  table  which  follows,  the  })roportion  of 
males  to  females  in  this  County  and  in  England  and  Wales  is  given, 
from  which  ii  will  be  seen  that  in  England  and  Wales.  excejH.  in  the 
first  three  age  periods,  there  is  an  excess  of  females  throughout  life, 
while  in  Durham,  in  every  age  period  except  the  second,  thei’e  is  an 
excess  ef  jnales  until  the  advanced  age  of  70  is  reached. 


In  England  and  Wales  to  every  100  males  there  are  106‘8 
females,  whereas  in  Durham  the  proportion  is  Oo'o  females  to  everv 
100  males. 


age  constitution  of  the  population  in  the  administrative  county  as  compared  with  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


1. 

Number  of  persons  in  1,000  of  the  population  at  each  age  group 
shown  in  the  diagram. 

CENSUS  1911. 


II. 

Number  of  persons  in  1,000  of  the  population  at  each  age  group 
shown  in  the  diagram. 

CENSUS  1901, 


III. 

Number  of  persons  in  1,000  of  the  population  at  each  age  group 
shown  in  the  diagram. 

CENSUS  1901  AND  1911. 


Durham.  England  and  Wales. 

England  and  Wales. 


1911  -- 
1901  — 
1911  — 


Durham. 

England  and  Wales. 


The  table  also  shows  that  in  the  County  of  Durham,  in  the 
Jirst  tlu'ee  age  periods,  the  ju’oportion  of  males  and  females  is 
praetically  the  same,  but  that  in  the  next  age  period  (15-20)  there 
is  a considerable  fall  in  the  proportion  of  females.  In  England  and 
Wales  there  is  also  a fall,  but  it  occurs  in  the  20-25  age  period,  and 
instead  of  females  it  is  in  the  proportion  of  males.  This  is  exjjlained 
by  the  absence  of  soldiers  and  sailors  on  foreign  ser\'ice,  while  in  the 
case  of  Durham,  the  decrease  in  the  ])roportion  of  females  is  probaldy 
due  to  emigration. 


The  principal  fact  brought  out  by  this  table  is  that  while  in 
England  and  AVales  there  is  from  the  age  of  15  years  an  excess  of 
females,  in  Durham  f here  is  a preponderance  of  males  at  practically 
all  ages. 


Number  of  Males  and  Fema  es  in  100.000 
of  the  Population  of  the  Administrative 
County. 

Proportion  of 
Females  to  100 
Males. 

Persons. 

Males. 

F'emales. 

Durham. 

EnirUnd 
and  Wales. 

Under  5 

13,348 

6,707 

6,641 

99 

99 

5—10 

11,936 

5,955 

5 981 

100 

104 

10—15 

10,743 

5,400 

5,345 

99 

100 

15—20 

9,778 

5.049 

4,729 

94 

101 

20—25 

8,924 

4,565 

4,359 

95 

111 

25—30 

8,270 

4,218 

4,0  2 

96 

111 

30—35 

7,463 

3,836 

3.627 

94 

109 

35—40 

6,745 

3,501 

3,244 

93 

107 

40—45 

5,456 

2,833 

2,623 

93 

107 

45—50 

4 593 

2,a94 

2,199 

92 

108 

50 — 55 

3,723 

1,971 

1,752 

89 

108 

55 — 60 

3,017 

1,620 

1,397 

86 

no 

60—65 

2,296 

1,237 

1,059 

85 

113 

65—70 

1,726 

904 

822 

91 

120 

70—75 

1,110 

.553 

557 

101 

134 

75  & over 

872 

404 

468 

116 

150 

Total 

100,000 

51,147 

4S,853 

95  *5 

106-8 

In  the  following  table  and  in  the  accompanyiiig  charts  W , and  V. 
the  proportion  of  males  and  females  in  the  County  is  compared  with 
England  and  Wales.  On  examining  the  charts,  where  the  facts  arc 
brought  out  more  clearly,  it,  will  be  seen  that  there  is  an  excess  in 
Dnrha  m,  as  compared  with  England  and  Wales,  of  males  up  to  the 
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age  of  35  and  females  up  to  20.  From  35  to  40  years  the  proportion 
of  males  in  Durham  is  the  same  as  in  England  and  Wales,  but  after 
this  age  there  is  a deficiency  of  males.  In  the  case  of  females  there 
is  a very  marked  deficiency  in  this  County  commencing  at  the  age  of 
20  years. 


I 

In  100,000  of  Population.  ^ 

1 

Ratio,  Durham  to 
Enirlandand  Wales, 

Males. 

Females. 

the  number  in  each  age 
group  of  the  latter 
taken  as  100. 

England 

England 

and 

Wales 

Durham 

and 

Wales 

Durham 

Males 

Females 

48,365 

51,147 

51,635 

48,853 



106 

95 

Under  5 

5,368 

6,707 

5,319 

6,641 

125 

125 

5—10 

5,121 

5,955 

5,128 

5,981 

116 

117 

10—15 

4,845 

5,400 

4,858 

5,343 

111 

110 

15—20 

4,588 

5,049 

4,662 

4,729 

110 

101 

20—25 

4,166 

4,565 

4,638 

4, .359 

110 

94 

25-30 

4,036 

4,218 

4,500 

4,052 

105 

90 

30—35 

3,814 

3,836 

4,162 

3,627 

101 

87 

35-40 

3,497 

3,50 1 

3,748 

3,244 

100 

87 

40-45 

2,980 

2,833 

3,2u9 

2,623 

95 

82 

45—50 

2,568 

2,394 

2,771 

2,199 

93 

79 

50 — 55 

2,130 

1,971 

2,313 

1,752 

93 

76 

55-60 

1,686 

1,620 

1,859 

1,.397 

96 

75 

60—65 

1,326 

1,237 

1,505 

1,059 

94 

70 

65—70 

1,014 

904 

1,222 

822 

89 

67 

70—75 

657 

558 

878 

557 

84 

63 

75  & over 

572 

404 

863 

468 

70 

f 
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In  the  next  table,  where  the  same  facts  are  bi'ought  out  in 
another  way,  the  proportional  numloers,  representing  the  age  and 
sex  constitution  of  the  population  of  the  County,  are  contrasted  with 
a standard  population  of  50,000  persons  in  England  and  Wales, 
undistinguished  as  regards  sex,  but  having  an  age  distribution  typical 
of  the  country  as  a wliole.  In  the  last  two  columns  nf  the  table  is  ' 
given  the  excess  or  deficiency  of  males  and  females  in  Durham  above 
this  standard  population. 

In  diagram  VI.,  the  common  standard  (Col.  2)  and  the  propor- 
tional numbers  of  males  and  females  (Cols.  3 and  4)  are  shown,  and 
in  diagram  \II.  the  ratio  per  cent.  (Cols.  5 and  G)  Ivy  which  these 
numlx'rs  exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  standard. 


VI. 


Diagram  showing  the  number  of  Males  in  the  several  age  groups  in 
100,000  of  the  population  of  the  Administrative  County 
as  compared  with  England  and  Wales. 

IV. 

MALES. 
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England  and  Wales. 

Durham  (Administrative  County). 


SEX  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  POPULATION. 

Diagram  showing  the  number  of  females  in  the  several  age  gi'oups  in 
100,000  of  the  population  of  the  Administrative  County 
as  compared  with  England  and  Wales. 

V. 

FEMALES. 
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Diagi'am  showing  the  number  of  Males  and  Females  in  each  of  the 
several  age  groups  in  100,000  of  the  population  of  the  Admin- 
istrative County  as  compared  with  50,000  persons  of  both  sex 
in  England  and  Wales. 
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VII. 

Diagram  showing  the  percentage  excess  or  deficiency  at  the  various 
age  groups  in  100,000  of  the  population  of  the  County  as  com- 
pared with  50,000  persons  of  both  sex  in  England  and  Wales. 
Ratio  to  Persons  (50,000)  in  England  and  Wales. 


Males. 


- Females. 


Dia/^rani  VT.  shows  that  botli  in  ciiildhood  and  early  adult  life 
llie  proportion  of  both  males  and  females  in  Durham  exceeds  the 
standard,  but  later  on  in  life  there  is  a marked  delieiency  of  old 
persons,  tlie  tieficiency  being  greater  in  the  case  of  females  and 
commencing  earliei'  than  in  males. 

In  diagram  VII.  it  wdll  be  seen  that  tlic  curves  representing  the 
two  sexes  approximate  closely  in  childhood,  ])ut  that  soon  after  school 
life  they  diverge,  the  separation  gradually  increasing  until  the  ages 
of  55  to  65. 

After  this  the  proportion  of  male.s  diminishes,  and  at  the  age 
of  70  and  upwards  the  female  population  for  the  first  time  exceeds  the 
male. 


i 

t 

Age  dis- 
trilDUtiou 
of  50,000 
Persons  in 
England 
and  Wales. 

Age  and  Sex 
; Distribution  of  100,000 

1 Persons  in  Durham. 

U'-itjo  per  cent.  Males  and 
Females  in  Dm liain,  to 
Persoii.s  (in  50,000)  in 
Kngland  and  Wales  at 
the  same  ages. 

'i  Males.  1 

Females. 

I Males,  j 

Females. 

) 

U nder  5 ‘ 

5,342 

’ 6,707  ‘ 

6.641 

' 125-7 

124-2 

5—10 

5,012 

5,955 

5,981 

116-2  i 

1166 

10-15 

4,851 

5,400  i 

5,343 

111-3  i 

110-1 

15—20 

4,625 

' 5,049  1 

4,729 

109-1  1 

102-2 

20—25 

4,402 

4,565  ' 

4.359 

103-7 

994 

25—30 

4,268 

4,218 

4,052 

98-8 

94-9 

30—35 

3,988 

, 8,836 

3,627 

96  2 

90  9 

35—40 

3,622 

3,501 

3,244 

96  6 

89-5 

40—45 

3,584 

2,833 

2,623 

91-5 

84-7 

45 — 50 

2,669 

2,394 

2,199 

89-6 

82  3 

50—55 

2,221 

1,971 

1,752 

88-7 

78-8 

55—60 

1,772 

1,620 

1,397 

‘ 91-4 

78-8 

60—65 

1,413 

1,237 

1,059 

87-4 

74-8 

65—70 

1,US 

904 

822 

80-8 

74- 1 

70—75 

767 

553 

557 

72-0 

72-5 

75—80 

429 

266 

293 

61-9 

68-2 

80 — 85 

i 199 

104 

125 

52-1 

62-6 

85  and  up 

88 

34 

50 

38*4 

56-5 

50,000 

51,147 

j 

1 48,853 

102-3 

97-7 

The  factors  determining  an  age  and  sex  distribution,  such  as 
is  found  in  Durham,  would  be  accounted  for  (1)  by  a i-elatively  high 
birth-rate,  infant  moitality  and  general  death-rate,  (2)  by  the 
absence  of  any  demand  for  female  labour,  such  as  domestic  service, 
leading  to  the  migration  of  females,  and  (3)  the  provision  of  employ- 
ment for  males,  as  is  the  casr^  in  the  mining  and  industrial  centi'es 
in  this  County. 


a 0 

ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 

On  the  assumption  that  the  population  has  been  uniformly 
increasiim  by  n'eometrica]  progression  at  the  same  rate  since  the 
Oensus  of  1911  as  prevailed  during  the  ten  years  preceding  it,  the 
population  to  the  middle  of  1912  is  estimated  at  951,750,  and  on 
this  ligure  the  birth  and  mortality-rates  in  this  report  are  calculated 

The  population  of  the  urban  districts,  which  include  the 
municipal  boroughs,  is  estimated  at  r)3(S,540  and  the  rural  districts 
at  413,210. 

BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 

The  number  of  children  born  of  iiarents  who  I'eside  in  the 
County  was  29,671,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  total  population,  is 
equal  to  a birth-rate  of  31 '17  per  1,000  living,  and  a fertility-rate, 
i.e.,  ratio  of  births  to  females  aged  15  to  45  years,  of  133' 7 per  1,000. 
In  England  and  Wales  in  1911  the  fei  tility-rate  was  9 7 "8,  and  in  the 
five  years  1906-10  it  was  105*3;  the  ligures  for  1912  are  not 
available. 

Of  the  29,671  births,  15,238  were  males  and  14,443  females, 
the  number  of  illegitimate  being  1,112  (552  males  and  560  females). 

In  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham  55*1  per  cent,  of  the 
female  population  aged  15  to  45  years  are  married,  as  against  47*1 
per  cent,  in  England  and  Wales.  Calculating  the  birth-rate  on  the 
number  of  married  and  unmai'ried  women  ao:ed  1.5  to  45  years  the 
legitimate  birth-rate  was  240*3  per  1,000  and  the  illegitimate  11*5  ; 
in  England  and  Wales  (1906-1910)  the  corresponding  rates  were  212*9 
and  8*1. 

In  the  table  given  hereunder  the  birth-rate,  per  1,000  of  the 
population  during  the  past  5 years,  is  compared  with  England  and 
Wales. 

1908.  1909.  1910.  1911.  1912. 

Administrative  County  . . .35'49. . .33*83. . .32'58. . .3r7. . .3r2 
England  A Wales 25*5  ...25*6  ...25*1  ...24*4... 23*8 

In  the  following  table  the  birth-rates  of  1911  and  1912  are 
compared  with  the  rates  which  prevailed  during  the  preceding 
twenty  years.  The  period  under  review  is  divided  into  four  quin- 


quemiiiil  pcriodf^.  and  on  examining  the  table  it  will  Ijc  seen  that 
during  the  first  two  periods  the  birth-rate  fell  from  36’ 92  to  35*16 
per  1,030,  which  is  equivalent  to  a decrease  of  4*7  per  cent.,  tliat 
in  the  next  five  years  the  rate  increased  to  35*59  per  1,000  or  4*2  per 
cent.,  and  that  ]:)ctwcen  1901  and  1910  it  fell  again  from  35*59  j)ei‘ 
1,000  to  33*97  or  4*5  jKir  cent.  Further,  if  the  mean  biith-rate 
of  the  first  five  years  (1891  to  1895)  be  compared  with  the  last  five 
years  (1906  to  1910)  it  will  also  be  seen  that  during  those  tweTity 
years  the  birth-rate  fell  from  36^92  to  33*97  or  8 per  cent.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  birth-rate  during  the  same  period  declined 
13*8  per  eont. 

The  birth-rate  in  1912  is  the  lowest  recorded  in  this  Countv  and 
is  3*54  per  1,000  living  or  10’2  per  cent,  below  the  average  of  the 
ten  years  1901-10. 


Mean 

Population. 

Mean  Annual 
Number  of 
Births. 

Mean  Annual 
Birih-rate. 

1891-95 

695,589 

25,686 

36-92 

1896-00 

742,32! 

26,102 

35*16 

Mean  for  10 

■ ' 

years 

718,955 

25,894 

36*01 

1901-05 

801.974 

28  547 

35*59 

1906-10 

882,188 

29,91.3 

33  97 

Mean  for  lo 

years 

842,081 

29,230 

. 

.34*71 

1911 

933,780 

29,643 

31-7 

1912 

951,750 

59,671 

31-2 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 


After  making  tin*  usual  adjustments  for  ‘CResidents  and 
Non-Residents  ” in  accordance  with  the  scheme  introduced  by  the 
Registrar  OeiKU’al,  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to 
the  County  w*as  13,111,  corresponding  to  a rate  of  13*7  per  1,000 
of  population, 


The  ck^ath‘ia.U;  of  like  the  bu-th*riite,  in  the  lowast 

recorded  for  thk  CountT,  tk©  nojt  bein^f  in  1910,  wltqn  the 

rate  was  14*3 . 

In  the  following  table  the  death-rates  in  1911  and  1912  are 
compared  with  those  of  the  preceding  twenty  years,  which  have  been 
divided  into  periods  of  5 years,  that  the  results  may  ])0  rnorc  easily 
compared. 


Mean 

Population. 

Mean  Annual 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

f 

i 

! Mean  Annual 
Death-rate. 

1891-1895 

695,589 

13,450 

19-33 

1896-1900 

742,321 

13.515 

18‘20 

Mean  10  years 

718,955 

13,483 

18*75 

1901-1905 

801,974 

14,  *206 

17*71 

1906-1910 

88*2,188 

14,001 

15*87 

Mean  10  ypars 

842,081 

14,103 

16*74 

1911 

933,780 

15,338 

16'4 

1912 

951,750 

13,111 

13  7 

On  examining  the  table  it  will  Ixi  seen  that  the  death-rate  in 
rlie  first  five  years  of  the  period  under  review  was  19*33  and  in  the 
last  five  years  15*87.  In  these  20  years  the  death-rate  has  therefore 
fallen  3*40  per  1,000  or  18  per  cent.  During  the  same  period  the 
death-rate  of  England  and  Wales  fell  from  18*7  to  14*7  or  21*4  per 
cent. 


The  foregoing  figures,  therefore,  bring  out  the  fact  that  while 
the  death-rate  in  this  County  has  considerably  decreased  it  has 
not  fallen  so  fast  as  in  the  country  at  large. 

TJie  Standard  Beath-ltatc. — As  is  generally  known  the  deatli- 
rate  is  not  the  same  at  all  periods  of  life  or  for  both  sexes,  but  is 
highest  amongst  infants  and  old  persons  and  higher  for  males  than 
for  females.  For  example,  under  the  age  of  5 years  the  death-rate 
of  England  and  Wales  (1901-05)  was  46*0  per  1,000  of  the  popula- 


tioii,  at  5a  and  65  yeai'i;  it  was  28*1  and  5S’S  rcspoetivnlj,  wdiile 
from  10  to  40  years  it  ranged  from  to  8' 3 per  1,000.  As  regards 
males  aud  females  the  deatb-ratos  were  16‘3  and  14;2  respectively. 


Ill  a preceding  section  it  was  shown  that  compared  with 
hiigiand  and  Wales  there  \Yere  wide  differenceK  in  the  age  and  sex 
constitution  of  this  (.'ounty.  That  w’hile  there  were  comfiaratively 
few’  old  people  there  was  an  unduly  large  proportion  of  infants  and 
many  more  men  than  women. 

It  will  therefore  Ire  obvious  tliat  equalW  healthy  districts,  but 
dissimilar  in  the  constitution,  wall  have  different  death-rates  and 
that  their  rates  w’ould  not  admit  of  comparison  unless  allowaance  is 
made  for  the  variation  in  the  constitution  of  their  respective  popu- 
lations and  the  rates  reduced  to  a common  standard. 


For  this  purpose  the  Registrar-General  now'  supplies  for  each 
district  a “ standardizing  factor  wdiich,  wdien  multiplied  by  the 
crude  death-rate  of  the  district,  brings  it  to  the  rate  which  would 
have  obtained,  had  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  population  of 
the  district  undei’  consideration  been  the  same  as  that  of  England 
and  Wales  in  1901. 

Wiiere  the  population  is  more  favourably  constituted  than  the 
standard,  ihe.  factor  has  the  effect  of  increasing  the  crude  rate, 
while  in  other  cases  wdien  the  opposite  conditions  prevail,  it  low'ers  it. 

In  the  Administrative  County  t!ie  large  proportion  of  infants, 
with  its  attemdant  high  mortality  and  the  relatively  large  proportion 
(>f  males,  is  com]!ensated  by  the  deliciency  of  old  peo}ile  and  the 
relatively  large  proportion  of  persons  aged  5 to  25.  The  net  result 
is  that  the  factor  required  to  standardize  the  death-rate  of  this 
County  is  only  1‘0210  or  just  over  unit,  and  the  effect  of  applying 
this  to  the  crude  death-rate  is  to  raise  the  rate  verv  slightlv~in  the 
present  year  from  13’77  to  14‘05  or  0*28  per  1,000. 

« 

The  following  table  gives  the  crude  death-rates  foi'  the  County 
and  for  the  urban  and  rural  districts  during  the  past  five  years, 


tugetlicr  with  tiio  .staiidurdizod  dcatli-rato  for  1912,  and  these  are 
compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales:— 


! Stan- 

Orude  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population.  idardized 

I Rate. 


1 

1 

1908 

1 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1912 

j 

England  & Wales  ...j 

14- 7 

14-5 

13’4 

14‘6 

13*3 

13*3 

Administrative 

Countv  

16'7 

14’9 

14-3 

16*4 

13*77 

14*05 

Urban  Districts  ... 

16-3 

14-9 

14-3 

16*7 

11:'47 

14*63 

Rural  Districts 

17-4 

U'8 

14'2 

lOT) 

13*10 

13*30 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  THE  POPULATION. 


In  1912  the  luiinber  of  lurths  was  29,071  and  the  deaths  13,111 ; 
the  natural  increase*  hy  excess  of  birtlis  over  deaths  was  therefore 
1 9,560. 


The  followino-  table  e'ives  for  each 

I I - 

since  1901  : — 


y<air  the  natural  increase 


ItlRTUS. 

Okaths. 

Excess  of 
Births  over 
jteaths. 

i 

Birth-rate 
per  1000 
livina:. 

Death-rate 
per  1000 
living. 

Annual 
rate  of 
Increase 
per  1000 
living. 

1901 

27,990 

14,915 

13,075 

36*27 

19'32 

16- 95 

1902 

27,813 

1 3,1 55 

I4,G58 

35*36 

J6'72 

18*64 

1903 

28,370 

14,072 

14,298 

35*38 

17-5.9 

17*83 

1904 

28,585 

14,721 

13,864 

34*98 

IS'Ol 

17*14 

1905 

29,977 

I 1,166 

I.">,711 

•■).5'99 

! 1 7*00 

18*99 

1906 

29,007 

1 4,459 

14,548 

34*17 

17-03 

17*14 

1907 

,28,993 

14,205 

14,788 

33*50 

16-41 

1 7*09 

1908 

31,297 

14,811 

16,486 

35*49 

16-79 

18*70 

1909 

30,410 

13,422 

16,988 

33*83 

14-9.-! 

18*90 

1910 

29,858 

13,108 

16,750 

32*58 

i 14*30 

18*28 

mean 

1 

of 

29,230 

14,103 

15,126 

;t4'7i 

16*74 

17*97 

1 0 years 

i 

1911 

29,643 

15,338 

14,305 

31*7 

1 

1 16*4 

15*3 

1912 

29,671 

13,111 

16,560 

31*2 

14-0 

17*5 

TLio  table  allows  that  ibe  uatiiiai  iiiei'ease  in  1012  oxceoclerl 
toil  br  2,255.  and  the  mean  of  the  10  rears  1901-10  bv  1.134. 

Xi  * J \ li  ' 


111  the  following  table  the  mean  annual  rates  of  increase  per 
1,000  hring  during  tho  twenty  years  1891  to  1910  and  in  1911  and 
1912,  is  compared  with  England  and  Wales:— 


Mean 

Annual 

Oeath-raie. 

Mean 

Annual 

Birth-rate. 

Mean  Annual  Rate  of 
Increase  per  1,000  Living. 

Durham. 

England  and 
Wales. 

1891-95 

19'33 

36-92 

17*59 

11*8 

1896-00 

18'20 

35*16 

16*96 

11*6 

1901-05 

1771 

35*59 

17*88 

121 

1906-10 

15'81 

33-97 

IS'IG 

11*6 

1911  

16-4 

31*7 

15*3 

9*8 

1912  

137 

31*2 

17-5 

10*5 

The  table  shows  that  in  1896-1900  the  birth-rate  fell  propor- 
tionately faster  than  the  death-rate,  and  a diminution  of  the  natural 
increase  resulted.  In  the  next  ten  rears  the  fall  in  the  death-rate 
more  than  compensated  for  that  in  the  birth-rate,  and  as  a result 
there  was  a gain  in  the  population  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths. 
In  1911  the  birth-rate  fell  lower  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  years 
and  the  death-rate  at  the  same  time  increased,  consequently  the 
uatui-al  increase  i-eached  a lower  level  than  it  had  ever  done  before. 
In  1912  there  was  a great  recovery  in  the  rate  of  natural 
increase,  but,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  previous  table,  the  rate  falls 
short  of  1908,  1909,  and  1910  and  the  mean  of  the  ten  years  1901 
to  1910. 

Examining  the  figures  relating  to  England  and  Wales,  the  table 
shows  that  the  fall  in  the  death-rate  has  been  just  sufficient  to  make 
up  for  the  fall  in  the  birth-rate;  during  the  past  four  years,  however, 
the  returns  of  the  Registrar-General  show  that  the  natural  increase 
is  steadily  decreasing. 

The  foregoing  statistics  relating  to  the  birth  and  death-rates, 
to  summarize  briefly,  show  that  although  the  birth-rate  in  this 
County  has  fallen  it  is  not  declining  so  rapidly  as  in  the  country 


31 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACT. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  from  time  io  time,  although  the 
improvement  in  the  sanitary  curcumstancce  of  the  County  has  been 
the  me^ns  of  materially  reducing  the  general  mortality,  and  more 
particularly  dmung  recent  years,  its  effect  on  the  death-rate  amongst 
infants  has  not  been  so  marked.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact 
that,  although  housing  and  general  sanitation  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  mortality  amongst  infants,  there  are  other  equally 
important  factors  to  be  taken  into  account,  and  of  these  perhaps 
the  most  potent  are  improper  feeding,  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the 
rearing  of  infants,  domestic  uncleanliness,  and  antenatal  conditions, 
including  intemperance. 

Hitherto  this  aspect  of  the  question  has  received  comparatively 
little  practical  attention,  although  it  will  be  apparent  that  the 
remedying  of  these  social  and  domestic  conditions  is  dependent 
more  on  educational  advancement  than  on  improved  sanitation. 
In  time  this  want  may  possibly  be  met  by  the  training  of  our 
scholars,  and  more  especially  the  older  girls,  in  domestic  economy 
and  hygiene,  but  in  the  meantime  the  only  practical  way  of  im- 
jiarting  this  most  necessary  education,  and  thereby  checking  the 
high  infant  mortality,  is  by  means  of  properly  trained  Health 
Visitors,  whose  duty  it  would  be  to  visit  the  homes  of  the  people 
and  advise  the  mothers  as  to  the  rearing  of  infants  and  on  matters 
of  domestic  hygiene. 

To  enable  Sanitary  Authorities  to  deal  more  effectually  with 
infant  mortality,  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  which  provides 
for  the  early  notification  of  births,  was  passed  in  August,  1907.  Uyi 
to  the  end  of  1911,  however,  in  only  six  Sanitary  Districts  in  this 
County  was  the  Act  in  operation,  and  in  four  of  these  it  had  only 
been  adopted  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  conditionally  to  the 
Cbunty  Council  appointing  and  maintaining  Health  Visitors  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Act  in  their  respective  districts. 

^Vhore  these  nurses  have  been  engaged,  their  timely  advice  and 
assistance  in  the  management  of  infants  has  been  sought  after  by 
the  mothers,  and  their  visits  to  the  homes  greatly  appreciated.  The 
District  .Medical  Officers  of  Health  also  report  most  favourably  on 
tlie  excellence  of  their  work,  anrl,  as  will  Ije  seen  in  the  following 
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statement,  since  1909,  wiien  the  Health  Visitors  were  appointed, 
the  infant  mortalitv-rate  in  the  6 districts  has  been  lower  than  the 

t/ 

“rest  of  the  County,’’  although  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act, 
exactly  the  opposite  conditions  obtained.  The  beneficial  effect  of 
their  work  in  1911,  w^hich  may  be  regarded  as  a test  year  on  account 
of  excessively  high  mortality  amongst  infants  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  is  indeed  most  striking,  for  the  figures  in  that  year,  relating 
to  the  rest  of  the  Countv,  lead  one  to  believe  that  but  for  the  Health 

o - 

Visitors  the  infant  mortalitv  in  these  six  districts  w^ould  have  risen  to 
about  the  same  height  as  in  1897-01,  or  at  least  as  high  as  the  rest 
of  the  County  in  1911. 


Infant  Mortality  per 

1,000  Birihs. 

Six  Districts  in  which 
the  Act  was  adopted. 

Rest  of  Administrative 
County. 

1892-1890 

169 

161 

L897-1901 

185 

165 

1902-1906 

159 

155 

1907-1911 

139 

139 

1909 

118 

126 

1910 

127 

126 

1911 

146 

161 

1912 

94 

108 

In  view^  of  the  excessive  infant  mortality,  in  the  latter  part  <h‘ 
1911  a lette]’  w-as  addressed  to  the  several  sanitary  authorities  in 
the  County,  with  reference  to  the  adoption  of  tln^  Notification  of 
Births  Act,  but  the  replies  were  by  no  means  satisfactory,  for  they 
show'ed  that  while  a few  w’ere  willing  to  adopt  the  Act  the  majority 
either  were  not  in  favour  of  doing  S(j  or  had  decided  to  take  no 
action.  Consequenth'  the  County  ^ledical  Officer  of  Health,  in 
March,  1912,  submitted  a further  report  on  the  subject  to  the  County 
Health  Committee,  and  recommended  the  County  Council  to  adopt 
the  Act  for  the  whole  County,  except  in  the  case  of  Stockton  and 
Whickham  wiieiv  the  Act  w*as  already  in  operation,  and  Hartlepool 
and  Jarrow"  wdio  themselves  wished  to  adog>t  am]  administer  the 
Act  and  to  appoint  Health  Visitors. 

It  was  suggested,  in  order  to  avoid  overlapping,  that  the  duties 
under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  the  visiting  of  pei'sons  suff’ering 
from  tuberculosis,  and  the  “ following  up  ” of  school  children  found 
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on  iiieclical  inspection  to  bo  suffering  from  physical  defects  requiring 
attention  or  treatment,  should  all  be  undertaken  liy  one  and  the 
same  Health  Visitor.  To  adequately  cover  the  whole  County,  it 
was  estimated  that  40  Health  Visitors  would  be  necessary,  the  basis 
of  the  estimate  being  one  Health  Visitor  to  every  25,000  persons. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  the  official  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  to  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act  had  not  been  given,  but  since  then  the  Act  has  come  into  opera- 
tion. A Superintendent  Nurse  and  2,5  Health  Visitors  have  been 
appointed,  and  it  is  proposed  to  engage  ten  more  as  soon  as  the 
County  Tuberculosis  fscherne  is  in  full  operation. 

ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic 
diseases  in  1912  was  1,332.  One  was  due  to  smallpox,  while  the 
others  were  caused  by  scarlet  fever  (99),  diphtheria  (157),  enteric 
fever  (63),  measles  (496),  whooping  cough  (259),  and  diarrhoea 
(257).  In  proportion  to  the  estimated  ])opulation,  the  1,332  deaths 
are  equal  to  a rate  of  1'39  per  1,000. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  of  1912  is  lower  than  the  rate  in  any 
other  year  o]i  record. 


In  1 911  the  zymotic  death-rate  in  the  County  of  Durham,  as 
throughout  the  whole  country,  wtis  exceptionally  high,  but  if  the  1912 
rate  be  compjired  with  tbo'  ii\'e  years  190()-10,  which  wei'e  vetirs  of 
average  zymotic  incidence,  it  will  be  seen  in  the  table  whicli  follows 
that  to  every  100'  deaths  in  the  live  years  immediately  ])receding'  1911, 
there  were  70  deaths  in  1912  ; that  is  to  say  the  zymotic  death-rate 
of  1912  was  30  ]jei'  cent.  be‘loN\'  the  average. 


Ihe  death-rate  from  measles  was  0'521  per  1,000  and  from 
scarlet  fever  OH 04,  which,  compared  with  the  1906-10  rate,  were 
58  and  37  per  cent,  resix^ctively  above  the  average.  Diphtheria 
(O'  165  per  1,000)  was  a little  l.>elow  the  average,  and  whooping  cough 
{0  2(2  per  1,000)  declined  lo  per  cent.  The  diseases  in  which  the 
greatest  j'eduction  occtu’red  were  enteric  fever  and  diarrhcea. 
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The  death-rates  from  these  two  diseases  were  lower  in  1912 
than  in  any  other  year  on  record.  From  enteric  fever  there  Avere 
63  deaths  in  1912,  as  against  159  in  1911,  and  an  average  of  125 
per  annum  in  the  five  years  immediately  preceding  it.  In  the  case 
of  diarrhoea  there  were  257  deaths  as  against  1,547  deaths  in  1911 
and  an  average  of  817  during  the  five  years  1906-10.  The  death- 
rates  from  these  diseases  arc  given  in  the  table,  and  it  Avill  be  seen 
that  to  every  100  deaths  in  1906-10  from  enteric  fever  and  from 
diarrhoea  there  were  in  the  order  mentioned  46  and  29  in  1912.  The 
death-rates  from  enteric  fever  and  diarrhoea  in  1912  are  therefore 
54  and  71  per  cent,  resytectively  below  the  average. 


ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY  IN  1012  AS  COMPARED  WITH 
THE  MEAN  RATE  FOR  1906-1910. 


j 

i 

I 

Seven  principal  | 

Epidemic  Diseases,  j 

Rate 

i 

per  1000  living. 

Ratio,  1 9 1 2 to 

i 

Mean  rate,  i 
1906-10,  j 

1 

i 

1911. 

1912. 

1906-10,  the 
latter  taken  as 
100. 

8mall-pjox  

I 

i 

• • • 

0*001 

Scarlet  Fever  

0'076 

0*07 

0M04 

137 

Diphtheria 

O' 177  1 

0*16 

0*165 

93 

Entenc  Fever  

0M41  1 

i 

0*  1 7 

0*066 

to 

Measdes  

0*329 

1 

0*44 

0*521 

1.58 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

^ 1 
0*317  j 

t 

0*3il 

0*272 

85 

Iiiarrha'a 

0*926  i 

1 *65 

O'*  270 

29 

1 

1 

f*97  1 

1 
1 

2*90 

nil) 

70 

These  figures  show  that  the  zymotic  rate  for  1912  is  an  exce]>- 
tionally  1oaa'  one,  but  if  the  rates  extending  over  a jx^riod  of  years 
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be  examined  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic 
diseases  has  been  steadily  diminishing  for  some  time. 


MORTALITY  FROM  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 


Seven  principal 

Mean  Annual  Rate 
per  1000  living. 

Ratio  of  the  Death 
rate  in  1901-05  to 

Epidemic  Diseases. 

1901-05. 

j 

1906-10. 

i 906-10,  the  former 
taken  as  100. 

Small -pox  

Scarlet  Fevei'  

O’ 01 5 

O’ 192 

0-076 

0 

39 

Diphtheria  

0’257 

O’ 177 

68 

Enteric  Feve.r  

0’179 

0’141 

78 

Measles  

0’441 

0’329 

74 

Wliooping  Cough  

0’366 

0*317 

00 

Diarrhoea  

0’867 

0*926 

107 

2'317 

1-976 

85 

On  examining  the  preceding  table,  which  gives  in  quinquennial 
periods  the  average  death-rates  during  the  ten  years  1901-10,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  death-rates  for  the  several  diseases,  in  the 
second  half  of  the  decennium,  are  with  one  exception  considerably 
lower  than  the  first  half.  To  every  100  deaths  from  scarlet  fever 
in  1901-5  there  were  only  39  in  1906-10 — a reduction  of  61  per 
cent.  vSimilarly,  to  evei'y  100  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  1901-5 
there  were  only  68  in  1906-10 — a reduction  of  32  per  cent.,  while  in 
the  case  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  the  table  shows  that  the 
rates  have  fallen  26  and  13  per  cent,  respectively. 

From  typhoid  fever  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  death-rate 
tell  irom  0 179  to  0 1-tl  per  1,000,  which  is  a reduction  of  22  per 
cent. 


0 
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With  respect  to  diarrhoea,  which  is  dealt  with  more  fully  else- 
where, the  death-rate  during  the  second  half  of  the  decennium  shows 
an  increase  of  T per  cent . 

The  foregoing  facts  so  far  are  satisfactory,  but  the  number  of 
deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  in  this  County  is  still  very  excessive 
for,  as  the  following  table  show's,  the  zymotic  rate  for  1912  w'as  4(1 
per  cent,  above  the  average  for  the  whole  country,  exceeding  the 
average  in  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  ty^dioid  fever  by  100  and  50 
per  cent,  respectively,  and  in  the  case  of  diphtheria,  measles, 
diarrhoea  and  whooping  cough,  by  45,  44,  35,  and  17  per  cent,  in 
the  order  mentioned.  It  must,  how'ever,  be  borne  in  mind  when 
comparing  these  figures,  that  the  majority  of  the  diseases  given  in 
the  table  affect  chiefly  children  and  young  adults,  and  that  in 
Durham,  compared  with  the  country  as  a w'hole,  there  is  an  unduly 
large  proportion  of  children  and  adults  up  to  the  age  of  25  years. 


Zymotic  Mortality  1912,  Rate  per  1,000  Living, 


Smallpox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diarrhoea. 

Total, 

England  Wales  — 

O'OO 

0‘05 

0*11 

0*04 

0*36 

0*23 

0*20 

0*99 

Durham  

O'OO 

0*10 

0*16 

0*06 

0*52 

0*27 

0*27 

1*39 

Ratio,  Durham  to 
England  Wales, 

the  latter  taken 
as  1 00  

100 

200 

145 

150 

144 

117 

135 

140 

TABLE  GIVING  FOR  EACH  YEAH  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  AND  THE  DEATH-RATE 
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THE  PREVALENCE  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Excluding  1,832  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  1912  was  7,903,  which 
is  equal  to  an  attack  rate  of  8*30  per  1,000.  The  rate  is  1’6  per 
1,000  above  3 911,  and  2 per  1,000  of  the  population  or  30  per 
cent,  above  the  average  in  the  five  years  1906-10. 

In  the  table  given  below  it  will  be  seen  that  the  high  attack 
rate  in  1912  was  due  to  the  increased  incidence  of  scarlet  fever.  To 
every  100  cases  of  scarlet  fevei'  notified  in  1906-10,  ther<'  were  180 
in  1912,  which  is  equal  to  an  increase  above  the  average  of  80  per 
cent.  AYith  respect  to  the  other  notifiable  diseases,  the  table  shows 
that  the}'  are  below  the  average,  and  that  in  the  case  of  enteric  fever 
there  is,  compared  with  1906-10,  a decrease  amount ing  to  56  per 
cent. 


Notifiable 

Di«;eases. 


Small-pox.... 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Dipli ' heria  .... 
Enteric  Fever  ... 
rontinued  Fever 
Relapsinir  Fever 
Typhus  Fever  ... 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas  


Extending  this  inquiry  into  the  incidence  <,)f  infectious  disease  in 
tin;  County  over  a more  ])ro]onged  ])erind,  it  wdll  Ite  apparent  on 
examining  the  table  given  below',  tliat  since  1901  there  has  been  a 
remarkable  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

In  the  five  years  1901-5,  there  w'ere  43,000  cases,  and  in  the 
next  five  years  28,088,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  total  population, 
is  equal  to  an  annual  attack  rate  of  10’ 7 and  6' 36  per  1,000  respec- 
tively, or  a reduction  of  41  per  cent.  Representing  tlie  facts  in 


Attack  rate  per  1,000  living 

Ratio,  1912 

to  1906-10, 

the  latter 

1906—10 

1911 

1912 

taken  as  100. 

0-00 

0 00 

0-00 

'0 

3-30 

3-48 

:>’94 

180 

1-35 

1-40 

1 31 

97 

0-84 

0-98 

037 

44 

0 04 

0-03 

000 

0 

... 

0 037 

002 

0023 

82 

0*78 

0-68 

0-62 

79 

6-36 

6-6.3 

8-30 

130 

39 


;tTK>tlit’r  way,  Imd  tht'  .'same  ])roportion  of  jx;r:<ons  been  attacked  in 
the  five  years  1906-10  as  in  the  live  years  immediately  preceding 
them,  instead  of  28,088  cases  there  would  have  been  47,300  or  over 
18,000  more  cases  than  actually  occurred. 

On  examining  the  table  more  in  detail,  it  will  Ix)  seen  that 
puerperal  fever  and  scarlet  fever  have  dropped  nearly  one-half,  and 
enteric  fever  (including  continued  fever)  nearly  one-third  (31  per 
cent.). 


Mean  Annual  Attack 

Ratio,  1906-10 

Rate  per  1,000  living?. 

1 to  1901-05,  the 

I latter  taken 

i as  100. 

1901-05 

1906-10 

1 

Small -pox 

0-26 

0-00 

0 

Sea  let  Fever  

6*47 

3*30 

51 

Diphtheria  

1-53 

1*35 

88 

Knteric  Fever 

114 

0-84 

f 

Con  inued  Fever 

0-13 

004 

^ 05# 

Relapsiner  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

« • • 

Puerperal  Fever 

0-07 

0037 

52 

Erysipdas 

1-09 

0*78 

72 

10*72 

6 36 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  (NOTl  FICATION)  AC  I 


Weekly  Statement  of  iiotiliahu*  diseases  reported  during  1912. 


Week  ended 

1 

o 

X 

e 

1 

> 

X 

'JU 

j Diphtheria 

Enteric  er 
Typhoid 

] 

1 

s 

p- 

"ever 

^ ' 

^ I 

^ 1 

^ ' 

! 

i 

V 

O 

1 

5 

[ 

1 Cholera 

u 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

January 

1 

6 

I 

78  1 

25  i 

13 

t 

I 

...  f 

... 

8 

113 

3^ 

13  1 

» « * 

131  1 

31  t 

12  j 

... 

( 

1 

1 

• . * 

13 

108 

33 

20  i 

...  j 

110  1 

24  1 

14  1 

. . • 

... 

. . . 

» • » 

13 

67 

3’ 

27  ; 

...  I 

97 

37 

13  i 

... 

1 

... 

8 

51 

February 

o 

1 

. • « 

no 

33  ! 

11  i 

. . . 

... 

. . . 

. • 

13 

46 

3) 

10 

i 

139 

25 

9 

. . * 

« « • 

... 

♦ » . 

14 

43 

3> 

17 

131 

34 

9 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

10 

41 

?3 

24 

113 

17 

8 

... 

1 

8 

43 

March 

o 

... 

99 

34 

6 

... 

. . . 

... 

18 

42 

33 

9 

101 

38 

i 

. • * 

.. 

1 

12 

37 

15 

16 

89 

26 

8 

, • . 

1 

1 

14 

37 

13 

23 

• . 

79 

22 

1 

, , , 

1 

... 

U 

30 

33 

30 

» * • 

101 

20 

6 

• . . 1 

2 

... 

13 

35 

April 

6 

1 

80 

20 

5 

* . • 

... 

. . . 

... 

4 

23 

33 

13 

1 

70 

19 

H 

• • . 

1 

12 

30 

3> 

20 

1 

85 

15 

4 

... 

. . . 

1 

1 

14 

23 

33 

27 

. . 

107 

17 

8 

... 

... 

1 

> * ■ 

11 

37 

May 

4 

. « • 

78 

22 

1 

... 

1 

14 

45 

31 

11 

1 

70 

21 

... 

... 

1 

9 

43 

33 

18 

lU 

32 

6 

... 

... 

1 

1 

. » . 

13 

36 

33 

or. 

w(.3 

79 

14 

4 

... 

... 

. ♦ . 

... 

14 

33 

June 

1 

... 

90 

18 

7 

... 

... 

... 

13 

43 

35 

8 

* . • 

99 

22 

5 

. . 

. . f 

1 

... 

6 

33 

3? 

15 

• • • 

81 

11 

4 

... 

. . 

2 

10 

37 

33 

22 

... 

84 

31 

2 

. . 

. . . 

11 

27 

3» 

29 

... 

96 

17 

1 

... 

1 

• * • 

16 

26 

July 

6 

... 

87 

18 

5 

... 

1 

... 

4 

36 

31 

13 

. • ♦ 

101 

41 

1 

... 

... 

1 

• • • 

• . « 

8 

35 

33 

20 

... 

77 

28 

5 

... 

... 

. . . 

• • • 

7 

19 

33 

27 

... 

1101 

24 

6 

. . 

» • • 

1 

10 

24 

August 

3 

; 80 

24 

5 

... 

. . 

. . . 

10 

27 

33 

10 

88 

15 

6 

... 

... 

1 

... 

4 

17 

33 

17 

118 

26 

7 

. « « 

... 

... 

... 

11 

27 

33 

24 

;115 

19 

15 

... 

... 

... 

• • • 

16 

23 

33 

31 

... 

1 98 

20 

7 

... 

... 

15 

24 

September? 

. . * 

Il22 

33 

12 

... 

1 

1 

... 

15 

27 

33 

14 

1114 

28 

9 

. . • 

... 

... 

1 

... 

16 

32 

35 

21 

... 

1174 

21 

10 

... 

* ... 

1 

... 

... 

5 

27 

33 

28 

... 

il85 

27 

6 

... 

... 

I 

1 ... 

... 

... 

12 

23 

October 

5 

... 

|120 

23 

10 

1 

1 ••• 

... 

... 

... 

10 

24 

33 

12 

1135 

32 

8 

... 

. . 

1 

... 

12 

41 

'3 

19 

... 

!)30 

24 

9 

... 

... 

• • ♦ 

1 

... 

19 

39 

33 

26 

jl38 

23 

11 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10 

24 

November  2 

... 

{150 

28 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10 

26 

13 

9 

... 

1150 

27 

4 

... 

I 

i 

1 

... 

12 

39 

33 

16 

• . » 

119 

18 

7 

... 

I 

1 ••• 

1 

... 

... 

20 

22 

33 

23 

!129 

19 

7 

. . . 

» . ♦ 

1 

... 

18 

33 

33 

30 

!128 

18 

4 

j 

• . » 

... 

... 

14 

27 

December  7 

... 

1129 

27 

3 

... 

1 ... 

... 

... 

10 

23 

33 

14 

... 

J32 

23 

6 

... 

i ... 

1 

1 ... 

1 

... 

12 

24 

33 

21 

■111 

28 

7 

... 

1 

! 

... 

... 

5 

27 

33 

28 

... 

■116 

13 

5 

... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

9 

13 

Total  for  the  year 

4 

5658 

1252 

357 

. . . 

e • • 

8 

28 

. . . 

596 

1832 

CASES  OF  rNFFXri'lOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  THE  ADMTNISTKATIVE 


•11 


42 


SMALLPOX. 

Only  four  cases  of  smallpox  were  notified,  and  these  occurred 
duiing  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  in  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool. 

The  prompt  steps  taken  in  dealing  \^'ith  the  outbreak  prevented 
the  disease  extending  on  this  occasion,  but  Dr.  Dickinson  Leigh 
draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  owing  to  the  want  of  vaccination 
tiiey  have  in  their  midst  a Targe  quantity  of  “ ‘ inllammable  mater- 
ial ' W’liich  is  linljle  at  any  minute  to  result  in  a serious  disaster.” 
The  hospital  accommodation  is  commented  on,  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  recommends  his  Council  to  take  steps  to  provide,  either  by 
themselves  or  in  conjunction  with  other  authorities,  suitable  accom- 
modation for  the  isolation  of  smallpox  cases. 


Number 

of 

Cases 

Number 

of 

Death  g. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000 
Copulation. 

1901  -05 

1075 

63 

5-8 

0015 

1906-10 

17 

0 

] 

... 

1911 

19 

0 

1 

2-5 

1912 

4 

t 

1 

J 

0001 

In  the  talole  given  above  it  will  lie  seen  that  the  County  has 
Ihk'u  very  free  from  smalljiox  in  recent  years,  and  that  since  1905 
there  have  been  only  40  cases  and  1 death  as  against  1,075  cases 
and  03  deaths  in  tlie  preceding  5 years  (1901-05). 

SCARLET  FEVER. 


Of  the  9,735  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  1912,  5,658 
w’ere  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  w4iich  is  equal  to  an  attack  rate  of  5‘94 
per  1,000.  The  rate  is  2*46  per  1,000  higher  than  in  1911  and 
2' 64  per  1,000  or  80  % above  the  average  for  the  five  years  1906-10. 
In  no  other  year  .since  1902  have  so  many  cases  of  scarlet  fever  been 
notified.  But,  although  tlie  number  wvas  above  the  average,  the 
disease  was  mild  in  character, 
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-The  table  below  gives  tiie  case  mortality  of  scarlet  fever  in 
1912,  in  1911,  and  in  quinquennial  periods  since  1901.  In  1912  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  were  5,658  cases  and  99  deaths,  which  is 
equal  to  a case  mortality  of  1*74  %;  in  1911  the  proportion  of  deaths 
to  cases  corresponded  to  a rate  of  2*27,  and  in  the  five-yearly  periods 
1901-05  and  1906-10  the  average  rates  were  2*9  and  2*3  respectively. 
Had  the  disease  in  1912  been  as  fatal  as  in  the  first  five  years  under 
consideration,  instead  of  99  deaths  there  would  have  been  about 
165. 


- 

Total 

Number  of 
Cases. 

Total 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901—05 

25,968 

770 

2-9 

0 192 

1906—10 

14,578 

335 

2-3 

0-076 

1911 

3,25.3 

74 

2-27 

0*07 

1912 

5,658 

99 

1*74 

0-104 

The  districts  in  which  scai’let  fever  was  most  prevalent  in  1912 
are  given  hereunder;— 


Number  of 
Case.?. 

Attack  Rate  per 
1,000  of 
Population. 

Urban  Districts — 

Shildoii 

356 

25  9 

Willington  

*2 1 5 

24  3 

Stanhope  

37 

18-2 

Barnard  Castle 

84 

17*4 

Spell nyraoor  

249 

13-8 

Crook 

148 

11-9 

Hough  ton-le-Spring 

95 

9-5 

Darlington  

508 

8*8 

Ben  field  side  

56 

6-1 

Hetton-le-Hole 

<i0 

5-6 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  

Rural  Districts — 

93 

5-1 

Bishop  Auckland 

1,123 

18*9 

Easington 

507 

80 

Darlington  

81 

7*4 

Lanchester  

171 

5-2 

Sedgefield 

177 

5-1 
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The  table  >iho\vt^  that  the  Shihlon 


aTid  AVillingtoii 


Ui'baii  Districts 


had,  in  propoftien  to  the  size  of  their  respective  populations,  the 
largest  number  of  cases,  and  that  in  the  Bishop  Auckland  Rural 
District  there  were  as  many  as  1,123  cases  or  close  upon  one-fifth 
of  the  total  numl^er  notified  throughout  the  County. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

In  1912,  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  notitied  was  1,252, 
which  is  equivalent  to  an  attack  rate  of  1'31  per  1,000  of  population 
as  against  1*40  in  1911,  and  on  referring  to  the  table  on  page  39 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  mean  annual  attack  rate  during 
1901-05  was  1‘53  and  in  the  next  5 years  1’35,  which  is  equivalent  to 
a reduction  of  12  % in  the  ten  years. 


Diphtheria  in  this  County  has  declined  in  prevalence  during 
recent  years,  but  to  a less  degree  than  any  of  the  other  notifiable 
diseases. 


As  regards  the  case  mortality  it  will  be  seen  in  the  table  given 
below  that  from  1901-05  the  average  annual  case  mortality  of 
diphtheria  was  16’ 7 per  cent.,  that  from  1906-10  it  was  13‘2  per 
cent.,  and  during  the  last  two  years  11 ’8  and  12*5.  From  1901-10 
there  has  therefore  been  a reduction  in  the  case  mortality  of  diph- 
theria by  21  During  the  same  period  the  case  mortality  of 
scarlet  fever  also  fell  21  %,  but  while  its  zymotic  mortality  (rate 
per  1,000  persons)  fell  61  %,  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  the  reduction 
in  the  zymotic  mortality  only  amounted  to  32  %.  This  is  explained 
by  the  difference  in  the  prevalence  of  the  two  diseases.  In  the  case 
of  diphtheria,  as  stated  above,  the  incidence  of  disease  during  the 
ten  years  1901-10  declined  21  %,  whereas  in  the  case  of  scarlet 
fever  it  amounted  to  49  %.  A fall  in  the  zymotic  mortality  may, 
therefore,  be  caused  by  a decrease  in  prevalence  or  by  a reduction 
in  the  case  mortality  or,  as  in  the  present  case,  both  causes  may 
operate  to  bring  about  this  result. 
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Total 

Xumber  of 
Cases. 

Total 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

1 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901-^05 

6,142 

!,026 

16-7 

0-257 

1906^10 

5,962 

788 

13-2 

0-T77 

1911 

1,310 

155 

11-8 

0*16 

1912 

1,252 

157 

12-5 

0165 

The  iirhari  and  rural  districts  in  which  diphtheria  Afas  most 
prevalent  din-ing'  1912  are  shown  in  the  talde  oiven  hereunder: — 


Number  of 
Cases. 

i Attack  Rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

Crb.-in  Districts—- 

Wiliington  

47 

5 '3 

Tanfield 

45 

4-2 

Crook 

45 

3-6 

W hick  ham  

36 

1-8 

Blaydon 

56 

1-7 

Staidey 

44 

1-7 

Siiildon  

21 

1'5 

Rural  Districts — 

VVeardale  (*Staiihope)  

36 

13  2 

Sunderland  

103 

3-4 

Barnard  Castle 

25 

2‘1 

Stockton  

34 

1*9 

Bishop  Auckland 

100 

1-6 

Durham 

49 

1-5 

In  the  remaining  districts  the  attack  rate  was  less  than  To  per 
1,(>00.  As  stated  above,  the  average  attack  rate  for  the  County 
in  1912  was  1*3  per  1,000. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 


During  the  52  weeks  ended  December  28th  the  returns  of  357 
cases  of  enteric  fever  were  received,  wdtich,  calculated  on  the  total 
estimated  population  of  the  County,  are  equivalent  to  an  attack  rate 
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of  0‘37  per  l^^OOO,  In  1911  the  rate  was  0*98,  and  in  the  five  years 
1906-10,  which  may  be  regarded  as  years  of  average  prevalence, 
the  rate  was  0*84, 


In  a table  in  a preceding  section  it  was  shown  that  during  the 
decenniiim  1901-10  the  attack  rate  from  enteric  fever  fell  from  1*14 
per  1,000  in  1901-5  to  O’Sl  in  1906-10,  or  if  ‘‘  continued  fever,” 
which  is  probably  a mild  foim  of  enteric  fever,  be  included  from  1*27 
to  0‘88,  which  is  e(iual  to  a reduction  in  the  attack  rate  of  31  In 
the  present  year  the  attack  I’ate  is  56  % l>elow  the  average  annual 
attack  rate  of  1906-10.  But  while  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  has 
diminished  the  disease  has  apparently  increased  in  severity.  This 
is  shown  in  the  table  given  below.  In  the  five  years  1901-05  the 
case  mortality  of  enteric  fever  was  15  7 and,  with  “continued  fever” 
included.  14  in  the  next  five  years  it  was  16*7  % (15*9  with 
“ continued  fever  ”),  in  1911  it  rose  lo  17*3  %,  and  now  it  is  17*6. 


In  the  case  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  it  was  shown  that 
the  mortality  had  declined  and  that  this  was  due  to  the 
decrease  in  the  prevalence  as  well  as  in  the  fatality  of  the  diseases. 
In  the  case  of  enteric  fever  the  foregoing  facts  show  that  the  fall 
in  the  zymotic  mortality,  which  amounted  to  *20  % during  the  10 
years  1901-10,  cannot  be  attributed  to  any  decrease  in  the  fatalit}* 
but  to  the  lessened  incidence.  Had  the  case  mortality  in  1912  been 
the  same  as  the  average  for  the  five  years  1901-05,  instead  of  63 
deaths  i]i  1912  there  wajiild  have  been  50',  and  the  zymotic  mortality 
O'OoO  instead  of  0’065. 


Total 

Number  of 
Cases. 

Total 

Number  of 
Deaths, 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901—05 

4,586 

721 

157 

0 179 

1906  — 10 

3,745 

626 

16-7 

0-141 

1911 

917 

159 

17  3 

0T7 

1912 

357 

63 

17-6 

0-065 

The  sanitar}’  districts  in  which  the  disease  was  most  prevalent 
in  1912  are  here  given  : — -Stockton  Borough  (33  cases).  Blaydon  (16), 
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Brandon  (17),  Iletton-le-llok  (10),  Sliildon  (10),  Spennymoor  (9), 
Whickham  (12),  Durham  Rural  (23),  Houghton  Rural  (24),  and 
Lanchester  Rural  (19). 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of,  and 
mortality  from,  enteric  fever  during  each  quarter  of  the  year,  in 
the  Administrative  County  of  Durham : — 


1912. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Death-rate  per 
1,000  population 
per  annum. 

1st  Quarter 

117 

22 

188 

009 

2nd  ,, 

62 

12 

19-3 

0 05 

3rd  „ 

94 

15 

15-9 

006 

4th  ,, 

84 

14 

16  6 

0 06 

The  Year 

357 

63 

17-6 

006 

CONTINUED  FEYER. 

During  the  year  8 persons  were  notified  to  be  suffering  from 
“continued  fever, as  against  33  cases  in  1911.  In  the  following 
table  it  will  be  seen  that  continued  fever  is  becoming  less  frequent 
and  promises  to  disappear  entirely,  possibly  owing  to  better  facili- 
ties for  diagnosis : — 


Total 

Number  of 
Cases  of 
Continued 
Fever. 

Attack-rate 
per  1,000 

of 

Population. 

Ratio,  Cases 
of  Continued 
Fever  to  Enteric 
Fever,  the 
latter  taken 
as  100. 

Mortality. 

1901—05 

536 

0-13 

11-4 

Nil. 

1906—10 

170 

0(15 

4-5 

j) 

1911 

33 

003 

3-6 

1912 

8 

0-00 

0-0 

id  m 

n 

One  of  rlie  characteristics  of  the  disease,  at  least  in  this  Countv. 
is  that  its  years  of  maximum  and  minimum  |>revaleiice  almost 
invariably  coincide  witli  that  of  etiteric  fever,  but  durintr  lecent 
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years  the  proportion  of  cases  of  continued  fever  to  enteric  fever  has 
diminished  very  considerably.  Referring  again  to  the  table,  it  will 
be  noted  that,  during  the  five  years  1901-05,  to  every  100  cases  of 
enteric  fever  there  were  11*4  of  continued  fever.  In  the  next  five 
years  the  proportion  was  4’5,  and  in  1911  and  1912  3’ 6 and  2‘2  respec- 
tively. The  table  also  shows  that  since  1901  there  have  been  no 
deaths  from  continued  fever. 

Of  the  8 cases  notified  4 occurred  in  the  Easington  Rural 
District,  2 in  the  Ryton  Urijan  District  and  1 eaclt  in  tlie  Blaydon 
Urban  District  and  the  Sedgefield  Rura]  District. 


F^UERPERAL  FEYER. 

In  1912  the  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  notified  was  28, 
and  of  these  22  died.  All  cases  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
midwives  weie  specially  enquired  into  by  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
and  a|)propiiate  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the  disease  from 
spreading.  The  following  table  gives,  in  quiiKjuennial  periods,  the 
number  of  cases  and  deatlis  in  1901-10  and  in  1911  and  1912  ; — 


Total 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Total 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Annual 
Attack-rate 
per  1,000, 

Annual 
Death  rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901-05 

285 

278 

0 071 

0 069 

1906—10 

165 

164 

0037 

0037 

1911 

21 

33 

• 0 022 

0 034 

1912 

28 

22 

0 029 

0 023 

It  wall  be  obsei'ved,  on  referring  to  the  table,  that  practically 
only  the  cases  that  died  were  notified,  and  that  in  1911  there  were 
more  deaths  from  puerperal  septic  afiections  than  cases  notified. 
But  the  figures  give  some  indication  of  the  relative  prevalence  of 
the  disease  in  the  first  half  of  the  decennium  and  at  the  present  time. 
The  last  column  also  shows  that  during  the  10  years  1901-10  the 
death-rate  has  fallen  nearly  50  %,  and  that  the  death-rate  in  1912 
is  38  % below  the  mean  annual  rate  of  1906-10, 
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ERYSIPELAS. 


During  the  year  596  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  which 
IS  equivalent  to  an  attach  rate  of  O' 62  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
as  against  0'68  in  1911.  During  the  live  years  1901-15  the  mean 
annual  attack  rate  was  1'09  per  1,000,  and  in  the  next  quinquennium 
the  mean  rate  was  0’7S,  which  is  a difference  of  28  Since  1910 
there  has  been  a further  decrease  of  21  %. 


The  case  mortality  has  also  declined.  In  the  table  given  below 
it  will  be  seen  that  from  1901-05  the  annual  case  mortality  was  3*6 
per  1,000,  and  that  from  1906-10  it  was  3'1.  In  1911  and  1912 
the  rates  fell  to  2'0  and  1'2  per  1,000. 


The  effect  of  the  decrease  in  the  prevalence  and  in  its  fatality 
is  brought  out  in  the  figures  relating  to  the  death-rate  of  this  disease. 
In  the  five  years  1901-05  the  average  iiumlter  of  deaths  was  32  and 
the  death-rate  0'04  per  1,000  of  population;  in  the  next  five  years 
the  average  number  of  deaths  per  annum  was  21 '6  and  the  rate  0‘024, 
which  is  nearly  half  the  rate  of  the  preceding  (juinquennium.  In 
1911  there  were  13  deaths  and  in  1912  only  7,  and  the  respective 
rates  0*013  and  O' 007. 


Total 

Number  of 
Cases 
Notified. 

Total 

Number 

of 

Deatlis. 

Attack -rate 
per  1.000 
of 

Population. 

Case 

Mortality 
per  cent. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
Population. 

1901—05 

4,398 

161 

l-()9 

3-6 

0 040 

1906  -10 

3,449 

108 

0-78 

31 

0 024 

1911 

638 

13 

0-68 

20 

0 013 

1912 

506 

7 

0-62 

1'2 

0 007 

MEASLES. 

Measles  is  not  included  amongst  those  diseases  which,  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  are  required 
to  \yv  notified.  Consequently  its  case  mortailty  cannot  be 
accurately  estimated,  but  the  number  of  deaths  gives  some  general 
indication  of  its  prevalence. 
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111  tlie  accompanying  table  is  given,  in  quinqiieimial  periods, 
the  number  of  deaths  and  tlie  death-rate  during  the  ten  years 
litOl-lO  and  in  1911  and  1912:— 


Mean  Annual 
Death-rate 
per  1,000. 


0-441 

0-329 

0-446 

0-521 


The  table  sho-ws,  on  comparing  the  two  tive-year  pei-iods,  that 
the  death-rate  fell  from  0-441  to  0'329  per  1,000  living,  or  26  per 
cent.,  but  in  1911  the  number  of  deaths  greatly  increased  and,  on 
referring  to  the  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  1912  death-rate  is 
still  higher,  rising  to  0-521  per  1,000.  which  is  58  per  cent,  above 
the  average  for  the  five  years  1906-10. 


1901—05 
1906  — 10 

1911 

1912 


Mean  Annual 
Number  of 
Deaths. 


.354 

291 

417 

496 


The  deaths  from  this  disease  in 


1912  were  most  numerous  in 


Stockton  Borough  (33),  Blaydon  (54),  Felling  (29),  llebburn  (29), 
Shildon  (30),  Stanley  (20),  Whickham  (16),  Banchester  Ivural  (25), 
and  Sedgefiekl  Bnral  (28). 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 


Whooping  cough,  like  measles,  is  a non-notitiable  disease,  so 
that  the  jirevalence  of  the  disease  must  be  gauged  by  the  deatli-rate. 

ITie  table  given  below  slnjws  that  the  death-rate  from  whooping 
cough  fell  from  0'366  in  the  five  years  1 901-05  to  0'31T  or  13  per  cent, 
in  the  succeeding  five  years,  that  in  1911  there  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  deaths,  atid  that  in  1912  the  death-rate 
fell  again  to  O' 272  per  1,000,  which  is  a deci’ease  on  the  average 
for  the  five  years  1906-10  of  15  per  cent. 


Mean  Annual 
Number  of 
Deaths. 

Mean  Annual 
Death-rate  per 
l.OOOPopulation 

1901  — 05 

294 

0-366 

1906—10 

280 

0-317 

1911 

363 

0-.39 

1912 

259 

0-272 
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The  number  of  deaths  and  the  sanitary  districts  in  which  the 
death-rate  in  1912  from  this  disease  was  highest  are  here  given: — 
JaiTOw  (18),  Hebburn  (22),  Spemiymoor  (9),  Whickham  (8),  Chester- 
le-Street  (29),  Easington  Rural  (33),  Houghton  'Rural  (17),  and 
South  Shields  (8). 


DIARRHOEA, 

In  1912  the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  was  257,  and  of 
these  200  were  under  1 year  of  age.  The  257  deaths  are  equivalent 
to  a death-rate  of  0’27  per  1,000.  As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the 
classification  of  diarrhoea  has  been  altered  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  Registrar-Heneral,  who,  early  in  1911,  issued  the  “Manual  of 
the  International  List  of  Causes  of  Death, adapted  for  use  in 
England  and  Wales  and  based  on  the  second  decennial  revision  by 
the  International  Commission  held  in  Paris,  in  1909. 

Diarrhoea  now  includes  all  deaths  under  the  age  of  two  years 
from  dyspepsia,  gastro-enteritis  (infective  or  otherwise),  colic  and 
ulceration  of  tlie  intestines  whereas  until  1911  deaths  from  diarrha;a 
at  all  ages  were  included  and  only  deaths  from  entei’itis  under  one 
year  of  age  unless  certified  as  infective. 

The  effect  of  climatic  conditions  on  the  prevalence  of  diarrhoea 
is  exemplified  by  the  mortality  I’eturns  of  1911  and  1912.  The 
summer  of  1911  was  abnormally  warm  and  dry,  with  the  result  that 
the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  was  higher  than  in  any  other 
year  since  the  beginning  of  the  century,  whilst  in  1912,  when  the 
opposite  climatic  conditions  prevailed,  the  death-rate  from  this  dis- 
ease was  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  this  County. 

But  while  climatic  conditions  are  important  in  determining  the 
prevalence  of  epidemic  diarrhoea,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  where 
proper  attention  is  paid  to  the  care  and  feeding  of  infants,  and  where 
the  interior  as  well  as  the  surroundings  of  the  dwellings  are  main- 
tained in  a proper  sanitary  condition,  the  disease  is  largely  prevent- 
able. 


The  mortality  I’eturns  I'elating  to  diarrhoea  are  certainly  dis- 
a{>poiuting,  for  it  will  be  seen  in  the  table  given  below  that,  apart 
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from  the  exceptional  rates  of  1911  and  1912,  the  death-rate  from 
diarrhoea  since  1901  has  not,  like  the  other  principal  epidemic 
diseases,  shown  any  tendency  to  decrease  but  if  anything  bears 
evidence  to  the  contrary. 


Annual  Number 
of  Deaths. 

Annual  Death-rate 
per  1,000  of 
i Population. 

1901 

1,142 

U48 

1902 

255 

0*32 

1903 

580 

0-72 

1904 

767 

0 93 

1905 

734 

0-88 

Mean  1901-05 

696 

0-867 

1906 

1,164 

1-37 

1907 

497 

0-57 

1908 

1,217 

1-38 

1909 

506 

0-56 

1910 

702 

0-76 

Mean  1906-10 

817 

0-926 

1911 

1,547 

1-65 

1912 

257 

0-27 

In  the  following  districts  in  which  the  disease,  in  1912,  was 
prevalent,  the  number  of  deaths  are  here  given; — Jarrow  (14), 
Blaydon  (12),  Chester-le-Street  Urban  (11),  Felling  (13),  Hebburn 
(15),  Seaham  Harbour  (14),  Spennymoor  (18),  Auckland  Rural  (30), 
Chester-le-Street  Rural  (32),  and  Lanchester  Rural  (16). 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following  table  gives  for  each  year  the  number  of  specimens' 
examined  since  1909  and  the  results  of  those  submitted  in  1912  - 


Number  of  Specimens 
submitted. 

Results  in  1912. 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

Posi- 

tive. 

Nega- 

tive. 

Incon- 

clusive 

Diphtheria  

1375 

1070 

1046^' 

377 

629 

37 

Enteric  Fever  

168 

351 

222 

84 

138 

. . • 

Tuberculosis  (Phthisis,  etc.) 

475 

541 

977 

290 

687 

« . . 

1086 

2018 

1962 

2245 

751 

1454 

37 

Positive  Cases  (proportion 

per  cent. ) 

44-1 

32-6 

39-6 

33 '4 

* ' 

• - • 

* 3 !:r^p3crmeiis  were  contaminated. 


By  arrangement  entered  into  between  the  County  Council  and 
the  Dui'liain  University  Oollege  of  Medicine,  all  s})eciinens  sent  to  the 
bacteriologist  are  examined  and  rc]iorted  on.  This  privilege  extends 
to  medical  practitioners  ])i'actising  in  t)ie  County,  to  whom  no  fee  is 
rharged  Avliere  the  patients  art'  nnal)lo  tct  afford  the  expense. 


dlie  number  of  specimens  examined  in  1912  was  2,215,  which 
is  considerably  above  the  avei’agt;  of  the  preceding  t hree  years,  but 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  is  dut'  to  the  large  number  of 
suspected  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Cf  the  2,215  s|)ecimens  from 
suspected  cases  33"  1 jaer  cent,  or  a little  over  one-thii'd  }trove<l  to  ix'. 
positive.  In  the  case  of  diphtheria  and  enteric  fever  the  proportion 
of  positive  cases  was  36  and  38  per  cent,  respectivohy  while  a similar 
result  was  olttained  in  30  per  i-ent . of  the  suspected  cases  of  tubercu- 
losis. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 


During  the  year  the  enlargement  of  the  Durham  Rural  District 
Council’s  Hospital  for  infectious  diseases  was  completed.  On  May 
7th  the  Local  Government  Board  held  an  inquiry  into  the  ajjplication 
of  the  Bishop  Auckland  Joint  Hospital  Boanl  for  sanction  to  borrow 
.£6,600  for  the  extension  of  the  Joint  Board’s  Hospitals  at  Tindale 
Crescent  and  Helmington  How.  The  loan  has  since  been  sanctioned 
and  the  work  is  now  in  progress.  An  inquiry  was  also  held  on  July 


24:th  into  the  application  of  the  >Siin(lerland  lltiral  District  for  sanction 
to  raise  a loan  of  £6,(300  for  the  extension  of  their  hospital.  The 
loan  has  been  granted  and  the  work  is  in  progress.  The  Local 
Government  Board  also  held  an  inquiry  on  July  9th,  relative  to  the 
application  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Council  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £2,400  for  the  purpose  of  extending  their  hospital 
for  infectious  diseases  : the  loan  lias  been  sanctioned.  Up  to  the  end 
of  the  vear  the  Brandon  and  Bvshottles  Rural  District  Council  had 


not  succeeded  in  obtaining  a suitable  site  for  the  erection  of  an 
isolation  hospital.  A site,  however,  has  since  been  obtained  near 
Langley  Mooi-,  and  plans  and  estimates  are  being  prepared.  The 
Stanhope  and  Weardale  Joint  Mospital  was  ready  for  occupation  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year. 


1 have  again  to  recin-d  tliat  efforts  to  induce  the  Southwick  and 
South  Shields  Joint  Hospital  Board  to  provide  isolation  accommoda- 
tion for  diphtheria  cases  have  been  unsuccessful.  During  the  year 
the  Joint  Committee  met  and  decided  against  the  proposal.  Atten- 
tion is  also  drawn  to  the  fact  that  the  only  accommodation  for  cases 
of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  County  Borough  of  West 
Hartlepool,  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool,  and  the  Hartlepool  Rural 
District  is  at  the  hospital  of  the  Tees  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  and 
it  is  not  only  most  inadequate  but  is  far  too  close  to  the  smallpox 
hospital  buildings. 


Keponiug  on  the  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  the  Borough  of 
Hartlepool,  the  .Mealical  Officer  of  Health  draws  attention  to  the 
unsatisfactory  tin-angements  foj-  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  including  smalljiox,  and,  quoting  Dr.  Manby’s  rejxun  to  tin' 
Local  Government  Boai'd,  writes  as  follows  : — 


In  view  of  this  case  the  remarks  made  by  Dr.  Manby  in  his 
“ report  to  Local  Government  Board,  on  the  sanitary  condition  of 
West  Hartlepool  will  be  read  with  interest ; referring  to  the 
‘^hospital  he  says — 'The  Port  Sanitary  Authority's  hospital  for 
^ ordinary  infectious  diseases  comprises  two  wooden  pavilions, 
“ ‘ affording  accommodation  for  fourteen  or  sixteen  patients  in  each, 
‘ and  that  for  smallpox  is  a similar  building  containing  sixteen  beds. 
‘ The  two  hospital  sites  adjoin,  and  I consider  that  the  Town  Coun- 


“'oil  of  West  Ifartlepool  ate  accepting  a serious  responsibility  in 
^ continuing  to  send  cases  of  smallpox  there  when  cases  of  other 
^ infectious  disease  are  under  treatment  in  the  neighbouring  build- 
^ ing  and  vice-versa.’  ” 


“ These  remarks  apply  equally  to  our  oAcn  town ; in  the  very 
near  future  the  whole  question  of  Hospital  accommodation  for 
‘‘  infectious  diseases  for  the  two  Hartlepools  and  perhaps  the  Rural 
District  will  have  to  be  thrashed  out.  The  ju'esent  arrangement  is 
“ only  a make-shift,  and  in  view  of  the  constant  danger  of  an  out- 
break  of  smallpox  I recommend  this  Council  to  take  steps  to  provide 
either  by  themselves  or  in  conjunction  with  other  authorities, 
‘‘  suitable  accommodation  for  the  treatment  of  small-pox  cases, 
certainly  not  adjacent  to  a neighlrouring  hosjatal,  and  preferably 
‘‘  as  far  removed  from  all  dwellings  as  possible.’’ 


PHTHISIS  AND  OTHER  FORMS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

In  1912  the  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  13,111,  and 
of  these  1,173  were  due  to  tuberculosis  in  one  form  or  another,  which 
are  equivalent  to  a death-rate  of  1*23  per  1,000'  living. 

Of  the  1,173  deaths  from  tuberculosis  868  were  due  to  phthisis 
(defined  or  otherwise,  and  including  deaths  from  miliary  tubercu- 
losis), which,  calculated  on  the  total  estimated  population,  is  equal 
to  a crude  death-rate  of  0*91  per  1,000  and  a standardized  rate  of 
0*95. 


The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1912  formed  8' 9 per  cent, 
of  the  mortality  from  all  causes,  and  from  phthisis  alone  6‘G  per 
cent. 


In  the  following  table  are  given  the  number  of  deaths  and  the 
death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  each  year  since  1901,  and 
in  quinquennial  periods  from  1901  to  1910. 
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j 

1 

1 

Number  of  * 

Deaths. 

Death-rate  per 
1,000. 

1901 

868 

1T2 

1902 

833 

106 

1903 

868 

1*07 

1904 

861 

105 

1905 

814 

. . 

0-97 

Mean  1901-05 

849 

1-05 

1906 

904 

106 

1907 

817 

0-94 

1908 

808 

0-92 

1909 

780 

0*86 

1910 

767 

0-83 

Mean  1906-10 

815 

0-92 

1911 

838 

0 89 

1912 

868 

0 91 

The  table  shows  that  the  death-rate  from  phthisis  during  the 
past  10  or  12  years  has  been  steadily  declining,  and  that,  although 
the  rate  in  1912  is  higher  than  those  of  the  three  preceding  years, 
it  is  slightly  below  the  average  for  the  five  years  1906- 1*0. 

The  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1912  are  not 
yet  available,  but  the  phthisis  death-rate  in  1911  was  1’06  per 
1,000  and  in  1906-10  it  was  I'll,  which  is  higher  than  the  corres- 
ponding rates  in  Durham. 


In  the  following  statement  the  death-rates  from  phthisis  in  the 
l)oroughs  and  the  urban  and  rural  districts  of  this  County  are 
compared  : — 


Rate  per  1,000  Living. 

1910, 

1911. 

1912. 

Jboroughs  

MO 

M7 

1 22 

Other  Urban  Districts 

0-84 

0 91 

0-95 

Rural  Districts 

0 70 

0-74 

0-74 

Administrative  County  .. 

083 

0-89 

0-91 

England  and  Wales  ... 

o 

108 

1-06 

• • • 
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wheii  they  came  into  force,  all  cases  of  pulmonary  tubej'culosis,  with  i 
certain  exceptions  which  need  not  be  mentioned  here,  are  required  1 
under  penalty  to  be  notified.  In  compliance  with  these  regulations  ' 
1,832  cases  were  notified  in  the  Administrative  County  during  the 
52  weeks  ended  December  28th,  1912. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year  was 
868,  and  the  average  number  for  the  past  ten  years  has  been  over 
800.  As  the  average  duration  of  illness  of  such  cases  is  estimated  at 
five  years,  it  will  be  apparent  that  very  many  cases,  possibly  over 
50  per  cent.,  are  not  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  sanitary  authori- 
ties, which  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  patients  do  not  seek 
advice  until  the  disease  is  advanced  and  when  they  are  almost,  if 
not  entirely,  incapacitated  from  working.  The  difficulty  in  recog- 
nising the  disease  in  the  early  stage  may,  however,  partly  account 
for  the  comparatively  small  number  of  notified  cases. 

Powers  of  Sanitai'y  Authorities. — Under  the  foregoing  regula- 
tions sanitary  authorities  may  provide  or  contract  for  the  use  of 
tuberculosis  dispensaries  : may  ap]X)int  medical  officers  and  health 
visitors  to  caii'y  out  treatment ; may  provide  open-aii-  shelters  and 
spitting  flasks  for  the  use  of  patients  ; may  arrange  or  jirovide  facili- 
ties for  the  detection  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  means 
for  bacteriological  examinations  or  otherwise ; may  make  regulations 
for  the  prevention  of  ])romisciioiis  spitting  ; may  pulffish  leaflets 
giving  infoi'ination  respecting  tuberculosis  and  its  prevention,  and 
may  arrange  for  the  disinfection  of  houses  where  there  have  been 
cases  of  tuberculosis. 

Sanitary  authorities  have  also  powers  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  to  inspect  premises  and  to  deal  with  conditions 
which  are  injurious  to  health  and  favourable  to  infection,  such  as 
dark  and  damp  and  insanitary  dwellings,  overcrowding,  insufficient 
means  of  scavenging  and  sewage  disposal. 

They  have  also  special  powers  over  slaughter-houses  and  dairies 
and  cowsheds,  and  may  seize  tuberculous  or  other  diseased  meat  and 
prohibit  the  sale  of  milk  from  tuberculous  cows. 

In  the  prevention  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  sanitary  authorities 
have,  therefore,  extensive  powers,  and  much  valuable  work  in  this 
dii'ection  has  been  done  in  this  County,  not  so  much  perhaps  in  the 


Application  of  direct  measures  for  its  prevention,  Imt  by  the  enforce- 
ment of  general  s^^nitary  measures,  of  which  the  most  important  has 
been  in  connection  with  the  improvement  of  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes. 

The  Provision  of  a County  To  complete  the  local 

public  health  administration  in  dealing  with  this  disease,  the  County 
Medical  Officer  in  1910  submitted  a special  report  to  the  County 
Council  on  the  prevention  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  together  with 
a scheme  for  providing  suitable  sanatorium  treatment  for  early  cases, 
and  hospital  or  isolation  accommodation  for  advanced  cases. 

Under  section  l‘U  of  the  Public  llealth  Act,  1875,  local  sanitary 
authorities  are  empowered  to  provide  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants 
of  their  districts  hospitals  or  temporary  places  for  the  reception 
of  the  sick.  They  may  either  build  hospitals  themselves  or  contract 
with  others  for  the  use  of  such  places. 

In  deciding  to  recommend  the  County  Cbuncil  to  undertake  the 
provision  of  sanatoria  it  was  felt  that,  having  regard  to  the 
different  classes  of  institutions  which  a complete  scheme  would 
require,  this  work  could  be  more  efficiently  and  more  economically 
carried  out  under  a central  authority,  and  that  it  would  be  imprac- 
ticable for  each  sanitaiy  authority  to  provide  its  own  institutions 
and  make  separate  provision. 

At  that  time,  however,  the  notification  of  pulmonary  tubercu- 
losis only  applied  to  the  Poor  Law  cases,  and  it  was  considered 
essential  to  the  success  of  any  scheme  that  information  as  to  the  cases 
should  be  obtained  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  apd  for  this 
purpose  that  all  cases  should  be  made  notifiable. 

The  question  of  foi-ming  a voluntary  combination  of  the  several 
sanitary  authorities,  or  tlie  constitution  of  the  whole  or  part  of 
the  Administrative  County  as  a hospital  district  for  phthisis,  under 
the  Isolation  Hospital  Acts,  also  presented  some  difficulty.  Con- 
sequently, although  certain  of  the  sanitaiy  authorities  retained 
beds  at  sanatoria,  while  others  made  provision  at  their  isolation 
hospitals  for  a limited  number  of  cases,  the  county  scheme  for  a 
time  remained  in  alieyance.  But  since  the  presentation  of  that 
report  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a comprehensive  scheme  have 
been  con.siderably  overcome  by  the  passing  of  the  National  Tnsur- 
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ance  Act,  1911,  and  by  the  financial  awsistance  given  by  Parliament 
for  the  building  of  sanatoria  and  for  the  provision  of  dispensaries. 
Moreover,  as  already  stated,  all  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are 
now  re<^uired  to  be  notified. 

The  National  Insurance  Act  requires  insurance  committees, 
constituted  under  the  Act,  to  make  arrangements  for  treatment  in 
institutions  or  otherwise  of  insured  persons  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis. The  committees  may  not  provide  institutional  treatment 
themselves,  but  they  may  make  an  arrangement  for  such 

(a)  with  persons  or 

(b)  with  local  authorities  (other  than  Poor  Law 

Authorities)  having  the  management  of  sanatoria  or  other 
institutions,  and 

(c)  witli  jncal  authorities  (other  than  Poor  Law 

Authorities)  undertaking  the  provision  of  treatment  other- 
wise than  in  sanatoria  or  other  institutions. 

Tlie  institutions,  which  include  sanatoria,  hospitals  and  dispen- 
saries must  Ije  approved  by  the  Local  Go\'ernment  Board,  and  the 
arrangements  for  the  treatment  must  be  to  the  satisfaction  of  tlie 
f n surance  Comm issioners . 

In  the  early  paid  of  191  the  scheme  for  dealing  with  pulmonary 
tubercidosis  was  taken  up  afresh  and  elaborated,  and  in  March  a 
fuidhei*  i-eport  on  the  subject  was  submitted  to  the  County  Health 
Committee.  Details  of  this  scheme  have  been  given  in  a separate 
report,  but  1 may  say  here  that  it  will  be  available  for  the  whole 
community  (i.e.  insured  and  uninsured)  and  that  it  provides  foi‘ 

(1)  The  establishment  of  tuberculosis  dispensaries. 

(2)  A sanatorium  for  early  cases. 

(3)  Hospital  beds  in  various  parts  of  the  County  for  educa- 
tional purposes  and  for  the  treatment  and  isolation  of  other 
cases. 

(4)  The  appointment  of  tuberculosis  medical  officers. 

(5)  The  appointment  of  additional  health  visitors  who, 
besides  attending  the  dispensaries  and  visiting  the  homes  of 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis^  Avill  carry  out  the  duties  of 
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school  nurse,  as  well  as  health  visitor  in  connection  with  the 
administration  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  County  Council. 

(6)  Facilities,  as  hitherto,  will  also  be  provided  for  the 
detection  of  early  cases  by  means  of  bacteriological  examina- 
tions. 


On  February  22nd  a Departmental  Committee  wns  appointed  by 
the  Treasury  “ to  report,  at  an  early  date,  upon  the  consideration  of 
‘‘  a general  policy  in  respect  of  the  problem  of  tuberculosis  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  its  preventative,  curative,  and  other  aspects, 
which  should  guide  the  Government  and  local  bodies  in  aiding  or 
making  provision  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  in  sanatoria 
**  and  other  institutions  or  otherwise/’  The  Committee  issued  their 
report  early  in  May,  and  I am  glad  to  say  their  recommendations 
did  not  necessitate  the  modification  of  the  countv  scheme  in  anv 
material  respect. 
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On  the  15th  July,  1912,  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act 
came  into  force,  and  on  the  25th  July  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Commission  (England)  issued  a Memorandum  (Med.  1)  to  Insurance 
Committees  setting  forth  the  procedure  wdiich  should  be  followed  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  the  “ Sanatorium  Benefit  ” to 
insured  persons. 

On  the  following  day,  July  26th,  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  regulations  prescribing  the  manner  and  conditions  under 
which  treatment  otherwise  than  in  sanatoria  or  other  institutions 
for  insured  persons  was  to  be  carried  out. 

It  wns  then  arranged  for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  act  as  Adviser  to  the  Insurance  Committee  and  to  inaugurate  the 
provisional  scheme  for  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  tubercu- 
losis. 


Immediate  steps  were  taken  to  secure  beds  in  sanatoria,  and  for 
this  purpose  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with  the  Coimty  of 
Durham  Society  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Consumption  for  the 
reception  of  patients  at  their  sanatoria  at  Stanhope  and  at  Woking- 
ham, situated  in  this  County. 
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Similar  arrangements  were  made  with  Felix  House  Sanatorium,  I 
Hinsdale,  and  at  a subsequent  date  with  the  Philipson  Children’s 
Sanatorium,  at  Stannington,  Northumberland. 

All  applications  for  sanatorium  benefit  were  carefully  considered  : 
and  a report  on  each  case  was  furnished  by  the  patient’s  medical 
attendant.  Suitable  cases  were  sent  to  sanatoria,  while  others 
were  given  domiciliary  treatment  by  special  arrangements  entered 
into  with  the  medical  profession  practising  in  the  County. 

The  total  number  of  applications  for  sanatorium  benefit  up  to 
the  31st  December,  1912,  was  114,  and  of  these  91  were  insured 
persons,  the  remainde]'  being  either  uninsured  (17)  or  dependants 
(6)  of  insured  persons.  All  applicants  received  treatment  in  one 
form  or  another,  and  between  30  and  40  were  sent  to  sanatoria  bv 
the  County  authorities,  while  several  obtained  letters  of  admission 
to  sanatoria  from  other  sources. 

In  the  meantime  steps  were  taken  to  secure  the  services  of  a 
tuberculosis  officer.  On  November  1st  Dr.  E.  Watt,  who  was 
appointed  to  this  post,  commenced  his  duties,  and  up  to  the  end  of 
the  year  the  time  was  fully  occupied  in  organizing  the  dispensaries, 
appointing  health  visitors,  selecting  a site  for  the  erection  of  a 
sanatorium,  and  in  com]tletiug  the  an-angements  for  a permanent 
scheme. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


The  greater  part  of  the  County  derives  its  supply  from  public 
undertakings,  of  which  the  principal  are  the  Weardale  & Consett 
Water  Co.,  the  Newcastle  A Oateshead  Water  (,'u.,  The  Sunderland 


and  South  Shields  Water  Co.,  and  the  Tees  Valiev  Water  Board. 
The  Borough  of  Hartlepool  is  supplied  by  the  Hartlepool  Gas  and 
Water  Co.,  three  or  four  of  the  District  Councils  own  their  ovm 
works,  and  in  several  of  the  villages  fhere  are  local  supplies  owned 
by  the  Colliery  Companies.  In  the  North-Eastern  and  Eastern 
areas  of  the  County  the  source  of  the  supply  is  mostly  from  deep  wells 
in  the  magnesian  limestone,  which  yields  a very  hard  water,  while 
in  the  rest  of  the  County  the  supply  is  upland  surface  and  river 
water.  The  former  is  somewhat  discoloured  from  the  presence  of 
peat  but  is  soft  and  excellent  in  quality.  The  same,  unfortunately. 
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cannot  be  said  of  the  river  waters  which  supply  the  towns  of  Darling- 
ton, Bishop  Auckland,  to  a large  extent  the  Borough  of  Stockton, 
and  a number  of  villages  in  the  Darlington  and  Stockton  Rural 
Districts,  for  above  the  intake  wdiere  these  places  obtain  their  supply, 
the  rivers  ^are  polluted  by  sewage  and,  although  filtered  before 
distribution,  which  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of  danger- 
ous micro-organisms,  tiie  water  cannot  be  regarded  as  safe  for 
drinking  or  domestic  purposes. 

During  the  year  a large  number  of  samples  from  the  wells  and 
reservoirs  of  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Co.  were 
examined  by  the  County  Bacteriologist  on.  behalf  (>f  a Joint  Com- 
mittee representing  the  County  Council  and  the  Councils  of  the 
Boroughs  of  Sunderland  and  South  Shields,  but  his  investigations 
have  not  yet  been  completed. 

The  insufficiency  of  the  supply  in  several  localities  in  the  rural 
districts,  and  the  advisability  of  laying  on  the  public  supply  to  houses 
in  some  of  the  urban  districts,  are  referred  to  in  several  reports  of 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health.  At  Blaydon  there  are  still  200 
houses  which  obtain  water  from  wells  (52),  springs  (125),  and 
colliery  workings  (22).  At  Thistly  Hill,  in  the  Southwick  Urban 
District,  the  public  supply  has  not  yet  been  provided;  at  Middleton, 
in  the  Baniard  Castle  Rural  District,  an  increased  supply  is 
urgently  needed,  and  there  is  also  a great  scarcity  of  water  at  Cock- 
field  in  the  same  district.  In  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District, 
houses  at  Lamesley  referred  to  in  previous  reports  are  still  in  need 
of  a better  supply,  but  for  Great  Lumley  and  Little  Lumley  a scheme 
for  the  supply  of  these  parishes  was  submitted  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  and  application  made  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,380  for 
the  purpose.  At  Neasham,  in  the  Darlington  Rural  District,  where 
the  public  well  was  found  to  be  unsafisfactory,  arrangements  have 
been  made  with  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board  to  supply  this  village, 
and  the  same  company  are  also  to  supply  Great  Burden  village.  At 
Old  Cassop,  Quarrington  Hill,  Cassop  Colliery  and  Kelloe,  in  the 
Durham  Rural  District,  the  supply  is  inadequate  and  unwholesome, 
and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  again  draws  attention  to  the 
insufficiency  of  water  at  Old  Quarrington  Hill,  Whitwell  Moor,  Cas- 
sop Grange  and  other  parts  of  the  district.-  At  Wheatley  Hill,  in 
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have  been  prepared  and  will  be  submitted  to  the  Local  Government  1 
Board  at  an  early  date.  Plans  for  the  drainage  of  Deaf  Hill,  Win- 
gate Station,  Hutton  Henry,  Castle  Eden,  Castle  Eden  Colliery,  High 
Hesleden  and  Blackballs,  have  been  completed  and  application  made 
to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  sanction  the  loan  to  carr)’  out  the 
necessary  works.  New  sewers  have  also  been  laid  in  other  parts  of 
the  Easington  Rural  District.  In  the  Sedgefield  Rural  District,  it 
is  proposed  to  construct  a joint  disposal  scheme  at  Coxhoe  Bridge, 
and  to  enlarge  the  works  at  Trimdon  Colliery,  Windlestone  Row  and 
Sedgefield.  In  the  South  Shields  Rural  District,  a drainage  scheme 
for  the  parish  of  Boldon  is  practically  decided  upon.  In  the  Stockton 
Rural  District,  filtration  w^orks  are  to  be  provided  for  the  treatment 
of  the  sewerage  of  the  village  of  Carlton. 

The  objectionable  open  channels  which  are  used  for  the  convey- 
ance of  slop  and  waste  water,  and  which  exist  in  many  colliery 
villages  throughout  the  County,  are  gradually,  if  slowl}^,  being 
replaced  by  properly  constructed  covei’ed  drains.  These  open  sewers 
are  at  times  a serious  nuisance  and  are  undoubtedly  dangerous  to 
health,  for  the  soil  in  their  vicinity,  in  the  course  of  time,  becomes 
grossly  polluted  as  the  result  of  breakages,  and  from  carelessness  in 
disposing  of  slop  water.  Moreover  the  channels  have  been  proved 
to  be  the  means  of  conveying  infection  from  one  end  of  its  course 
to  the  other,  and  in  consequence  have  given  .rise  to  serious  epidemics. 
To  replace  these  channels,  170  yards  of  sewers  for  the  drainage  of  53 
houses  were  laid  at  Brandon,  and  at  Quarrington  Hill,  in  the 
Durham  Rural  District,  open  channels  were  replaced  by  a covered 
sewer  for  the  drainage  of  70  houses. 

In  several  districts  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Ofiicers  of  Health 
draw  attention  to  the  necessity  for  improving  the  present  system 
of  drainage  by  providing  additional  works.  At  Barnard  Castle  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  suggested  additional  works  for  the 
improvement  of  the  sewage  farm;  at  Lumley  Bridge,  in  the  Chester- 
le-Street  Rural  District,  a sewerage  system  is  immediately  required ; 
at  Billingham,  in  the  Stockton  Rural  District,  some  form  of  purifi- 
cation scheme  at  the  outfall  is  required,  and  at  Haverton  Hill,  Wol- 
viston  and  Whitton,  in  the  same  rural  district,  improvements  to  the 
present  system  are  necessary.  An  efficient  sewerage  scheme  is  also 
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required  at  Kyhope  Colliery,  Ryhope,  New  Silksworth,  and  Tun- 
stall,  in  the  Sunderland  Rural  District. 

In  the  accompanying  tables  will  be  found  a statement  of  the 
notices  served  and  legal  proceedings  taken  during  1912  under  the 
Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts;  also  a list  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works  provided,  the  places  where  the  sanitary  authorities  have 
undertaken  to  provide  sewage  disposal  ’works,  and  the  places  foi‘ 
which  sewage  disposal  works  are  necessary. 


A Statement  of  Statutory  Notices  served  during  1912,  and  Results. 
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Bewage  Disposal  Works  provided  during  1912: — 

A-uckland  Bural  Disfr kf.—Bvers  GroeD. 

Durham  Bural  District — Sunderland  Bridge. 

Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District. — Bishop  Auckland. 

List  op  places  where  the  District  Council  at  the  end  of  1912 
• had  undertaken  to  provide  Works  : — 

Auckland  Itural  Districf. — Wit  ton  Park;  West  Auckland,  Ac.; 

Hvers  Green  : Tod  Hills;  Hunwick  ; Sunnvbrow. 

* '■  « 

ChGsfeT-le~Stree.t  Bural  District—Pelton  Village;  Pelton  Fell 
Colliery;  Witton  Gilbert. 

Darlingfou  Bural  District. — Whessoe. 

Easington  Bural  District. — Wingate,  Miirton,  South  Hetton 
Colliery,  Ac,  (trunk  sewers  to  the  sea). 

Blaydoji  Urban  District Blackhall  Mill  and  Chopwell  Colliery  ; 

Howlands  Gill ; Hal  low  Village. 

S penny  moor  Urban  District. — Syiennymoor  (wTiole  district). 
Other  Pollutions  still  requiring  attention  : — 

River  Gauni^ess  and  Tributaries. 

Auckland  Rural  District — Butterknowle ; Copley  Bent;  Low 
Evenwood  ; The  Oaks  and  a portion  of  P^venwood. 
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DctrHngton  'Rural  District. — xly cliff e. 

Ritbr  Brow^v^et  Am)  Tributaries. 


Lanchcster  Rural  District. — Lanchester ; Ushaw  Colliery; 

tlamsteels  Colliery  and  Railway  Terrace. 

Crook  Urhan  District. — Peases’  West,  Stanley. 

River  Wear  and  Tributaries. 


Auckland  Rural  District — Binchester  Blocks ; Gommer  Terrace, 
Toronto. 

Chester-le-Street  Rural  District — Plawsworth ; Plawsworth  Bar; 
Nettles  worth,  &c. 

Durham-  Rural  District. — East  Hetton : California;  Coxhoe : 
Kimblesworth. 

Wcardale  Rural  District — Daddiw  Shield  ; East^ate  ; West  end 
of  Westgate,  &c. 

River  Team  and  Tributaries. 


t'hester-le~Street  Rural  District. — Urpeth,  Pelaw  Grange  and 
Brown’s  Buildings;  Bewicke  Main  Colliery:  Kibblesworth ; 
Beamish. 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  found  to  be  inadequate  or  frequently 

UNSATISFACTORY  DURING  191 ‘2. 


A uckland  Rural  District — Challies  Row,  New’field ; Riseburn 
Village, 


Ched&r-lc-iStreet  Rural  Districi. — Hirtle)';  New  Lumbtoii. 

Rasington  Rural  District. Hill  and  Trimdon  Foundry; 
Shotton  Colliery;  Murton  Colliery. 

H ought on-le- Spring  Rural  District.— William  Henry  Pit ; Fence 
Houees. 

Lanchester  Rural  District. — Esli  Winning;  Derwent  Cottages; 
Malton  Colliery;  Holmside;  Langley  Park. 

Sedgefield  Rural  District. — Coxhoe;  West  Corriforth;  Sedgefield. 

Benfieldside  V rhan  District. — Shotley  Bridge. 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District. — West  Sleetburn  (East 
Side). 

Chesterde-Street  Urban  District.- — Chester-le-Street  Sewage  Farm. 

Houghton -Ic-S pri n g Urban  District. — Hoiighton-le-S|ning. 

Spennymoor  Urban  District. — -Ox  Close,  Spennymoor. 

Stanhope  Urban  District. — Stanhope. 

Stanley  Urban  District — South  Moor  ; Stanley. 

Tanfield  Turban  District. — Tantobie  and  White-le-Head. 

Toil'  Law  Urban  District. — Tow  Law. 

WilUngton  Urban  District. — Willington  and  Page  Bank. 

Sewaop:  Disposal  Works. 

1 have  nothing  to  add  to  (he  brief  descripiton  of  (he  sewage 
piu’ification  works  in  operation  in  this  county,  and  to  the  general 
remarks  tlieron  which  appeared  in  my  annual  report  for  1910;  l^eyond 
stating  that  during  the  past  year  the  following  works  have  been 
provided  and  should  be  added  to  the  list 

Auckland  Bural  District. 

Byers  (ireen. — Tanks  and  percolating  hlters  usually  satisfactory. 


Dihuiam  Huual  Distiuct. 

Bundm'hivil  BvUigc. — Tankn  and  percolating;'  liliers  usnaliy  aatiF- 
taotory. 

Bishop  Al'cklaxd  Urba.^  Disraior. 

Bishop  Adcliand. — Tanks  and  porcolating  filters  usually  satis- 
factory. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL  AND  REMOVAL. 

The  conservancy  method  of  excrement  disposal  is  the 
one  most  widely  adopted  throughout  the  County,  but  it  is 
satisfactory  to  record  that  during  the  year  a large  number  of 
insanitary  ashpit-privies,  w’hich  at  one  time  were  almost  universally 
in  use,  were  replaced  by  a less  insanitary  type  of  convenience,  and  in 
other  cases  by  water-closets.  As  to  the  relative  merits  of  water- 
closets  and  ash-closets,  there  can  now  be  very  little  doubt  that  the 
former,  on  sanitary  grounds,  are  vastly  superior.  The  ash-closet 
is  admittedly  a great  advance  on  the  privy-midden ; it  is  less  offensive 
and,  provided  it  is  properly  constmcted,  is  more  easily  cleansed, 
but  what  is  its  chief  advantage,  namel}^,  that  it  is  small  and  will 
only  hold  a small  quantity  of  refuse,  necessitating  its  frequent 
emptying,  is  also  one  of  its  serious  drawbacks.  In  several  of  the 
reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  attention  is  drawn  to  the 
insanitary  and  revolting  practice  of  depositing  the  house  refuse  and 
excrementitious  matter  on  the  footpaths  and  roadways,  which,  in 
some  cases,  is  left  there  during  the  daytime  until  the  scavengers’ 
carts  can  conveniently  remove  it.  But  even  in  districts  where  better 
arrangements  are  made  it  is  practically  impossible,  during  the 
operations  of  the  scavenger,  to  prevent  the  germ-laden  dust  from 
being  disseminated  broadcast,  and  the  nuisance  is  enhanced  by  the 
fact  that  in  the  vicinity  of  these  ash-closets  it  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence  to  find  the  soil  polluted  either  by  the  leakage  of  the 
contents  or  as  the  result  of  the  carelessness  of  the  scavenger.  In 
certain  districts  the  conservancy  system  may  be  the  best  practical 
means  of  excrement  disposal,  but  in  districts  provided  with  an  ade- 
cpiate  water  supply  and  an  efficient  system  of  drainage,  the  water- 
can'iage  system  should  invariably  be  adopted,  for  under  the  best 
circumstances  tlie  ash-closet  cannot  but  be  a nuisance  and  a potential 
source  of  danger, 


TIk'  ivlatiojislii j I l)et\veen  these  insanitary  convenienoeSj  and 
moixi  particidafly  the  privy-niidden  type,  and  such  diseases  as 
typhoid  h'vei-  and  diaii'luea  has  many  times  Ikhui  referred  to  in 
these  reports  and  is  emphasized  a<2:ain  in  several  of  the  reports  of 
the  Medical  Oftieei  s of  Healtli,  who  iir^e  the  abolition  of  the  privies 
and  aslnelosets.  Thus.  I)r.  Mostyn,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
the  llorough  of  Darlington,  remarks  that  these  midden-privies  and 
midden-steads  in  eonneetion  with  stables  are  a menace  to  the  publie 
health  and  the  principal  source  of  diarrhcea,  from  Avluch  infants  die 
in  large  numbers  dming  the  summer  months. 

“ ’With  an  unlimited  su[>ply  of  watei',”  writes  Dr.  McGullagh, 
of  Bishop  Auckland,  ’*  1 can  see  no  reason  why  all  new  houses  sliould 
“not  have  water-closets.  The  asli-elosets  are  an  improvement  on 
“the  old  piivy-ash])it,  but  at  the  best  they  are  ])ad.” 

Dr.  J.  \V.  Smith,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Kyton,  says 
“ every  opportunity  is  being  taken  to  substitute  water-closets  for 
“ other  methods  of  disposal  of  excreta,  and  until  that  system  has 
become  universal  throughout  the  disti-ict,  ideal  sanitary  conditions 
“ will  not  have  been  attained. '' 

Dr.  iMorison,  of  xVnnfield  Plain,  in  the  following  extract  taken 

from  his  report,  also  advocates  the  introduction  of  the  water-caniage 

system,  which  he  considers  would  be  less  expensive  than  the  present 

conservancy  system. — 

« » 

“ It  would  ultimately  be  more  economical  and  certainly  more 
“ sanitary,  and  in  every  other  respect  a more  convenient  method  of 
“ disposing  of  the  privy-middens,  the  most  objectionable  feature  in 
“ the  sanitation  of  our  district  and  mining  districts  generally.  The 
“ privy-middens  are  breeding  grounds  during  the  hottest  and  most 
“ dangerous  season  of  the  year,  for  the  house-fly,  and  were  it  only 
“ to  prevent  the  plague  of  diptera  during  these  months,  and  thus 
“ indirectly  tlu“  evil  consequences  which  result  tlii'ough  their  agency 
“ it  would  ill  itself  be  an  advantage  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
district. 

Dr.  S.  Fielden,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Shildon,  recom- 
mends his  Council  to  abolish  the  privies  with  the  least  possible  delay, 
for,  however  carefully  they  are  emptied  and  cleansed,  they  are  an 
“ everlasting  somre  of  danger  to  the  public  health,” 
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In  tlie  Ilishoj)  Auckland  Kural  District  Dr.  Macdonald  drawsj 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  contents  of  a number  of  ash-closets  : 
have  to  be  deposited  in  the  public  streets,  and  that  it  is  common  to  i 
see  soiled  paper  blowing  about  and  thus  creating  a nuisance.  He  • 
trusts  his  Council  will  take  advantage  of  their  powers  under  Section  i 
39  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  to  enforce  the  » 
provision  of  water-closets. 

In  the  Boi’ough  of  Stockton,  where  the  nightsoil  is  collected  once  i 
a week  ■’  a considerable  portion  of  the  material  is  necessarily  deposited 
‘‘  upon  the  street  pavement  before  it  is  finally  carted  away.”  Here, 
after  ])ursuing  a policy  of  vacillation  foi'  many  years,  the  Council 
have  I’ecently  i-esolved  that  the  existing  |)rivy-middens,  ])an-closets 
and  pail  closets  in  the  Borough  shall  be  systematically  converted 
into  water-closets  in  pursuance  of  their  powers  under  Section  39  of 
the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

In  about  half  of  the  urban  and  nnal  districts  the  scavenging  is 
let  out  to  cont]'actors,  but  an  increasing  number  of  sanitary  authori- 
ties are  now  employing  their  own  staff  and  directly  supervise  the 
woi'k,  which  is  said  to  give  more  satisfactory  results ; in  a few 
localities  in  the  pui-ely  rural  districts  the  owners  or  occupants  of  the 
houses  make  theii-  own  arrangements. 

The  difficidtv  of  satisfactorily  disposing  of  the  nightsoil  and 
liouse  refuse  is  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  the  conservancv  svstem. 
In  most  cases  it  is  de})osited  on  tips  which  at  times  are  a serious 
nuisance.  In  othei'  cases  it  is  disposed  of  to  farmers  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ; in  one  or  two  cases  it  is  sent  by  rail,  Avhicli  is  not  an 
entirely  satisfactory  method  of  disposal.  At  Ilebburn  and 
Jarrow  the  refuse  is  sent  out  to  sea,  while  at  Stockton,  Hartlepool, 
Felling,  and  Shildon  the  difficulty  has  been  got  over  by  the  provision 
of  a refuse  destructor. 

In  the  table  on  i)age  7()  is  given  a[)proximately  the  number  of 
various  types  of  closets  in  the  Administrative  County,  and  the 
number  of  conversions  of  ashpit-privies  into  ash-closets  and  Avater- 
closets. 
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1912. 


1 

Total  number  in  District. 

- i 

.\shpit-Privies 

converted  into 

Ash- 

Clo-scts 

Oistrict. 

converted 

Water- 

Ash- 

Ashpit- 

Ash- 

Water- 

into 

Closets. 

Closets. 

Privies. 

Closets. 

Closets. 

Water- 

Closets. 

URBAN. 

Darlington  Borough  ... 

4;H7 

•>652 

2170 

. . . 

461 

1 

Durham  ,, 

•2581 

93  , 

625  i 

64 

• * » 

^Hartlepool  ,, 

• * « 

i 

« « • 

Jarrow  ,, 

656 

1 

4974  * 

» • « 

... 

... 

36 

Stockton  ,, 

6345  j 

5370 

576 

1 

Annfield  Plain  

417  : 

1007 

1367 

... 

- • . 

Barnard  Castle  

807 

83 

92 

... 

13 

O 

Benfieldside  

334 

370 

869 

42 

8 

Bishop  Auckland  

1S60 

766 

670 

40 

12 

14 

Blaydon  

1279 

3241 

1129 

135 

Brandon  & Byshottles. 

50 

3022 

250 

306 

• • 

Chester-le-Street  

1311 

1710 

114 

37 

17 

7 

Consett  

770 

678 

589 

» • • 

k . • 

Crook  

190 

1711 

196 

132 

6 

18 

Felling  

416 

4203 

44 

5 

8 

2 

Hebburn  

227 

4081 

60 

7 

Hetton-le-Hole  

218 

2350 

168 

35 

2 

4 

Houghton-le-Spring  .. 

392 

644 

789 

298 

77 

. . . 

Lfcadgate  

127 

104 

426 

13 

Rvton  

475 

1191 

866 

36 

14 

Seaham  Harbour  

1430 

134 

740 

12 

... 

Shildon  

647 

2415 

36 

4 

Southwick-on-Wear  ... 

1038 

781 

666 

• • • 

56 

Spennyraoor  

271 

2763 

683 

10 

5 

. . • 

Stanhope  

135 

188 

15 

6 

19 

• ♦ • 

Stanley  

497 

2793 

P241 

127 

. . . 

1 

Tanfield  

87 

1266 

796 

75 

2 

• • • 

Tow  Law  

36 

.397 

267 

15 

1 

• • • 

Whickham  

164 

2999 

4 

... 

1 

• • • 

Willingwn  

150 

1300 

321 

110 

1 

• • • 

RURAL 

Auckland  

461 

8556 

1793 

218 

17 

1 

Barnard  Castle  

387 

850 

1364 

51 

29 

1 

Chester-le-Street  

1495 

8924 

3162 

204 

62 

24 

Darlington  

396 

412 

1494 

24 

• • • 

Durham  

... 

... 

Easington  

413 

8512 

3104 

.331 

12 

Hartlepool  

Houghton  

1-25 

3900 

600 

P20 

3 

Lanchester  

• • • 

169 

5 

Sedgefield  

182 

4377 

1732 

204 

3 

South  Shields  

927 

2551 

203 

27 

vStockton  

586 

•2494 

1.32 

4 

2 

Sunderland  

817 

3907 

700 

26 

P26 

2 

Wear  dale  

88 

64 

967 

2 

3 

* Water-closet  town. 

Note. — In  several  instances  the  figures  given  are  only  approximate, 
but  more  definite  information  is  promised,  and  no  doubt  in  subsequent 
years  thfij  table  will  be  more  complete  and  reliable. 


In  the  Auckland  Rural  District  there  is  a scarcity  of 
houses  in  the  townships  of  Byers  Green,  Coundon,  Coundon  Grange, 
Hunwick,  Helmington,  and  Helmington  Row,  and  there  is  also  a 
scarcity  of  houses  at  Staindroy»,  in  the  Barnard  Castle  Rural  District, 
owing  to  the  oyiening  of  a colliery  close  to  Winston  station. 


In  their  endeavour  to  meet  the  demand,  a.nd  thus  in  some 
measure  to  mitigate  the  overcrowding,  several  sanitary  authorities 
have  already  provided  houses,  whilst  otliers  are  seriously  consider- 
ing the  advisability  of  doing  so. 

In  1907  the  Sunderland  Rural  District  Council  formulated  a 
scheme  under  Bart  111.  of  the  Housing  Act,  1890,  for  the  erection  of 
00  houses  in  each  of  the  jiaiashes  of  Ryhope  and  Silksworth,  and  in 
the  following  year  the  houses  were  completed.  In  BOOT  the  County 
Council  made  application  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  borrow 
a sum  of  £12,000  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  houses 
in  the  parish  of  Usworth,  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District. 
The  application  was  granted,  and  in  1910,  50  houses,  forming  the 
first  half  of  the  scheme  for  the  erection  of  100  houses  was  completed. 
In  both  cases  the  schemes  have  been  self-supporting  and  the  rents 
charged  compare  favourably  with  those  of  other  dwellings  in  the 
respective  districts.  The  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  Cbuncil 
have  since  taken  over  the  County  Councirs  scheme,  and  on  October 
9th,  1912,  the  Local  Government  Board  held  an  inquiry  into  an 
application  made  by  the  District  Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  a 
further  sum  of  £12,200  and  £630  foi-  the  erection  of  57  more  houses 
at  Usworth.  For  the  purpose  of  building  houses  at  Washington,  in 
the  same  rural  district,  application  was  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  in  1911,  for  sanction  to  borrow  £9,630.  “ Forty-two 

‘^houses  have  been  erected  in  the  parish  of  Washington,”  says  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  “ and  a further  number  of  houses  in  this 
'‘township  are  in  different  stages  of  completion.”  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  also  reports  that  owing  to  the  great  scarcity  of 
houses  and  the  fact  that  private  enterprise  cannot  be  relied  upon, 
his  Council  are  also  considering  two  other  schemes,  one  to  erect  113 
houses  in  the  villnge  of  Belton,  and  the  other  to  erect  about  100  near 
Newfield  Inn. 
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At  Murton,  in  the  Easington  Rural  District,  the  Council  have 
decided  to  erect  101  houses,  and  on  the  24th  October,  1912,  the 
Local  Government  Board  held  an  inquiry  respecting  the  application 
of  the  District  Council  for  sanction  to  borrow  <£23,700  for  the 
purpose.  The  building  of  the  houses  is  now  proceeding. 

At  Southview,  Trimdon,  in  the  Sedgetield  Rural  District,  a site 
has  been  chosen  and,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  the  District  Council  propose  to  provide  20  workmen's 
dwellings  at  an  early  date. 

In  the  Annheld  Plain  Urban  District  it  is  proposed  to  build  60 
houses.  Application  was  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 
sanction  to  borrow  £14,400,  and  on  July  23rd,  1912,  one  of  the 
Board's  Inspectors  visited  the  district  and  held  a local  inquiry. 

Similarly,  the  Durham  City  Council  made  application  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  sanction  to  borrow  £1,025  for  the 
erection  of  workmen's  dwellings  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  for  their  consent  to  the  appro- 
priation of  certain  lands  situated  in  Ih'ovidence  Row. 

In  the  Borough  of  Haitlepool  some  old  property  has  been 
acquired  and  demolished  by  the  Council,  and  it  is  proposed  to  build 
four  workmen’s  dwellings  on  the  site.  The  houses  will  l)e  let  at  7/- 

O I 

})er  week. 

In  the  Blaydon  IbLan  District  it  is  proposed  to  build  20  houses 
at  Tongue  Burns  Farm,’ Chopwell,  and  application  was  made  during 
the  year  for  sanction  to  borrow  £5,220  foi'  the  piu'pose.  ddiis  has 
since  been  granted  and  the  houses  are  being  erected, 

Tlie  (Jhester-le-Street  IJi’ban  District  (,”oimcil  contemjdate  build- 
ing woi-kmen’s  dwellings,  and  have  the  oyttion  of  the  purchase  of  17 
acres  r»f  land  on  advantageous  terms. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Houghton  Urban  District 
also  reports  that  his  Council  is  preparing  a scheme  under  Part  HI., 
and  for  the  present  it  is  proposed  to  build  50  houses.  Here  only  10 
were  built  in  1912  and  there  is  no  likelihood  of  private  enterprise 
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liieetiiig  the  demand.  From  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officei’  of 
Health  we  learn  that  “ there  are  no  empty  houses  to  1x3  had  in  the 
“ district,  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  persons  to  spend  days 
“ totjether  in  a fruitless  effort  to  find  accommodation  for  tuemselves 
and  families.’^ 

In  the  Urban  District  of  Seaham  Harbour,  42  houses  were 
condemned  in  1912,  and  representations  were  made  to  the  Authority 
to  close  25,  but  in  only  one  instance  was  the  closing  order  made.  In 
this  district  the  pojndatioii,  between  1901  and  191b,  increased  by 
55  per  cent.,  and  the  Census  returns  showed  that  tenements  having 
jiioi’e  than  two  ])ersons  per  room  are  occu})ied  by  52'4  per  cent,  of 
the  population.  With  res]>ect  to  the  houses  condemned,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  states  that  “ closing  orders  were  recommended  in 
regard  to  the  exceptionally  bad  houses  only,  as  if  houses  are  closed 
at  present  the  occupiers  are  driven  away  from  the  town  and  thrown 
'“out  of  employment.”  Here  it  is  proposed  to  erect,  in  the  first 
instance,  69  houses,  and  application  will  be  made  for  a loan  of 
c£14,909.  It  is  proposed  to  charge  6/-  a week  for  rent,  and  those 
who  are  best  able  to  judge  are  contident  that  the  scheme  will  not  be 
a charge  on  the  rates. 

In  the  abstracts  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers 
of  Health,  given  in  alphabetical  order  at  the  end  of  this  report  under 
the  headings  of  Boroughs,  Urban  Districts,  and  Kiu’al  Districts, 
much  information  will  be  found  relating  to  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  districts,  and  the  steps  taken  by  the  several  sanitary 
authorities  to  remedy  sanitary  defects  and  improve  generally  tlie 
housing  conditions. 

Under  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act, 
1909,  local  authoiities  are  required  to  cause  to  be  made,  from  time 
to  time,  an  inspection  of  their  district,  and  they  and  every  official 
of  the  local  authority  are  required  to  comply  with  such  regulations 
and  to  keep  such  records  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  On  September  2nd,  1910',  the  Board  accordingly 
issued  regulations,  and  under  Article  I.  local  authorities  are  required 

(a)  4'o  make  arrangements  fm'  the  thorough  inspection 

of  the  <lwelling  liouses  or  localities  iii  tla'i)'  district,  and 


(b)  To  cause  their  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  someone 
acting  under  liis  direction,  to  submit  a list  of  houses  or  areas 
which  require  early  inspection. 

Article  II.  provides  that  the  inspection  shall  be  made  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or  someone  acting  under  his  direction  and 
supervision,  and  enumerates  the  matters  in  relation  to  which  the 
ins})ection  should  be  made,  such  as  the  condition  of  the  dwelling 
house  in  regard  to  light,  free  circulation  of  air,  dampness  and  clean- 
liness, particulars  as  to  the  water  supply,  closet  accommodation, 
drainage,  the  means  of  disposal  of  refuse  and  ashes,  the  condition  of 
the  yard,  &c. 

Article  111.  1 ji’escribes  that  tlie  records  of  inspection  must  be 
kept  either  in  a book,  or  on  separate  sheets,  or  on  cards,  and  on  these 
records  must  be  entered,  in  addition  to  those  particulars  enumerated 
above, 

(a)  The  action  taken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or 
other  officer  of  the  local  authority, 

fb)  The  result  of  any  action  taken,  and 

(c)  Any  further  action  which  should  be  taken. 

Under  Article  I\'.  the  local  authority  must,  at  their  ordinary 
meetings,  take  these  records  into  consideration,  and  must  take  such 
action  within  their  power,  whether  it  be  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
or  the  Public  Health  Acts,  or  any  bye-laws  and  regulations  in  force 
in  the  district,  as  may  be  necessary  to  remedy  the  defects  (if  any) 
referred  to  therein.  The  directions  of  the  authority  are  required 
to  be  entered  on  the  inspection  record. 

Lastly,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  (Article  V.)  to 
include  in  his  annual  reports  infonnation  and  particulars,  in  a 
tabular  form,  in  regard  to  : — 

(1)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected. 

(2)  The  number  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection 
'were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(3)  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority  with  a view  to  tlie  making  of  a closing  order. 
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(4)  The  number  of  dwelling-houses  with  respect  to  which 
closing  orders  were  made. 

(5)  The  nmnber  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  a closing  order. 

(6)  TJie  number  of  dwelling-houses  made  habitable  after 
the  making  of  closing  orders,  and  a statement  as  to  the  general 
character  of  the  defects  found. 

A copy  of  the  Inspection  Record  used  in  the  Auckland  Rural 
District  is  given  on  pages  88  to  91. 

From  the  foregoing,  therefore,  it  will  be  clear  that  the  sys- 
tematic inspection  of  the  district,  the  keeping  of  the  records,  and 
the  observance  of  the  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
are  not  optional,  as  some  of  the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of 
liealtli  might  lead  one  to  believe. 

The  table  on  page  86  gives,  for  each  district,  the  number  of 
inspections  and  other  particulars  requii'ed  in  Article  V.  of  the  Hous- 
ing (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  and  the  table  on  page 
87  shows  the  I'atio  per  cent,  of  houses  inspected  to  private  tenements. 
The  tenements  there  given  and  on  which  the  calculations  are  made 
are  as  enumerated  at  the  1911  Census.  The  number  has  since  in- 
creased, but  the  figures  will,  I believe,  for  the  purpose  of  this  table  be 
found  sufficiently  near  to  enable  a comparison  to  be  made  of  the 
several  districts.  If  greater  accuracy  is  required  the  number  of 
new  houses  occu])ied  during  191*2  will  be  found  in  the  table  on  page 
86. 


The  first  takle  shows  that  in  1912,  10,292  inspections  were  made 
in  the  Oounty,  or  between  5 and  6 per  cent,  of  the  total  private 
tenements;  that  1,395  or  13r5  per  cent,  were  considered  unfit  for 
human  habitation;  that  74-0  closing  orders  were  asked  for,  and  that 
in  only  601  instances  were  closing  orders  made.  After  the  making 
of  the  closing  orders,  116  houses  were  made  habitable  and  the 
orders  determined,  and  with  respect  to  1,338  houses,  the  defects  were 
remedied  without  making  an  order.  The  table  is  incomplete 
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in  some  respects,  and  does  not  fully  represent  the  amount 

of  work  which  has  been  accomplished,  as  will  be  seen  by 

a ])erusal  of  the  abstract  of  the  reports  on  the  various 

districts.  In  several,  the  number  of  dwellings  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  is  not  stated,  but  the  results  are  expressed  in  terms 
of  '‘defects’^  remedied,  which  accounts  for  some  of  the  omissions 
in  column  8 of  the  table  ; in  others  manv  of  the  alterations  and 
improvements  were  in  hand  and  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year ; 
whilst  in  a number  of  instances  houses  put  into  proper  state  of  repair 
as  the  result  of  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  w^ere  not 
included  in  the  returns. 

As  regards  the  number  of  houses  inspected,  it  will  be 

seen  on  referring  to  the  table  on  page  87  that  there  is  a wide 
difference  in  the  proportion  of  houses  inspected  to  total 
})rivate  tenements,  ranging  from  per  cent,  in  the  Borough 
of  Stockton  and  0’8  in  the  Rural  District  of  the  same  name,  to  20’ 6 
in  the  Urban  District  of  Crook  and  the  Rural  District  of  Sunderland, 
while  in  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Hetton, 
Leadgate,  and  Barnard  Castle,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Houghton, 
Darlington  and  Weardale  the  number  of  inspections  is  not  given. 

In  the  Borough  of  Hartlepool,  where  much  valuable  work  has 
been  accomplished  during  the  year,  a house-to-house  inspection,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  states,  is  shortly  to  be  instituted. 

In  the  Hetton-le-Hole  Urban  District  (pop.  15,678)  there  is  a 
difficulty  in  dealing  with  insanitary  property  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  houses ; comparatively  few  notices  were  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  to  remedy  defects  to  houses,  and  the  officers  appear  to  be 
reluctant  to  recommend  the  closure  of  houses  known  to  be  unfit  for 
‘At  is  a common  complaint,’'  writes  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
that  houses  cannot  be  got,  and  it  Avould  be  a great  hardship  for  a 
“ man  with  a family  to  be  turned  into  the  streets  and  perhaps  have  to 
"'  seek  work  elseAvhere.”  Leadgate  is  another  district  where  the 
regulations  apparently  are  not  carried  out,  and  the  reason  given  is 
that  the  Consett  Iron  Company  are  the  largest  owners  of  workmen’s 
dwellings  and  are  gradually  improving  them,  consequently  “ there 
“ has  been  no  need  for  putting  into  force  Article  V.  of  the  Housing 
'■(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910.”  The  population  in 
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1911  was  4,990,  and  the  amount  of  overcrowding,  as  already  men- 
tioned, 43’ 6 per  cent.  In  the  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  very 
little  is  said  under  this  heading  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  In  the  report  of  the  Houghton  Eural  District  (pop. 
25,518)  the  impression  one  gets  is  that  a good  deal  is  left,  as  at 
Leadgate,  to  the  good  offices  of  the  Collieiw’’  Company,  who  are  the 
chief  owners  of  the  cottage  property.  But  in  addition  to  “ the  sub- 
“ stantial  imjwovemcnts  effected  by  the  Colliery  Company,  a 
number  of  notices  with  respect  to  defective  houses  have  been  served, 
nuisances  abated,  ash-closets  provided  in  place  of  open-privies,  and 
certain  improvements  to  individual  property  are  mentioned.  In  the 
case  of  the  Darlington  Rural  Distnct,  although  the  numlaer  of  houses 
inspected  is  omitted  in  the  report,  other  particulars  required  in  the 
regulations  are  furnished  together  with  particulars  of  improvements 
effected.  With  respect  to  the  Weardale  Rural  District,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  reports  that  although  the  district  is  inspected, 
systematic  inspection,  as  required  by  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
Etc.,  Act,  1909,  and  the  regulations  made  thereunder,  is  not  yet 
carried  out. 


In  several  districts,  such  as  the  urban  districts  of  Stockton, 
Consett,  Hebburn,  Stanley  and  Tanfield  and  the  mral  districts  of 
Stockton,  Barnard  Castle,  and  Durham,  the  number  of  houses 


inspected  was  very  small  and  in  some  of  these  districts,  as  will  be 
seen  on  referring  to  the  table,  the  inspections  were  pi’actically  limited 
to  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  whilst  in  one  or  two  instances, 
although  a fair  number  of  houses  were  inspected,  as  in  Shildon  and 
the  South  Shields  Rural  District,  comparatively  little  information  is 
given  relative  to  the  housing  generally  of  the  district. 
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The  following  tabl<®  gives  the  number  ami  distribution  of  liouses  erected  and  occupied 
in  the  Administrative  County  during  1912,  together  with  a statement  of  work  done  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910: — 


nistricl. 

Number 

of 

New 

Houses 

Erected. 

Number 

of 

New 

Houses 

Occupied. 

Housing;  (Inspection 

of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

Number 

of 

Dweilirifjs 

Inspected. 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 

mitit  for 
habitation 

Number 

of 

Uepre- 

.sentations 

made. 

1 

Number 

of 

Cbi.sing 

Orders 

made. 

Number  of 
Dwellings  in 
which  tlie 
defects  were 
remedied  with- 
out the  making 
of  Olo.sing 
Orders. 

Number  of 
Dwellingsmadft 
habitable  after 
Closing 
Orders. 

i 1 

‘2  i 

3 1 

4 

5 

6 

7 

_ 8 

1 9 

URBAN. 

■ 

Darlington  Borough  

275 

•275 

457 

... 

41 

t 

Durham  ,,  

20 

20 

136 

11 

9 

9 

2 

1 

Hartlepool  „ 

2a 

23 

... 

... 

* • • 

Jarrow  ,,  

9 

4 

309 

•21 

21 

•21 

i 

Stockton  ,,  

97 

97 

18 

4 

4 

4 

8 

... 

Annfield  Plain  

56 

50 

•282 

34 

34 

34 

• • 4 

Barnard  Castle  

5 

3 

» « • 

24 

•24 

m 

i 

Benfieldside  

11 

11 

54 

34 

34 

34 

2.3 

22 

Bishop  Auckland  

28 

25 

150 

15 

15 

13 

19 

Blaydon  

1.^6 

136 

439 

25 

25 

25 

414 

21 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  .... 

•20 

12 

406 

... 

... 

Chester-le-Street  

38 

38 

134 

6 

6 

6 

16 

Consett  

38 

38 

39 

14 

19 

14 

20 

Crook  

12 

12 

52-2 

o 

2 

2 

• • • 

Felling  

29 

29 

147 

59 

58 

58 

15 

o 

JU 

Hebbiirn  

1 

1 

95 

... 

20 

\ > t 

Hetton-le-Hole  

48 

48 

Hoiighton-le-Spring  

10 

8 

289 

39 

18 

1 

■205 

Leadgate  

19 

15 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 4 4 

Ryton  

64 

62 

ill 

6 

6 

6 

37 

4 4* 

Seaham  Harbour  

138 

138 

400 

42 

25 

1 

65 

» » 4 

Shildon  

4 

4 

408 

.. 

... 

Southwick-on-Wear  

2 

o 

300 

5 

5 

5 

18 

Spennymoor  

18 

18 

225 

6 

6 

1 

5 

Stanhope  

2 

2 

13 

... 

Stanley  

212 

212 

48 

48 

48 

32 

16 

... 

Tanfield  

17 

17 

27 

•27 

6 

6 

21 

. . 4 

Tow  Law'  

. 

38 

... 

Whickham  

23 

23 

229 

3 

3 

6 

Willington  

55 

55 

54 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

RURAL. 

Auckland  

120 

120 

851 

136 

32 

•27 

16 

Barnard  Castle  

17 

16 

37 

13 

13 

13 

10 

1 

Chester-le-Street  

238 

234 

533 

327 

172 

67 

142 

Darlington  

10 

9 

. . • 

10 

10 

10 

9 

Durham  

. . 

, , . 

126 

110 

9 

58 

15 

12 

Easington  

503 

503 

853 

120 

84 

31 

39 

Hartlepool  

, • 

45 

... 

... 

7 

. • • 4 

Houghton  

183 

180 

... 

Lan  Chester  

57 

57 

730 

174 

7 

3 

1 

Sedgefield  

424 

424 

383 

53 

53 

53 

60 

South  Shields  

50 

24 

217 

16 

16 

16 

147 

1 

Stockton  

7 

n 

i 

32 

S 

... 

. 4 

Sunderland  

9 

8 

1157 

... 

4 .>4 

Weardale  

3 

8 

... 

3 

3 

3 

... 

... 

Administrative  County.. 

3031 

2P68 

10292 

1395 

740 

601 

1338 

116 

J 


I 


(• 


I 


4 


\ 
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I 
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I 
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♦ 
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I 

( 

I 

i 

I 

i 

1 
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I • 
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I. 
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V 
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Table  showing  the  nnniber  and  proportiou  of  bouses  inspected  and 
the  percentage  of  ov'er-crowded  tenements. 


Uistrift. 

Number  of 
tenements 
occupied  by 
Private 
Families. 

H«)usint;  Inspection 
Regulations 

Ratio,  per  cent, 
of  persons 
living  in 
overcrowded 
tenements  to 
persons  living 
in  private 
families. 

Number  of 
Houses 

I nspected. 

Piopoition 
per  cent,  to 
Private 

1 Tenements. 

1 

2 

3 

i ^ 

5 

URBAN. 

Darlington  Borough  

12,241 

457 

3-7 

12*8 

Durham  „ 

3,677 

136 

3*7 

27*2 

Hartlepool  

4,215 

• « • 

. . ♦ 

28*3 

Jarrow  „ 

6,872 

309 

4 5 

37*8 

Stockton  „ 

10,633 

18 

02 

10*9 

Aniitield  Plain  

3,140 

282 

8-9 

414 

Barnard  Castle  

1,041 

• « • 

14  8 

Benfieldside 

1,710 

54 

3*1 

28-2 

Bishoo  Auckland  

2,942 

150 

5 0 

18-1 

Blajdon  

5,8-22 

439 

75 

41  2 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  ... 

3,466 

406 

11*7 

32*2 

Chester-le  Street  ..  ..  

2,956 

134 

4-5 

29  7 

Conseit 

2,229 

39 

1*7 

28*9 

Crook  

2,531 

522 

20*6 

26  9 

Felling 

5,246 

147 

2*8 

37*0 

Hebburn 

4,254 

95 

2*2 

421 

Hetton-le-Hole  

3,163 

... 

♦ • • 

24*8 

Hoiighton-le-Spring  

1,971 

289 

14*6 

27*0 

Leadgate 

1,025 

• • • 

. • 

43*6 

Ryton  

2,592 

111 

42 

32*1 

Seaham  Harbour  

3,153 

400 

1 12-6 

32*9 

Shildon 

3,011 

406 

! 13*4 

159 

Southwick-m-Wear  

2,764 

3«'0 

108 

41-5 

Spennymoor  

3,575 

225 

63 

2*2*  1 

Stanhope 

440 

13 

2-9 

23-2 

Stanley 

4,500 

48 

1*0 

34  2 

Tanfield  

2,040 

27 

1*3 

39*9 

Tow  Law 

929 

38 

4*1 

33*7 

Whicktam  

3,670 

229 

5*9 

32  3 

Willington  

1J35 

54 

3-1 

29*4 

RURAL. 

Auckland 

11,988 

851 

7*1 

24*9 

Barnard  Castle  

2,564 

37 

1*4 

169 

Chester-le-Street  

12,763 

533 

4*1 

33*9 

Darlington  

2,449 

. . . 

. . . 

11*1 

Durliam  

6,136 

126 

2*0 

30*5 

Easington  

11,345 

853 

7 6 

37-6 

Hartlepool  

'4‘J8 

45 

9 0 

1 1 *2 

Hnncrhtnn  

5,073 

307 

lianchester  

6,093 

730 

12  0 

366 

Sedgefield  

6,232 

.383 

6*1 

24  3 

South  Shields 

2,724 

217 

7*9 

244 

Stockton  

3,759 

32 

08 

11*9 

Sunderland 

5,595 

1,157 

20  6 

28-8 

Weardale 

2,252 

... 

19*4 

Administrative  County... 

187,014 

10,292 

5*4 

28*5 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  AUCKLAND. 

Dwelling  House  Inspection  Record. 

(HOUSING  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  &c.,  1909.) 


Township Locality • 

Street. 

--  ..  (give  here  name  or  number  of  dwelling). 

Owner’s  Name 

„ Address 

If  leased  give  also  name  

and  address  of  lessee 

Occupier’s  Name 

Cleanliness Did  Tenancy  begain  before  1910?... 

Particulars  of  Rent  ( If  part  of  remuneration  equivalent  amount ..per 

exclusive,  inclusive  4 

of  rates.  ( Rent per.  


Size  of  House  ; 


AVERAGE  PERSONS  PER  ROOM 
(including  Children.) 


AVERAGE  PERSONS  PER  ROOM 

(2  Children  considered  equal 
to  1 Adult.) 


INMATES. 

Num- 

ber 

of 

Fami- 

lies. 

Adults. 

Children 

UNDER 

14  Years. 

1 

F. 

Reference  to  entries  in  other  report  books. 

Date. 

Folio  or  Number. 

Book. 

These 

spaces  are  ruled 

faint. 

Presented  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Date. 

Chairman’s  Signature,  ^ 

These 

spaces  are  ruled  faint. 

Sketch  of  Building. 


This  space  is  ruled  in  squares  (sectional). 
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Type  of  Dwelling  Was  it  erected  under  Bye-Laws  ? 

(detached,  semi-detached,  row,  or  hack  to  hack).  


1 , 

ROOF. 

WALbS  (external). 

SPOUTING. 

DOWN 

SPOUTS. 

Siructure. 

Condition. 

Structure. 

Condition, 

Structure. 

Condition. 

Structure. 

Condition. 

Does  surface  water  get  into  foundations  ? Is  damp  proof  course  present  ? 

Does  roof  „ 


Ground  Floor. 


Floor 

Area. 

windows. 

STRUCTURE  and  CONDITION  op 

Room. 

Height. 

Area 

(lighting) 

Area 
made 
to  open. 

Condition. 

Walls 

(internal). 

Ceiling. 

Floor. 

Fireplace. 

Kitchen 

Scullery 
(if  any) 

Pantry 
(if  any) 

Parlour 

Is  there  through  Ventilation  ? Is  space  under  doors  Ventilated  ?.« 

Is  there  a front  and  back  entrance  ? Condition  of  doors 

Is  any  room  applicable  to  section  17  (7)  ? Other  Defects  : 


Structure  and  Condition  of  Staircase  : 


First  Floor. 


Bed- 

room. 

Height  if 
T fall, 
I'Hve-tand 
highest. 

Floor 

Area. 

WINDOWS. 

STRUCTURE  and  CONDITION  of 

Area 

(lighting) 

Area 
made 
to  open. 

Condition. 

Walls. 

Ceiling. 

Floor. 

Fireplace. 

1 

1 

Is  there  Through  Ventilation? Other  Defects  : 


\ 


Is  there  a Back  Street  to  Dwelling  ? 


Open  space  about  Dwelling 
for  light  and 
circulation  of  air. 
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Yard. 


Self-Contained 
or  Common. 

Does  it  extend 
length  of  House 

Breadth  in 
narrowest  part. 

Atea  paved  or 
Cernen  ted. 

Condition  of  Sin  face. 

Is  It 

contrary  to 
Bye-Laws  ? 

Sanitary  Condition. 

Is  there  a Garden  attached  to  House  ? Drainnge  arrangement  for  surface  water 


Closet  Accommodation  and  Refuse  Disposal. 


No. 

Type. 

Position. 

Vtiitilation. 

Structural  Condition. 

Means  of  access  for 
Scavenging. 

JS'  0.  of 
Familie.s 
using 
same. 

Receptacle  for  deposit  of  Refuse  and  Ashes 


Arrangement  for  Scavenging 


Out-Houses  belonging  to  or  occupied  with  the  Dwelling. 


U sed  as. 

Position. 

Paving. 

Diainage. 

Siructine  and  Condition 

Is;  it 

contrary  to 
Bye-  Laws  ? 

Sanitary  Condition, 

• 

' 

1 

i 

1 

! 

1 

i 

1 

1 

[ 


I 

< 


Are  drains  properly  constrncted  ? Were  drains  smoke  tested 

Arrangement  for  disposal  of  slop  and  waste  water 

Do  drains  discharge  into  sewer,  cesspool,  or  on  land 

Distance  of  Cesspool  or  out-flow  from  House 

Construction  of  cesspool  (if  any; 

How  often  emptied? 


cc. 


\ 


It  is  from  mains  without  a Cistern  ? Rosition  (with  sink) 

If  Well,  position 

Depth Construction 

Nature  of  8oil Quality  of  Water Sufficiency 

Possible  source  of  contamination 


Summary  of  Defects : 


GENERALLY.— Is  House  or  any  room  unfit  for  Human  t 

iabitation 

Dflto  of  Tnsnection Sic^ned 

(Inspector). 
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Action  taken  by  Medical  Officer  ©f  Health  or 
Inspector 

1 Result  of  such  Action  : 

Recommendation  of  Committee  : 

Action  taken  by  Officer  on  the  Direction  of 
Local  Authority 

Result  of  such  Action  : 

...... 

i 

Date  of  Re  Inspections  : Progress  Made  : 


Further  Action  (if  any)  taken  : 


I Result  of  such  Action  : 
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The  luotit  objectionable  type  of  dwellings  are  the  old  colliery 
cottages,  which  are  still  to  be  found  in  many  parts  of  the  County. 
On  the  gTOund  tioor  is  a living  room  opening  on  to  a footpath  separ- 
ating the  houses  from  roughly  constructed  roadway  termed  the 
“ front  street, and  at  the  back  of  this  room  is  a small  lobby,  on  one 
side  of  which  is  a cupboard  or  “ pantry used  for  keeping  food 
and  miscellaneous  articles,  and  on  the  other  side  a door  com- 
municating with  the  " back  street . ’ ' In  some  cases  the  means  of 
access  to  the  rear  of  the  ju  emises  is  closed  by  the  erection  of  a roughly 
constructed  wooden  coalshed,  so  that  the  ventilation  of  the  lower 
room  is  impeded,  for  there  is  seldom  a window  at  the  back  of  the 
kitchen,  and  only  occasionally  a diminutive  one  in  the  pantry. 
The  walls  have  no  damp-proof  course,  and  the  floors  are  usually 
flagged  and  defective,  with  the  result  that  the  living  rooms  are  both 
damp  and  cold  and  insufficiently  lighted. 

Above  this  room  is  an  attic  intended  to  be  the  sleejhng  room 
but  not  uncommonly,  for  reasons  which  will  be  explained,  it  is  used 
instead  for  keeping  lumber,  for  which  it  is  best  fitted.  In  many 
cases  the  upper  mom  is  approached  by  a ladder,  although  during 
recent  years  many  of  the  ladders  have  been  replaced  by  staircases, 
and  in  some  cases  the  stairheads  have  been  enclosed  so  as  to  prevent 
the  direct  passage  of  vitiated  air  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  room. 
The  height  of  this  room  is  from  6 ft.  9 in.  to  7 ft.  in  the  centre  for 
a width  of  about  9 feet,  falling  back  and  front  to  the  eaves  where  the 
ceiling  comes  to  within  5 ft.  3 in.  of  the  floor.  On  one  side  there 
is  a window  about  2 ft.  6 in.  square,  half  of  which  is  made  to  open, 
placed  midway  between  the  eaves  and  the  floor.  As  a rule  this  is 
the  only  means  of  ventilation  and  lighting,  but  in  some  cases  a small 

9 

opening  is  made  in  the  opposite  wall,  while  in  others,  though  very 
exceptionally,  there  is  an  additional  window,  or  skylight. 

In  most  of  the  old  houses  of  this  type  the  woodwork  is  dilapi- 
dated, the  window  sashes  broken,  there  is  evidence  of  damp  in  the 
ceiling,  and  the  guttering  and  down  pipes,  if  any,  are  defective. 

A feature  of  these  colliery  houses  is  the  large  insanitary  midden- 
privies  or  collection  of  ash-closets  placed  at  intervals  in  front  of  the 
houses  and  looking  like  huge  sentry  boxes  mounting  guard  over  the 
rows  of  dwellings. 


Tliotse  ill  one  ol;  the  .streets  in  the  Heiitieldside  Urban  District 
sbould  be  s|xxdally  Tiieiitioned.  as  tlu;  house's  they  adjoin  weit)  the 
subject  of  u Local  Uoveriiinent  Boarxi  inquii-y  and  will  be  referred  to 
again.  Here  they  surmoum  a bank  which  rises  abruptly  from  the 
footpath  .skirting  the  houses,  to  a height  of  from  ^ feet  to  10  feet, 
obstructing  the  light  and  the  circulation  of  air.  making  hideous  the 
surroundings,  as  well  as  vitiating  tlu'  atmo.spheie  for  some  consider- 
aljle  distance.  Eacli  midden-jaivy,  whicli  is  ajtpi-oached  by  a flight 
of  steps,  is  used  by  several  families  and,  besides  being  devoid  of  all 
privacy,  is  placed  at  an  inconvenient  di.stance  from  some  houses  and 
dangerously  near  to  others. 


With  respect  to  the  drainage,  this  is  of  a most  jnimitive  type. 
Immediately  in  front  of  the  entrance  to  the  dwellings  is  an  open 
channel,  running  the  whole  length  <h'  the  rows,  which  is  often  used 
for  the  conve^oince  of  .slop  and  waste  water.  To  add  to  the  squalor 
the  1 ack  street,  which  in  most  of  the  colliery  rows  is  the  principal 
means  of  acces.s  to  the  houses,  is  unpaved,  the  surface  of  the  roadway 
iri'egular,  and  at  intervals  there  are  large  open  gullies  intended  to 
carr}’  off  surface  water  and  slops  and  containing,  except  perhaps 
after  heavy  storm,  Idack  putrescent  material. 


After  years  of  patient  and  })ersistent  work  in  endeavouring  to 
educate  public  opinion  in  this  County  and  to  persuade  sanitary 
authoiities  as  to  the  necessity  for  im])roving  the  conditions  under 
which  the  working  clas.ses  are  housed,  it  has  become  generally 
accepted  that  the  minimum  hou.sing  standard  for  a working  man 
and  his  family  should  be  a healthy,  well-lighted  and  ventilated  bed- 
room and  a similar  living  room,  which  should  lx?  so  constructed  as 
to  prevent  the  vitiated  atmosphere  of  the  living  room  passing  into 
tlie  sleeping  room.  In  most  districts  a considerably  liigher  standard 
is  aimed  at  by  the  sanitary  authorities,  and  many  of  the  owners  of 
projierty  in  dealing  with  these  old  colliery  hou.ses  have  voluntariH 
either  demolished  them  and  built  new  houses,  or  raised  the  iipjier 
room  to  an  average  height  of  at  least  8 feet.  But  in  some  instances, 
to  obviate  tlie  raising  of  the  roof,  an  endeavour  has  been  made  to 
make  the  attic  habitable  In'  providing  a dormer  window.  The 
re.sult,  however,  has  been  anything  but  satisfactory  for,  although 
the  larger  window  provides  more  light  and  perhaps  a better  circula- 
tion of  air,  the  gix'ater  ]>art  of  the  ceiling  is  close  u]>  to  tlie  roof, 
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wliicli  iiiake.s  the  room  insiiti'erubly  hot  in  isummer  and  extremely  cold 
in  wintei-.  This,  coupled  witli  the  fact  tliat  the  occupants  have  to 
grope  about  in  a stooping  posture,  does  not  add  to  their  comfort, 
and  it  is  only  natural  that  many  of  them  prefer  not  to  use  these 
places  as  sleeping  rooms  but  to  crowd  together  in  the  living  room. 

With  respect  to  liouses  of  this  type  the  County  Council  have  been 
urging  the  Bentieldside  l^rban  District  Council  for  several  years  to 
carry  out  the  necessary  improvements  to  them,  with  the  result  that 
in  many  instances  closing  orders  were  made  by  the  District  Council, 
but  these  were  detennined  although  the  houses  had  not  been  made 
reasonably  liabitable.  Consequently  tlie  County  Council  felt  com- 
pelled to  make  a representation  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
under  Section  10  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909, 

The  main  point  at  issue  between  the  County  Council  and  the 
District  Council  was  with  reference  to  the  raising  of  the  height  of  the 
upper  looms.  The  District  Council  contended  that  if  any  further 
improvements  were  necessary,  all  that  could  be  reasonably  required 
was  the  provision  of  dormer  windows. 

As  a result  of  the  action  of  the  County  Council,  on  the  4th  May, 
1912,  one  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Local  Government  Board  visited 
Benfieldside  and  inspected  the  houses  in  question,  and  on  the  12th 
May  the  Board  addressed  a communication  to  the  District  Council, 
in  which  they  stated  ; — 

Tlie  Board  do  not  consider  that,  in  regard  to  these  houses,  the 
alteration  which  they  understand  the  Urban  District  Council  are 
prepared  to  require  to  be  made  would  suffice  to  make  the  houses 
reasonably  fit,  and  they  are  disposed  to  consider  that  the  sugges- 
tions  of  the  County  Council  in  regard  to  raising  the  upper  rooms 
“ to  an  average  height  of  8 feet,  and  the  improvement  of  ventilation 
‘‘  by  providing  windows  of  reasonable  size,  cannot  be  regarded  as 
“ excessive  under  the  circumstances  of  the  cases.  Moreover,  the 
Board  are  of  opinion  that  in  order  to  make  the  improvements 
effective  there  should  be  an  additional  requirement  that  the  stair- 
“ case  be  properly  enclosed  and  provided  with  a door,  preferably  at 
the  ground  level  so  as  to  entirely  shut  off  the  air  of  the  living  room 
from  the  bedroom. 
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“ The  Board  consider  that  the  Urban  District  Council  should 
“endeavour  to  secure  these  alterations  being  made  in  all  cases/’ 

Subsequently  the  Board  in  a letter  to  the  District  Council,  dated 
the  3rd  July,  1912,  coiitirined  the  opinion  expressed  in  their  letter 
of  the  12th  May,  and  declined  to  state  whether  the  provision  of  a 
large  dormer  window  to  the  upper  rooms  would  make  the  houses 
habitable. 

The  direction  of  the  Local  Government  Beard  was  not  acted 
upon,  and  in  February,  1913,  the  Board  held  an  enquiry  at  Ben- 
fieldside  with  reference  to  the  County  Council’s  complaint  that  the 
District  Council  had  failed  to  exercise  their  powers  under  Part  11. 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

The  result  of  the  enquiry  was  not  made  known  until  23rd 
August,  1913,  when  a further  communication  was  sent  to  the  County 
Council  and  to  the  District  Council  in  which  the  Local  Government 
Board  very  materially  modified  their  previously  ex|>iessed  opinion. 
In  this  letter  they  state  that  although  they  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  most  satisfactory  procedure  to  render  the  upper  rooms  fit 
for  human  habitation  is  to  increase  the  height  of  the  u])per  rooms, 
they  are  not  prepared  to  hold  that  the  result  could  not  l>e  obtained 
without  the  roof  being  raised,  and  that  they  consider  it  would  be 
difficult  to  justify  the  continuance  of  a closing  order  if  the  owner  of 
a house  of  the  type  in  question  provided  a large  dormer  window  and 
an  efficient  air-outlet  by  means  of  a window  or  fireplace  suitably 
placed,  and  also  made  such  alterations  as  would  prevent  foul  air  from 
the  living  room  rising  to  the  upper  room. 

it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  the  views  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  expressed  in  these  two  letters.  Their  recent  decision  is 
certainly  very  disappointing  and  might  have  had  a retrograde  effect  on 
sanitary  progress  in  the  County,  had  not  the  County  Council  the 
support  of  public  opinion  and  that  of  the  most  enlightened  sanitary 
authorities,  who  realize  the  necessity  for  securing  to  the  working 
man  and  his  family  a minimum  housing  standard  such  as  has  been 
laid  down  by  the  County  Council. 

In  many  of  the  reports  of  the  District  Medical  Officers  reference 
is  made  to  insanitary  areas  and  property  in  their  respective  districts. 
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In  the  Boi'OLigb  of  Jarrow  the  iiLSpectiony,  as  in  the  previous 
year,  were  carried  out  mostly  in  the  Central  Ward,  where  many  of 
the  houses  of  the  cottage  type  are  in  a very  insanitary  state.  Owing 
to  the  lack  of  damp-proof  foundations,  most  of  the  walls  are  saturated 
with  moistuixy  the  dampness  rising  18  to  24  inches  above  the  floor 
level.  The  dampness  is  most  marked  in  the  off-shoot  rooms  where 
the  walls  are  onlv  9 inches  thick.  These  rooms,  which  are  intended 
for  sleeping  rooms,  liave  been  abandoned,  and  the  families  are  now 
using  the  kitchen  for  the  purpose. 

In  the  Chester-le-Street  Urban  District,  although  a certain 
number  of  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  the  district  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  draws  attention  to  the  inadequate  bedroom  accom- 
modation in  a large  number  of  houses  at  Pelton  Fell,  and  recommends 
tliat  the  attics  of  183  w'ooden  houses  should  Idc  closed  and  the  attics 
raised  of  another  138  houses  which  are  made  of  brick. 

In  the  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  sanitary  progress  is 
delayed  at  Bridgegate  owdng  to  the  want  of  a sewerage  system  for 
the  area,  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again  draws  attention 
to  a number  of  insanitary  dwellings  referred  to  in  a previous  report. 

At  Lintz  Colliery  and  Friarside  in  the  Tanfield  Urban  District 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  again  recommends  the  District  Council 
to  carry  out  improvements  to  the  property  in  this  area. 

In  the  Blaydon  Urban  District,  though  much  has  been  done  to 
remedy  defective  houses,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  of  opinion 
that  much  still  could  be  done  to  hasten  needful  improvements  in 
certain  areas  in  the  district. 

In  the  Lanchester  Rural  District  a large  number  of  houses  w^ere 
inspected  and  reported  on  by  the  Medical  Officer,  but  many  of  his 
recommendations  relating  to  insanitary  property  and  contained  in 
his  annual  report  for  1911  had  not,  up  to  the  end  of  1912,  been 
attended  to. 

At  Burnmoor,  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District,  there  are 
many  poor  houses  which  require  attention  in  the  near  future;  at 
Harraton  many  of  the  houses  are  past  repair;  at  Great  Lumley  many 
of  the  houses  are  quite  unfit  for  human  habitation,  but  wdth  respect 
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to  these  the  owners  are  pulling  down  the  old  houses  and  replacing 
them  by  .a  really  good  class  of  house;  at  Urpeth  many  of  the  houses 
mentioned  in  the  previous  year^’s  report  are  old,  very  low,  and  are 
far  from  being  healthy  and  should  be  either  closed  or  heightened ; 
at  Birtley  some  of  tlie  houses  there  require  similar  treatment. 

t 

At  Usworth  some  of  the  houses  belonging  to  the  Colliery  Com- 
pany are  in  a very  insanitary  condition,  and  those  in  Middle  High 
Row,  Taylor^ s Row  and  the  north  side  of  the  Square  “ remain  monu- 
ments of  the  old  insanitary  colliery  house. There  is  a great 
scarcity  y>f  houses  in  this  parish.  At  Washington,  although  many 
improvements  have  been  carried  out,  there  are  still  many  houses  of 
a poor  type  which  should  be  closed. 

In  the  Durham  Rural  District  there  are  many  houses  at  Belmont 
which  are  in  an  insanitaiy  condition  ; at  Back  Double  Row,  Quai;- 
rington  Hill,  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedy  tlie  defective  closets  ; 
attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  insanitarv  condition  of  tlie  houses 
and  conveniences  at  Cast  Iletton  ; at  Framwellgate  Moor  the  Inspec- 
tor states  tliat  tlie  insanitarv  state  of  Ki  old  cottages  mentioned  in 
liis  last  annual  report  has  not  been  attended  to.  The  streets  at  some 
of  tliese  places  are  also  specially  mentioned  as  being  insanitaiy. 

In  the  Easington  Rural  District,  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  to  houses  in  the  village  of  Murton,  but  improvements  to 
other  houses  here  are  urgently  needed  ; the  matter  is  receiving  the 
consideration  of  the  Council. 

In  the  Sunderland  Rural  District  in  many  of  the  old  houses  at 
Ryhope  Ixdonging  to  tlie  Coal  Cornjiany,  dampness  is  noticeable  both 
on  the  ground  floor  and  the  first  storey.  Here  the  Coal  Company 
have  promised  to  comply  with  the  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health’s  recom- 
mendations and  to  im])rove  the  projicrty. 

In  the  Weardale  Rural  District  some  of  the  houses,  says  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  are  structurally  dilapidated  and  insanitary, 
and  although,  comparatively  speaking,  a fairly  high  rental  is 
obtained  and  they  are  seldom  unoccupied,  the  minimum  amount  is 
expended  in  maintaining  them  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  tenant  is  sometimes  blamed  for  the  insanitarv  condition  in 
which  property  is  maintained,  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  while 
thei'e  are  tenants  who  are  thriftless,  irresponsible  and  destructive. 


98 


owners  have  some  justification  in  neglecting  their  property.  But 
most  sanitarians  will  agree  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Hartlepool  that  where  insanitary  property  exists  undesirable  persons 
congregate.  Reporting  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough,  Dr. 
Dickinson  Leigh  says  undoubtedly  there  is  a large  amount  of  unde- 
■'  sirable  property  which  is  not  only  unremunerative  from  an  assess- 
“ merit  point  of  view,  but  which,  by  attracting  an  undesirable  class  of 
‘‘occupiers,  depreciates  the  value  of  adjoining  property.  The 
“ decrease  in  the  population  of  the  Borough  is  largely  attributed  to 
“ the  fact  that  the  decent  class  of  workmen  demand,  and  rightly, 
“ clean  wholesome  houses,  and  at  present  we  are  unable  to  supply 
“ their  wants.’’ 

The  association  between  undesirable  tenants  and  insanitary 
property  is  also  discussed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
Hetton  Urban  District,  who  is  of  opinion  that  “ the  character  and 
“ disposition  of  the  tenant  has  a great  deal  to  do  with  the  cleanliness 
“ and  healthiness  of  a house,”  but,  referring  to  the  old  insanitary 
houses  in  the  district,  he  very  pertinently  remarks  that  “ a tenant 
“ who  would  be  considered  desirable  would  not  willingly  take  a room 
“or  rooms  in  the  majority  of  tenements  in  your  district.”  In  the 
City  of  Durham  a number  of  thriftless  and  undesirable  workmen  of 
migratory  habits  find  accommodation  in  the  town  and  are  respon- 
sible for  much  of  the  overcrowding.  One  of  the  chief  difficulties 
, which  the  Medical  Office]-  of  Health  has  to  contend  with  is  in  con- 
nection with  this  class  of  tenant.  The  remedy  is  surely,  as  Dr. 
Leigh  suggests,  “ a town  planning  scheme,  taking  a district  at  a 
“ time,  acquiring  and  demolishing  old  property  and  building  on  the 
“ area  suitable  houses.” 

During  the  yea)-  the  County  Council  exercised  its  statutory 
powers  under  Sec.  45  (’2)  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890,  with  respect  to  3 houses  at  Middle  Rainton,  in  the  Hough- 
ton-le-Spring  Rural  District,  and  with  respect  to  65  houses  at 
Usworth  Colliery,  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District. 

Sanitary  surveys  of  the  Urban  Districts  by  the  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officer  were  continued,  and  reports  on  the  sanitai'y  circrun- 
stances  of  Leadgate,  Chester-le-Street,  and  Seaham  Harbour  sub- 
mitted to  the  County  Council.  . . 
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STREETS. 

Not  many  years  ago  it  was  by  no  means  an  uncommon  practice 
in  rural  as  well  as  in  the  m’bari  districts  for  rows  or  streets  of  bouses 
to  be  erected  without  any  real  attempt  being  made  to  carry  out  street 
works,  and  very  little  provision  was  made  for  taking  off  the  surface 
water,  or  otherwise  rendering  impervious  the  curtilages  of  the 
houses.  Even  at  the  present  time,  in  the  case  of  new  property, 
streets  are  frequently  left  unmade  long  after  the  houses  have  been 
erected  and  occupied.  The  result  is  that  throughout  the  County 
there  are  many  streets  in  a most  insanitary  condition.  In  parts  of 
the  urban  districts  and  in  many  of  the  colliery  villages  the  streets 
in  winter  become  almost  im})assable,  whilst  in  the  summer  the  soft 
and  porous  earth,  impregnated  with  organic  matter,  l)ecomes  an  ad- 
mirable breeding  gTound  for  germs  of  disease,  llajjpily,  the  injurious 
effect  of  these  unmade  sti’eets  and  unpaved  yards  on  the  health  of 
the  community  is  now  becoming  generally  recognised,  and  many  of 
the  reports  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  more  particularly 
those  relating  to  the  urban  districts,  show  that  during  the  year  many 
improvements  were  effected  in  this  direction,  whilst  in  other  districts 
important  contracts  had  been  entered  into  for  the  carrying  out  of 
works  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

In  the  majority  of  the  reports,  and  more  particularly  those  of 
the  urban  districts,  brief  reference  is  made  to  the  structural  condi- 
tion and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  in 
comparatively  few  is  the  information  given  such  as  would  lead  one  to 
believe  that  a systematic  and  efficient  supervision  was  carried  out. 
In  two  or  three  reports  the  unsatisfactoiy  condition  of  the  premises 
from  which  milk  is  sold  is  ad^•erselv  commented  on  bv  the  Medical 

t/  v' 

Officer  of  Health.  In  South  wick  and  in  the  Sunderland  Rural  Dis- 
tricts the  dairy  cows  were  inspected  by  a veterinary  surgeon.  In 
the  former  district  31  out  of  G3  cows  were  tested  with  tuberculin, 
and  the  sale  of  milk  from  one  which  was  found  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis  of  the  udder  was  stopped  : in  the  latter  district  534  cows 
were  inspected,  and  of  these  4 were  found  to  be  di.seased 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

In  most  of  the  reports  some  reference  is  made  to  the  slaughter- 
houses which  are  regularly  inspected  and,  having  regard  to  the 
character  of  many  of  the  premises,  are  said  to  be  on  the  whole 
well  kept.  During  the  year  a number  of  improvements  were  carried 
out,  and  the  use  of  some  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering 
was  discontinued.  In  several  instances  carcases  of  diseased  animals 
were  seized  and  destroyed,  but  in  many  cases  the  slaughter-houses 
are  far  apart  and  for  this  and  other  reasons  it  is  found  impracticable 
to  adequately  supervise  the  slaughtering.  To  meet  this  difficulty, 
and  in  view  of  tbe  fact  that  in  many  instances  the  premises  are  old 
in  construction  and  otherwise  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  a number 
of  Medical  Officei’s  of  Health  recommend  the  provision  of  public 
slaughter-houses.  The  use  of  the  patent  killer  in  the  slaughtering 
of  animals,  which  is  said  to  be  quite  as  effectual  and  much  less  pain- 
ful than  the  present  method  of  slaughteiing,  is  also  suggested  and 
should  receive  consideration. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces  throughout  the 
County  appear  to  have  been  inspected  regularly,  and  where  nuisances 
were  found  steps  were  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to  abate 
them.  Uncleanliness  and  overcrowding  were  found  in  a number  of 
instances,  and  from  12  to  14  notices  were  served  to  provide  additional 
sanitary  accommodation.  In  only  a few  of  the  reports  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  bakehouses  discussed  at  any  length,  but  very  few  appear 
to  be  underground.  Some  of  the  largest  urban  districts  received 
lists  of  ‘‘out-workers,^^  but  judging  from  the  information  supplied 
very  few  persons  in  the  County,  undertake  home  work  of  the  kind 
scheduled  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  Copies  of  the 
Schedules  supplied  to  the  Secretary  of  State  accom])anied  the  reports 
of  the  district  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

/ 

MIDWIYES  ACT. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  County  in  1912  was 
29,358,  and  of  these  approximately  4,259  were  attended  by  midwives. 

In  the  quarter  ended  December  31st,  the  number  of  registered 
midwives  was  243,  and  of  these  151  notified  their  intention  to 
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l>ractice.  The  number  of  midwives  in  the  (’ounty  holding  certilicates 
of  having  passed  the  examination  of  the  Central  Midwives  Hoard  or 
some  other  recognized  authority  was  only  84, 

The  number  of  notifications  of  still-births  received  was  94. 
Medical  help  was  sent  for  on  170  occasions,  and  the  deaths  of  one 
mother  and  five  children  occurred  in  the  practice  of  midwives ; in  all 
cases  of  deaths  enquiries  were  made  by  the  County  Midwives 
Inspector. 


8even  cases  of  puer]ieral  fever  occurring  in  the  practice  of  mid- 
wives were  reported  to  the  County  i\Iedical  Officer,  who  is  the  Execu- 
tive Officer  under  the  Act.  Each  case  was  carefully  enquired  into, 


the  medical  officer  of  health  of  the  district  in  which  the  case  occurred 


was  notified,  and  appropriate  steps  taken  for  dealing  with  each  case. 


During  the  year  the  deaths  of  7 midwives  occurred  ; 21  relin- 
quished practice  on  account  of  ill-health,  3 for  other  reasons, 
and  2 took  up  their  residence  in  another  county. 

Formal  warnings  for  breaches  of  the  rules  of  the  Central  Mid- 
wives Board  were  sent  to  12  midwives,  90  visits  with  respect  to  com- 
plaints of  alleged  illegal  practising  of  midwifery  by  88  women  who 
were  not  qualified  to  do  so  by  certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  were  made,  and  22  formally  warned  of  the  consequences  of 
continuing  such  practice. 

One  representation  was  made  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board  in 
the  case  of  a certified  midwife  for  neglect  and  misconduct;  the 
charges  were  proved  and  tlie  midwife  severely  censured.  Another 
midwife,  whose  name  was  I’emoved  from  the  Roll  during  the  year, 
has  since  died. 


Proceedings  were  taken  agaihst  an  unqualified  woman  for  prac- 
tising habitually  and  for  gain  otherwise  than  under  the  direction  of 
a qualified  medical  practitioner.  One  of  the  charges  preferred  was 
proved,  but  the  magistrates  held  that  the  other  charges  were  in 
respect  of  attendances  in  emergency  and  that  habitual  practice  was 
not  proved  and  dismissed  the  case.  At  the  end  of  the  year  other 
proceedings  were  pending. 

There  are  undoubtedly  a large  number  of  unregistered  women  in 
this  County  who  habitually  l>reak  the  law  and  carry  on  a consider- 
able midwifery  {»ractice,  ljut  the  defects  in  the  i\ridwives  Act  and 
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the  difficulty  in  obtaining  satisfactory  evidence  makes  it  easy  for 
those  'who  have  some  knowledge  of  the  law^  to  keep  within  its  juris- 
diction. An  unqualitied  woman  will  explain  to  her  prospective 
patient  that  although  quite  competent  to  act  she  can  oidy  do  so  if  a 
doctor  is  engaged.  Jh'ovisional  arrangements  are  then  made  for 
medical  attendance,  but  when  the  continement  takes  place  no  doctor 
is  sent  for. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Including  1^35  sent  by  the  local  officials  of  the  Boroughs  of 

* 

Stockton,'  Darlington  and  Jarrow,  the  number  of  samples  submitted 
to  the  County  Analyst  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1912, 
was  1,14:9,  and  of  these  98  or  S'o2  % were  certified  to  be  adulterated, 
or  to  be  below*  the  standard.  The  number  examined  each  quarter  is 
here  given  : — 


Samples 

Not 

Proportion 

Examined. 

Genuine. 

per  cent. 

1st  Quarter  

267 

28 

10-48 

2nd  Quarter  

285 

22 

7'71 

3rd  Quarter  

308 

30 

9-74 

4:th  Quarter  

289 

18 

6-22 

1,149 

98 

8'52 

Of  the  1,149  samples,  800  w^ere 

foodstuffs,  238 

wines  and 

spirits,  and  111  drugs;  the  number  and  proportion  per  cent,  in  each 

of  these  quarters  found  to  be  either  adulterated  or  to  be  below^  the 

standard  are  given  in  the  followdng  tabk 

k » 
j * 

Samples 

Not 

Proportion 

Examined. 

Genuine. 

per  cent. 

Foods  

800 

75 

9'3 

Spirits  

238 

15 

6-3 

Drugs  

111 

8 

7-2 

1,149 

98 

8*5 

The  800  articles  of  food  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  included 

421  samples  of  milk,  and 

in  the  following  table,  which  gives  in 

quarterly  periods  the  results  of  the  an 

alyses,  it  will  be 

i seen  that 

during  the  first  nine  montln 

; of  tlie  vear  ; 

e/ 

i uniformly  large 

proportion 
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of  the  samples  of  the  milk  were  below  the  standard,  but  that  during 
the  fourth  quarter  for  some  unaccountable  reason  only  a compara- 
tively small  proportion  were  found  otherwise  than  genuine : — 

Samples  Below  the  Proportion 

Examined.  Standard.  per  cent. 


1st  Quarter  99  ...  19  . . 19*2 

2nd  Quarter  108  ...  21  ...  19‘4 

3rd  Quarter  104  ...  21  ...  20'2 

4th  Quarter  110  ...  9 ...  8*2 


421  ...  70  ...  16*4 

In  his  report  fof  the  quarter  ended  30th  September,  19B2,  the 
Public  Analyst  points  out  that  in  view  of  the  recent  complaints  that 
a 3 per  cent,  standard  for  fat  in  milk  pressed  unjustly  upon  the 
farmers  and  milk-sellers  of  the  County,  the  composition  of  the  milk 
submitted  to  him  for  analysis  during  that  quarter  was  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest,  for  while  1912  was  one  of  the  wettest  years  for 
more  than  50  years,  and  the  three  months  under  consideration 
especially  so,  only  2 out  of  103  samples  analysed  fell  substantially 
below  3 per  cent.  The  County  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures 
also  remarks  on  the  excellent  quality  of  almost  every  sample,  the 
fat  ranging  as  high  as  5’ 25  per  cent.,  while  samples  containing  4 per 
cent,  of  fat  and  above  were  quite  common.  When  samples  were 
found  to  be  below  the  standard  it  was  chiefly  in  the  non-fatty  solids, 
showing  that  the  commonest  form  of  sophistication  was  the  addition 
of  water.  Other  articles  of  food  submitted  to  the  analyst  included 
butter  (92),  lard  (56),  pepper  (44),  ginger  (34),  cheese  (27),  ground 
almonds  (19),  cinnamon  (15),  jam  (14),  yeast  (13),  meal  and  flour  (8), 
malt  (5),  olive  oil,  lemon  curd,  rice,  arrowroot,  baking  powder  (4 
each),  golden  syrup,  margarine,  cloves,  coffee  (3  each),  and  mustard, 
mince-meat,  beef  suet,  marmalade,  cocoa  essence,  rolled  oats,  tapi- 
oca (1  each). 

The  administration  of  the  Act  in  the  Non-County  Boroughs  is 
undertaken  by  their  local  officials,  while  the  taking  of  samples  in  the 
rest  of  the  Administrative  Comity  is  carried  out  by  the  Chief  Inspec- 
tor of  Weights  and  Measures,  who  reports  directly  to  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

In  the  Non-County  Boroughs  327  samples  were  taken  for 
analysis  and  34  or  10’ 1 per  cent,  were  reported  to  be  adulterated  or 
below  the  standard. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  ENQUIRIES. 


The  following  Local  Government  Board  Enquiries  were  held 
during  the  year  into  applications  from  local  authonties  in  the  Ck>unty 
for  loans  for  sanitary  purposes  and  other  matters  of  sanitary 
import : — 


1912. 


Applicant.  Amount. 


Purpose. 


Feb.  13  I Durham  Rural  Dis- 
1 trict  Council 


i £3,600 


Works  of  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  for  vill- 
age of  East  Hetton,  in 
Township  ot  Coxhoe. 


May 


Auckland,  Shildon,  i £6,600 
and  Willington 
.Joint  Hospital 
Board 


Plxtensiou  of  their  Infec-  i 
tious  Diseases  Hospitals  1 
at  Tindale  Crescent  and  j 
Helmington  Row,  i 


May  24 


Durham  County 
Council 


Complaint  under  Section 
299  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1875,  that  the  Rural 
District  Council  of  Eas-  I 
ington  have  made  de-  | 
fault  in  not  providing  I 
the  Village  of  Wingate  | 
with  sufficient  sewers  i 
and  in  maintaining  ex-  i 
isiing  sewers. 


July  9 I Chester -le  Street 
j Rural  District 
Council 


£2,400 


Erection  of  an  additional 
pavilion  at  their  Infec- 
tious Diseases  Hospital. 


July  30 
(Post- 
poned 
from 
July  16) 


Barnard  Castle 
Urban  District 
Council 


i 


£2,971 


(a)  Works  of  Sewerage  in  j 
the  Bridgegate  and  j 
Thorngate  District,  i 

(h)  Works  of  Street  Ini-  I 
proven] ent  in  Upper  and  | 
Lower  Galgate.  ! 

(c)  Works  of  Water  Supply 
in  Bridgegate. 
f d)  The  provision  of  U nder- 
ground  Sanitary  Con- 
veniences in  the  Market 
Place,  opposite  the 
“King’s  Arms”  Hotel, 
and  in  Lower  Galgate,  ^ 
opposite  the  Commercial 
Hotel. 


Result. 


Application 

granted. 


Application 

granted. 


R.D.C. 
undertook 
to  provide 
Sewerage 
scheme,  etc. 


Application 

granted. 


Decision 

pending. 


Loan  of  £450 
sanctioned 
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1912. 

Applicant. 

Amount.j 

Purpose, 

Result. 

July  ‘23 

i 

1 

Annfield  Plain  Ur- 
ban District  ! 

Council  I 

' 

1 

£14,400 

For  the  purposes  of  a scheme 
under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  and  for 
the  purchase  of  land  and 
the  erection  of  working 
class  dwellings. 

Loan  of 

£14,308 

sanctioned. 

July  24 

Sunderland  Rural 
District  Council. 

£6,000 

Extension  of  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital. 

£5,283  sanc- 
tioned for 
Buildings, 
and  £682  for 
Furni>hing, 
£35  for  Linen 
refused. 

Oct.  9 

Chester  - le  - Street 
Rural  District 
Council 

£12.200 

and 

£630 

For  the  purposes  of  a scheme 
under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  for 
the  provision  of  working 
class  dwellings  in  the 
Township  oi  Great  and 
Little  Us  worth. 

Application 

granted. 

Oct.  15 

Chester  - le  - Street 
Rural  District 
Council 

£l,3«3 

Works  of  Water  Supply  for 
for  the  Townships  of 
Great  Lumley  and  Little 
Lumley. 

Decision 

pending. 

Oct.  24 

Ea''ingt')n  Rural 
District  Council 

£23,700 

For  the  purposes  of  a scheme 
under  Part  III.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  for 
the  purchase  of  land  and 
the  erection  of  working 
class  dwellings  at  Mur- 
ton  Colliery. 

Application 

granted. 

Oct.  25 

Stockton  Rural 
District  Council. 

£450 

Works  of  Sewerage  for  the 
Parish  of  Norton,  in- 
cluding the  execution  of 
works  in  the  Borough  of 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Application 

granted. 

Dec.  6 

! Durham  City 

1 Council. 

1 

! 

1 

[ 

/ 

I 

1 

1 

i 

I £1,025 

1 ’ 

Erection  of  working-class 
dwellings  ; also  for  con- 
sent to  the  appropria- 
tion of  certain  lands, 

, situated  in  Providence 

Row,  for  purposes  of  Part 
III.  of  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890. 

1 

Application 

granted. 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  ENQUIKIES. 

The  following  enquiries  bearing  on  public  health  administration 
were  held  by  the  County  Council  during  1912  : — 


1912. 

Applicant. 

Subject  of  Enquiry. 

Result. 

N ov.  5 

Lanchester  K.D.C. 

Petitions  against  the  Confirma- 

Petitions  allowed. 

and  Lanchester 

tion  of  the  Order  made  by 

County  Council 

Parish  Council. 

the  Couniy  Council  on  15th 
February,  1912,  for  the 
transfer  of  a part  of  the 
Parish  of  Lanchester  to  the 
Urban  District  of  Stanley 
and  the  Parish  of  South 
Moor. 

Order  not  con- 
firmed. 

Dec.  4 

Bettoii-le-Hole 

Extension  of  the  Urban  Dis- 

Application  re- 

U.D.C. 

trict  by  the  inclusion  of  parts 
of  the  Townships  of  Great 
Eppleton,  Little  Eppleton, 
and  Pittington. 

fused.  No 
• Order  made. 

On  the  following  pages  will  be  found  tables  giving  tlie  chief  vital 
statistics  of  the  Administi'ative  Countr , a chart  sltowing  for  each 
month  the  nunihei'  of  deaths  fi'om  the  seven  |)rincipal  ej;)idemic 
diseases,  and  a table  gi^■ing  the  montldy  average  rainfall  in  certain 
stations  in  the  noith-east  of  Kngiand.  At  the  end  of  the  summary 
are  tables  I'elating  to  the  vita!  statistics  of  the  sevei’al  sanitary 
districts. 


'J’ajiulated  Statement  of  the  Chief  Vital  Statisiics  of  the  Administrative  County  of  J)ukham, 

COMPILED  FROM  THE  MONTHLY  RkTURNS  SUPPLIED  TO  THE  CoUNTV  MeDTCAL 

Officer  by  the  Registrars  1912. 
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Table  giving  the  Rainfall  and  other  forms  of  preoifitation  during  1912  in  certain  Climatological 

Stations  in  the  North  Rastkrn  Districts  of  England. 
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r/f£  Number  or  Deaths  due/ng each  Month  of /SJBeromthe^evenOiiefZymot/cD/seaseb 


j),.,. WHOOPING 


from  Smallpox  during  the  year— in 


MEASLES 


April. 


DIPHTHERIA 

AND 

CROUP. 


fevers 

(Enteric  and 
Continued) 

□ 


SCARLET 

fever 


Ai,  0- V *1  % ■■  >•*  ^ j 'vi . » 


BOROUGHS. 


DARLINGTON. 


S.  G.  Mostvn,  M.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

h\eectious  Diseases-^Cases  and  (Deathsl 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

.'.7,104 

55,911 

T(»tal  notifications  . . 

748 

824 

Birth-rate  

25 -50 

26 '76 

Siaallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

12-48 

14-97 

■Scarlet  fever  , . 

506 

719 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

0-9S 

1-82 

Diphtheria  

58 

57 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

0-94 

1-07 

Fevers  (Enteric,  (fee.) 

10 

19 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-40 

1-48 

Puerperal  lever 

1 

1 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

539 

725 

rate  

1-55 

2-05 

Measles 

(H) 

(11) 

Infant  mortality -rate  per  l,uOO 

Whooping  cough 

(16) 

(12) 

births 

84 

135 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 ye<».rs)  .. 

(8) 

(34) 

Low«sit  death  rate  and  infant  mortality  rat*  recorded  in  the  BorouKb. 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Sup  ply. —Tha  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  obtained 
- from  tlie  River  Tees.  At  the  works,  which  is  the  property  of  the 
Corporation,  it  is  purified  b}-  passing  it  over  sand  filter  beds,  and  to 
counteract  any  plumbo-solvent  action  the  water  is  treated  with  lime. 

Samples  Avere  tested  regularly  by  the  County  Analyst,  who 
reported  that  the  results  of  the  analyses  Avere  entirely  satisfactory. 

Sewerage. — The  sewage  of  the  toAvn  is  treated  at  the  sew'age 
farm  situated  in  the  Skerne  Valley  about  a mile  south  of  the  town. 
The  scheme  for  improving  the  sewers  and  the  method  of  sewage 
disposal  Dr.  Mostyn  hopes  mu  11  soon  be  carried,  out. 

Sea L-enging.~— The  total  number  of  privy-ashpits  in  the  Borough 
is  0,652,  the  number  of  midden-privies  2,170,  and  the  number  of 
water-closets  4,347.  In  1912,  459  midden-privies  were  replaced  by 
water-closets,  and  at  the  end  of  the  A^ear  the  conversion  of  286  more 
privies  Avas  in  hand. 


The  small  ashpit-privies  are  emptied  once  a Aveek,  the  large 
midden-privies  once  a month. 


Referring  to  these  midden-privies  and  the  midden-steads  in  con- 
nection with  stables,  Dr.  Mostyn,  in  his  annual  reports,  draws  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  they  are  a menace  to  the  public  health.  He  also 


points  out  that  '■  the  principal  source  of  epidemic-  diarrhoea,  from 
“ which  many  infants  die  yearly  in  hot  weather,  is  through  germs 
“ from  decomposing  organic  matter  being  carried  to  the  food  by  dust 
“ and  flies/’  Dr.  Mostyn  hopes  that  the  efforts  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  the  Press  in  drawing  attention  to  the  serious  danger 
arising  from  flies  in  hot  weather  will  be  successful  in  diminishing 
this  danger  to  health. 

Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  275  were  built  and  occupied.  The 
total  number  of  inspections  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  during  the  year  was  457,  and  the  number  of  notices 
served  for  remedying  defects  55,  as  against  201  and  25  respectively 
in  1911.  The  number  of  notices  complied  with  was  41  ; in  some 
cases  the  notices  w'ere  still  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  the 
time  under  the  notice  had  not  yet  expired. 

No  houses  were  closed  diuinu:  the  vear. 

(h)  Insanitary  Property : The  conversion  of  the  foul,  insanitary 
fii-ivies,  of  which  tliere  are  still  a large  number  in  the  Borough,  is 
receiving  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Nuisances — The  number  of  informal  and  formal  notices  served 
to  abate  nuisances  was  1,852  and  1,644  respectively,  and  the  number 
of  nuisances  abated  1,855.  With  respect  to  structural  defects  to 
houses  906  notices  Avere  served,  and  Avith  respect  to  drainage  659. 
Witli  respect  to  houses  not  provided  Avith  sufficient  sinks  and  slop 
stones,  8 informal  and  179  formal  notices  Avere  sei’A'ed;  of  these, 
the  nuisance  Avas  abated  in  77.  With  respect  to  ashpits  and  priAues, 
905  notices  Avere  served,  and  of  these  745  Avere  taken  under  Section 
56  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  foi-  the  substitution  of  Avater- 
closets  and  ashbins  for  privy-middens. 

(U)nimon  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  10  registered  common 
lodging  houses  with  accommodation  for  481  lodgers.  They  are 
regularly  inspected.  Notices  to  abate  nuisances  Avere  served  in  10 
instances. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — There  are  25  registered  cow- 
keepers  and  dairymen  and  98  retail  purveyors  of  milk.  The  coav- 
sheds  are  fairly  well  kept,  and  there  is  some  improvement  in  the  milk 
shops. 


SfaiiH/i.tei  -liou.v  s. — -The  wlioie  <>i‘  the  slaughter-Jiouse>  (38)  were 
regularly  inspected  dunng  the  year.  They  were  found  to  be  kept  in 
a fairly  satisfactory  condition,  having  regard  to  their  position, 
eonstnietion  and  general  arrangements,  whicli  in  many  ' cases  are 
insanitary. 


Off'ensicc  Trades. — -The  otl'ensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  borough 
are:  bone  boiler  (1),  fellmonger  (1),  gut  scra[x^r  (1),  fat  extractors 
and  tripe  boilers  (4),  tripe  boiler  only  (1),  fat  extractor  only  (1), 
hsh  fryers  (33),  and  rag  and  bone  dealers  (11).  These  premises 
were  regularly  inspected. 


Power  to  include  in  the  list  of  offensive  trades  “ fat  melter  or 
fat  extractor,  ftsh  fryer,  gut  scraper,  rag  and  bone  dealer  and  candle- 
maker  ” was  obtained  in  May,  1911,  by  Order  of  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment Board,  under  Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
ment Act,  1907. 


Food  and  Drags. — During  the  year  131  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  were  submitted  to  the  analyst,  which  is  equal  to  a rate  of  2‘29 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  or  one  sample  for  every  436 
jiersons.  Of  the  131  samples  74  were  taken  formally  and  57  infor- 
mall}'.  Tlie  number  of  samples  which  proved  to  be  adulterated  was 
18,  namely,  milk  8,  coffee  1,  tincture  of  ginger  1,  cream  of  tartar  3, 
and  spirits  5. 


The  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  72  samples  of  milk  showed 
that  the  percentage  of  fatty  and  non-fatty  solids  was  well  above  the 
standard  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 


In  the  case  of  the  8 found  to  be  adulterated  the  percentage  of 
fat  was  above  the  3 per  cent,  standard  of  the  Board.  It  was  the 
non-fatty  solids  that  were  deficient,  indicating  that  water  had  been 
added. 


Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  6 instances,  while  in  other 
cases  warning  notices  were  sent  by  the  Town  Clerk. 

About  25,000  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  and  about  three-fourths  of  these  were  inspected  at  the  time 
of  slaughtering.  The  total  food  surrendered  and  destroyed  during 


the  year  was  over  8^  torifs.  The  wliole  of  this  was  \'oluntarily  sur- 
rendered to  the  Inspector. 

Factories  and  TForfcs/iops.— The  total  number  of  factories  and 
workshops  on  the  register  is  356,  and  these  were  inspected  regularly. 
Notices  were  served  in  54  instances  to  remedy  certain  defects  or  to 
abate  nuisances;  all,  with  one  exception,  were  complied  with. 

23  notices  w'ere  received  from  His  Majesty's  Inspector  of  Fac- 
tories with  reference  to  defects  remediable  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts.  In  each  case  the  defect  was  attended  to.  There  is  one  under- 
ground bakehouse  in  the  Borough. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

Tlie  general  adoption  of  the  water-carriage  system  and  the 
abolition  of  the  insanitary  aslipit-privies. 

To  tlie  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  appended 
the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  from  which  some  of  the 
foregoing  particulars  have  been  abstracted. 


DURHAM. 

-A.  M.  Vann,  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics.  \ Infectious  Diseases-^  Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population  . . . . 

17.550 

17, .5.50 

Total  notifications 

88 

41 

Birth-rate  . . 

24'78 

26-89 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

13-96 

17-09 

Scarlet  fever 

18 

12 

Zvmotic  death-rate 

0-85 

1-59 

Diphtheria  

16 

17 

Phthisis  death-rate 

1-02 

0-74 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.)  ..  .. 

9 

5 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-25 

1-13 

Puerperal  fever  ’ . . ... 

nil 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  ho.spital 

28 

19 

rate  . . 

1-99 

3-07 

Measles  

(4) 

(2) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Whooping  cough  

(4) 

(4) 

births  . . 

101 

150 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteriti-s  (under 

2 years)  . . 

(2) 

(18) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply — The  supply  is  from  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company,  whose  gathering  grounds  are  in  the  Wear  Valley 
district.  To  counteract  its  plumbo-solvency  the  water  is  treated. 
It  is  analysed  twice  yearly:  the  supply  is  continuous  and  of  good 
quality. 
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Sewerage. — The  disconnection  of  house  drains  from  the 
“sewers/'  writes  Dr.  Vann,  “is  by  no  means  complete,  and 
“ although  much  has  been  done  many  cases  still  remain  requiring 
“attention."  In  1912  the  number  of  disconnections  carried  out 
was  24. 

The  number  of  ash-closets  in  the  City  is  93  and  ashpit-privies 
625.  The  question  of  converting  these  insanitary  privies  into  water- 
closets  has  received  much  consideration  bv  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Health  Committee,  and  as  a result  of  their  action 
64  ashpit-privies  have  been  converted  into  water-closets. 

Scavenging. — No  mention  is  made. 

Rousing — (a)  New'  Houses:  The  number  of  new  houses  erected 
in  1912  was  20,  as  against  21  in  1911  and  27  in  1910. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations  w-as  136,  and  of  these  11  were  certified  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  In  9 cases  closing  orders  were  made: 
the  remaining  2 were  put  into  a proper  vstate  of  habitation  as  the 
result  of  action  taken  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing,  Towm  Plan- 
ning, Etc.,  Act.  1909, 

During  the  year  the  'Sanitary  Inspector  has  extended  and 
amplified  his  records  of  the  houses  in  the  City,  making  notes  of 
alterations  carried  out  during  the  year  and  generally  bringing  the 
housing  inspection  cards  and  registers  up-to-date,  (h)  Insanitary 
Property : Dr.  Vann  again  drawls  attention  to  the  number  of  old 
disused  and  uninhabited  buildings  in  a more  or  less  ruinous  condition, 
which,  besides  being  a disfigurement,  seriously  interfere  with  the 
lighting  and  air  space  about  those  dwellings  wdiich  are  inhabited. 
He  hopes  that  something  will  be  done  during  the  coming  year  to  deal 
with  these  obstructive  buildings  and  also  with  respect  to  the  demoli- 
tion of  those  houses  which  have  been  more  recently  closed  under 
the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act,  1909. 

Nuisances — The  number  of  nuisances  abated  during  the  year 
w'as  1,189,  and  in  all  but  81  informal  notices  were  served.  For 
structural  defects  to  dwelling-houses,  317  informal  and  8 formal 
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notices  were  served;  with  respect  to  water-closets,  220  and  12 
respectively;  and  with  respect  to  general  nuisances,  314. 

Common  Lodgiim  Houses — The  number  of  common  lodging- 
houses  (8)  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  7 formal  notices  were 
served  to  abate  nuisances  in  connection  with  defective  paving,  water- 
closet  accommodation,  defective  walls  and  ceilings,  and  with  respect 
to  uncleanliness. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — There  are  now  4 cowsheds 
occupied  in  the  City  as  against  6 in  1911.  To  cleanse  and  white- 
wash, 2 notices  were  served. 

Slaughter-houses — The  number  of  slaughter-houses  is  now  14 
as  against  15  in  1911.  To  comply  with  the  bye-laws  14  notices  were 
served.  The  desirability  from  a sanitary  standpoint  of  providing  a 
public  slaughter-house  is  again  urged  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  City. 

Food  and  Drugs. — The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the 
public  analyst  was  206,  equal  to  I’l  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population,  or  one  sample  to  every  875  persons.  No  proceedings 
were  taken,  but  2 purveyors  of  milk  were  cautioned. 

Factories  and.  Workshops. — The  number  of  factories  and  work- 
shops on  the  register  is  185,  and  this  includes  7 bakehouses  (1  under- 
ground). To  these  places  314  inspections  were  made  and,  Avith 
respect  to  certain  minor  defects  18  notices  were  served.  Notice  to 
provide  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  was  served  in  1 case. 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  City  is  5. 

Sanitary  Requiremknts . 

1 The  abolition  of  the  insanitary  ashpit-privies. 

2, — The  demolition  of  certain  disused  buildings  to  provide 
better  means  of  lighting  and  air  space  to  bAAnllings  in  their  vicinity. 

3.  — The  yjrovision  of  a public  slaughter-house. 


116 


HARTLEPOOL. 

J.  Dickinson  Leigh,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Ofificer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases—Cases  and  (Deaths) 

1912. 

1911. 

191-2.  191L 

Estimated  Population 

21,060 

20,956 

Total  notifications  . . . . . 

83 

.38 

Birth-rate  

30-73 

31-11 

Small  pox 

4 

nil 

Death-rate  

17-05 

20-04 

Scarlet  fever 

29 

28 

Zymotic  death-rate 

0-71 

1-81 

Diphtheria  

6 

8 

Phthisis  death-ra  te  . 

0-61 

1-67 

Fevers  (Enteric,  «fec.)  .. 

nil. 

1 

Total  Tuberculosis  death- 

Puerperal  fever  

nil. 

nil. 

rare  

1-94 

2-62 

Cases  treated  at  Hospital  . . 

10 

8 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles  

(10) 

(3) 

rate  

2-47 

2-86 

Whooping  cough 

(nil.) 

(2) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

1,000  births 

106 

161 

2 years)  

(4) 

(28) 

Ge^'ERAL  Sajnitation. 


Water  Supply — For  domestic  purposes  the  water  supply,  which 
is  the  property  of  the  Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water  Coy.,  is  derived 
from  a series  of  borings  in  the  limestone  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Middleton  Road,  West  Hartlepool.  The  borings  are  6 in.  in  diam- 
eter and  are  carried  to  a depth  of  150  to  250  feet.  The  water  rises 
to  within  25  feet  of  the  surface  and  from  the  several  borings  it  is 
conducted  by  means  of  a culvert  to  a central  well  on  the  site.  It  is 
then  pumped  to  overhead  tanks  and  to  an  open  reservoir. 


The  tanks  serve  the  town,  w'hile  the  reservoir  is  reserved  for 
the  farms,  cottages,  etc.,  in  the  rural  neighbourhood. 

The  results  of  the  chemical  analysis  and  the  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  water  show  it  to  l>e  someAvhat  hard  (40*3  per 
100,000)  but  of  a high  degree  of  purity. 

For  trade  purposes  a separate  supply  is  provided. 

For  domestic  purposes  26  gallons  per  head  per  diem  are  sup- 
plied; for  trade  purposes  16. 

Sewerage.- — No  mention  is  made  except  the  fact  that  all  the 
sewage  of  the  town  is  conveyed  away  from  the.  dwellings  by:  a 
water-carriage  system. 


house  refuse  is  removed  to  a destructor. 


Reusing — (a)  New  houses:  Erected  in  1912,  23;  all  were 
occupied.  (1>)  lusaiiitai'y  Propert}' : A liouse-to-liouse  inspection 
by  the  Insj^ector  of  Nuisances  is  shortly  to  be  institutc-d.  The  Coun- 
cil ane  at  present  demolishing  a site  with  a view  to  building  4 new 
houses,  and  it  is  proposexi  to  let  them  at  7/-  a w’eek.  Referring  to 
the  large  amount  of  insanitary  projierty  in  the  town,  Dr.  Dickinson 
Leigh  writes  undoubtedly  there  is  a large  amount  of  undesirable 
“ property  wdiich  is  not  only  unremunerative  from  an  assessment 
“ point  of  view,  but  which,  by  attracting  an  undesirable  class  of 
“ occupiers,  depreciates  the  value  of  adjoining  property.  The 
“ decrease  in  population  in  the  Borough  is  largely  due  to  the  fact 
“ that  the  decent  class  of  w’orkmen  demand,  and  rightly,  clean, 
“ w^holesome  houses,  and  at  present  tve  are  unable  to  supply  their 
‘Svants.^’  Dr.  Leigh  advises  a comprehensive  towm  planning 
scheme,  taking  a district  at  a time,  acquiring  and  demolishing  old 
property,  and  building  on  the  area  suitable  houses. 

Nuisances — -The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  507,  and  with 
respect  to  these  461  informal  and  46  formal  notices  were  served. 
xAmongst  the  nuisances  abated  w^ere  the  followung : — defects  in  the 
structural  condition  of  dwelling-houses,  69;  yard  paving,  22;  house 
drainage,  85;  water-closets,  83;  and  11  notices  were  served  with 
respect  to  overcrow’ding. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — There  are  7 common  lodging  houses. 
From  a structural  point  of  view  they  leave  much  to  be  desired  ; the 
floors  are  bad  and  so  is  the  lighting.  Dr.  Leigh  hopes  that  the 
provision  of  a municipal  lodging  house  will  form  part  of  the  Coun- 
cil’s scheme  should  one  be  undertaken.  During  the  yeai'  as  many 
as  243  visits  of  inspection  w'cre  paid  to  the  lodging  houses. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — There  are  39  registered  pur- 
veyors of  milk  in  the  towui ; in  2 cases  the  business  is  confined  to  the 
sale  of  milk,  5 are  dairy  farmers,  one  is  a cow  keeper,  while  the 
remaining  persons  carry  on  miscellaneous  trades  such  os  confec- 
tioners (5),  general  dealers  (15),  grocers  (4),  butcher  (1),  and  fruit- 
erers (3).  Dr.  Leigh  draws  attention  to  the  undesirability  of 
allowing  milk  to  be  stored  on  such  premises,  and  the  difficulty  of 
enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Order. 


118 


Slauijliier-hou^^cs. — There  are  23  slaughter-heuises  ; 13  are  regiK- 
tered  and  10  are  licensed.  In  7 instances  the  shop  is  used  as  a 
slaughter-house.  The  present  arrangements  are  objectionable,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  adequatel}'  supervise  the  slaughtering. 

Offensive  Trades — No  mention  is  made. 

Food  and  Drugs — The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the 
analyst  was  72 ; one  was  found  to  be  adulterated.  Several  samples 
of  margarine  contained  from  14  to  25  grains  per  lb.  of  boracic  acid. 
Four  seizures  of  unwholesome  food  were  made. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 8 inspections  of  factories  and  237  of 
workshops  were  made  during  the  year.  Action  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  ^vas  taken  with  respect  to  cleanliness  in  10  cases,  with 
respect  to  nuisances  in  6,  and  with  respect  to  the  sanitary  accom- 
modation in  2, 

No  list  of  outworkers  was  received.  There  are  2 underground 
bakehouses ; one  of  them  was  certified  dmung  the  year.  The  number 
of  workshops  on  the  register  is  50  and  include  12  places  where  fish 
cmdng  is  carried  on. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1. -— The  provision  of  better  housing  conditions  for  the  working 
classes. 

2.  — Improvements  to  the  common  lodging  houses,  and  the 
provision  of  a Municipal  Lodging  House. 

3. — -Improved  conditions  for  the  sale  of  milk  and  for  the 
slaughtering  of  animals. 
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JARROW-ON  TYNE. 

J.  M.  Nicoll,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics.  , lf)/ectiou^  Diseases —CoAcs  and  (Deaths). 


1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Kstiraated  Population 

34,400 

33,73*3 

Total  notifications 

219 

146 

Birth-rate 

32*06 

31*18 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  

16*71 

16*71 

Scarlet  fever 

59 

77 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1*39 

1-77 

Diphtheria  

43 

42 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . . . 

1*16 

1*36 

Fever.s  (Enteric,  Ac.)  .. 

10 

9 

Total  Tuberculosis  death- 

Puerperal  fever  

nil. 

nil. 

rate  

1*80 

*2*13 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

75 

69 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Measles  

(13) 

(11) 

rate  ) . . 

3*66 

2*99 

Whooping  cough 

(18) 

(nil.) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

l,0o0  births 

116 

126 

2 \ ears) 

(12) 

(37) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply.-— The  water  is  supplied  by  the  South  Shields  and 
Sunderland  Water  Co.  and  is  derived  from  wells  sunk  in  the  mag- 
nesian limestone. 

Sewerage — ^The  sewers  and  drains  of  the  Borough  are  adequate. 
There  are  7 outfalls,  namely,  4 into  the  River  Tyne  and  3 into  the 
Don.  The  sewage  is  not  treated  before  it  is  discharged.  There  are 
636  water-closets  and  4.974  earth-closets  in  the  Borough.  There 
are  no  ashpit-privies. 


ScacGuging — -The  scavenging  is  carried  out  satisfactorily;  house 
refuse  and  the  contents  of  earth-closets  are  removed  once  a week 
and  disposed  of  at  sea. 


Wousinig — (a)  New^  Houses : 9 w^ere  erected  and  4 occupied 
during  the  year.  For  the  last  few'  years  vei'}"  few  new  houses  have 
been  built,  for  the  population,  as  showui  liy  the  census  returns  since 
1891,  is  practically  stationary,  and  the  housing  accommodation  is 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  town,  {h)  Insanitary  Property : 
Under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  30:9  houses 
were  inspected;  of  these  21  were  considered  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion and  closing  orders  made ; after  the  closing  orders  were  made  7 
houses  were  put  into  habitable  condition.  The  defects  found  in- 
cluded bad  roofs  and  chimneys,  defective  ceilings,  floors,  and  win- 
dows, damp  foundations  and  walls,  damp  bedrooms  and  decayed 
brickwork;  also  dilapidated  sculleries,  wash-houses,  and  closets. 
Under  the  foregoing  Regulations,  a large  number  of  the  defects 
enumerated  were  remedied. 
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In  the  Inspector’s  report  which  is  appended,  it  is  stated  that  the 
year's  work  has  Ijeen  carried  out  chiefly  in  the  Central  Ward  ; also 
that  ‘‘  owing  to  lack  of  proper  damp-proof  foundations,  most  of  the 
walls  of  these  houses  show  signs  of  heavy  capillaiy  action,  reach- 
ing  from  18  to  21  inches  above  the  floor  level,  especially  in  the 
“ small  ofl-shoot  bedrooms,  which  in  many  instances  are  only  in. 
“ walls.  Thus  these  rooms  are  more  readily  saturated  than  those 
“ possessing  thicker  walls.  In  some  cases  tlie  mortar  is  decayed. 


‘‘  consequently  it  acts  as  an  absorbent  instead  of  a resistant  to 
“ dampness.  The  result  is  that  most  of  these  bedrooms  have  been 
discarded  as  slce])ing  rooms  and  used  instead  for  storing  lumber, 
“ the  families  sleeping  in  the  kitchen.  In  order  to  remedy  this  the 
“ bad  joints  in  the  brick w^ork  require  to  be  properly  restored,  more 
ventilation  allowed  beneath  the  floors  and  the  front  areas  cemented 
“ all  over  to  prevent  percolation  imderneath  the  houses.” 


Nuisances — The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  1,212.  These 
included  structural  defects  in  dwelling-houses  (41),  defective  yard 
paving  (50),  defective  house  drainage  (125),  defective  ash-closets 
(161). 


Dr.  Nicoll  again  draws  special  attention  to  the  insanitary  con- 
dition of  the  cobble-paved  back  streets  which,  in  their  present 
condition,  cannot  be  properly  cleansed  and  consequently  are  a serious 
danger  to  the  public  health ; he  advises  that  they  should  be  macadam- 
ised or  the  surface  otherwise  improved. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — There  are  9 common  lodging  houses  ; 
to  live,  considerable  improvements  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  They  arc  all  now  in  a very  satisfactory  condition  and  are 
well  equipped. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milksliops. — ^There  are  5 dairies  and  80 
milkshops  in  the  Borough ; they  are  all  stated  to  be  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  No  notices  to  abate  nuisances  appear  to  have  been  served- 

SloAigliter -houses. — There  are  25  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough, 
namely,  1 T for  the  slaughter  of  large  cattle  and  8 for  swine.  50 
infmanal  notices  to  abate  ruiisanccs  were  serv(,>fl. 
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Offensive  Trades. — No  mention  is  made. 

Food  and  Drugs. — 63  samples  of  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst,  and  10  w^ere  found  to  be  adulterated.  Summonses 
were  taken  out  in  the  two  worst  cases  but  these  wwe  dismissed  by 
the  magistrates.  No  serious  case  of  selling  unwholesome  food  was 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

Factories  and.  Workshops — There  are  64  workshops,  including 
14  bakehouses.  To  the  factories  and  workshops  192  visits  of  inspec- 
tion were  made  and  4 defects  found  which  were  remedied.  2 out- 
w'orkers’  lists,  under  section  107,  were  received.  There  are  3 
homeworkers,  all  of  whom  are  engaged  in  making  wearing  apparel. 

Sanitakt  Requirements. 

The  macadamising  of  the  back  streets. 


STOCKTON. 

Thomas  Horne,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics 

Infectious  DiseaseS’=‘Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Katiraated  Population 

52,241 

52,175 

Total  notifications  . . . . 

476 

412 

Birth-rate 

30-66 

29-43 

Smallpox 

nil 

nU 

Death-rate  

15-59 

16-67 

Scarlet  fever 

188 

240 

Zymotic  death-rate  ..  .. 

1-24 

2-45 

Diphtheria  

73 

83 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . . . 

1-22 

1-13 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.)  ..  .. 

32 

22 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-99 

1-99 

Puerperal  fever  . . . . . . 

2 

1 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

227 

264 

rate  . . . . 

2-47 

3-31 

Measles  ..  ..  

(33) 

(26) 

Infant  mortality  • rate  per 

Whooping  cough  

(8) 

(27) 

1,000  births  

9! 

134 

Diarrhoea  and  Ententis  (under 

2 years)  

(12) 

(57) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply.— The  supply  is  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water 
Board.  It  is  partly  upland  and  partly  derived  from  the  river  Tees. 
It  is  filtered  through  sand  and  gravel,  stored  in  resen'oirs  at  Long 
Newton,  Sadberge,  and  Fighting  Cocks,  from  whence  it  is  delivered 
by  gravitation  to  the  Borough. 


Seiycrage.— The  sewers,  though  old,  are  said  to  be  efficient.  The 
sewage  is  discharged  into  the  river  Tees,  without  being  subject  to 
any  form  of  treatment.  There  are  7 principal  and  several  minor 


outlets.  The  majority  ol‘  the  larger  outfailg  discharge  at  levels  below 
the  ordinaiy  low  tide,  but  the  smaller  outfalls  discharge  on  to  the 
foreshore. 

There  are  still  4,821  houses  (41  per  cent,  of  the  total  number) 
with  insanitary  privies,  269  with  open  closets,  37  share  privies  and 
252  have  privies  in  addition  to  water-closets. 

Scavenging. — The  method  of  removal  is  dependent  upon  the 
character  of  the  refuse.  In  tlie  case  of  houses  provided  with  water- 
closets  the  house  refuse  or  ‘‘  dust is  collected  at  intervals  of  a week 
to  fourteen  days  or  longer  according  to  the  size  of  the  receptacle  and 
whether  it  is  fixed.  The  work  is  done  during  the  day,  and  the  recep- 
tacles are  emptied  direct  into  covered  carts  and  taken  to  the  destruc- 
tor. 


Where  the  houses  are  provided  with  midden-privies  and  open 
closets  the  house  refuse,  together  with  the  night  soil,  is  collected  once 
a W'eek  between  the  hours  of  12  midnight  and  7 a.m. 

“ A considerable  portion  of  the  material  is  necessarily  deposited 
*■  upon  tlie  street  y^avement  before  it  is  finally  carted  away. 

Weather  permitting,  " the  soiled  .street  surfaces  are  afterwards 
wa.shed  and  sprinkled  with  a deodorant.” 

The  night-soil  is  afterwards  taken  by  l ail  to  customers,  or  it  is 
either  sent  to  farms  in  the  locality  or  to  a refuse  tip  situated  some 
distance  from  tlie  Borough. 

Over  6,000  tons  of  night-soil  were  sent  by  rail. 

Housing.- — (a)  New  Houses:  The  number  of  new  houses  built 
in  1912  was  97,  as  against  142,  97,  142,  157  and  243  in  the  5 
preceding  years.  There  i.s  ample  house  accommodation  in  Stockton- 
on-Tees.  All  the  houses  erected  since  1907  are  provided  with  water- 
closets  only.  Of  those  built  during  1912,  80  per  cent,  have  patent 
tipping  ashbins,  and  all  but  3 are  provided  with  some  form  of  batii. 
(h)  Insanitary  Property : The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the 
Housing  flnspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  was  18;  the 


number  couhidered  unlit  Idr  Immau  Jiabiiatioii  1,  tbu  numtjer  made 
habitable  after  a closing  order  was  made  0,  the  number  of  houses 
in  which  the  defects  were  remedied  witliout  making  a closing  order  8. 


During  1912  Dr.  Horne  records  tliat  considerable  progress  wu.s 
made  In  the  conversion  of  insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  iniu 
water-closets.  Altogether  G20  convei'sions  were  made.  In  nOS  cases 
notices  were  served  under  Section  20  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  iSTu. 


Xaisnnees — The  number  of  iiui.sances  abated  and  sanitaiy 
improvements  effected  during  the  year  was  4,248.  The  defects  were 
found  on  978  premises,  of  which  24  were  with  respect  to  dwelling- 
houses.  In  all  about  2,022  visits  of  inspection  were  paid. 


(Jominon  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  17  common  lodging-houses, 
or  one  less  than  last  year.  10  were  registered  under  Section  09  (2) 
of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  the  remaining  7 
under  tlie  Public  Health  Act,  1872.  For  males  there  are  221  single 
Ijcds,  for  families  8 single  beds,  and  for  married  couples  14. 

Tlie  hugest  lodging-house  has  10  bedrooms,  the  smallest  2. 
The  number  of  day  visits  [jaid  during  the  year  was  070,  and  in 
addition  to  these,  there  were  many  night  visits. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  numbei-  of  registered 
persons  engaged  in  retailing  milk  is'  248,  and  of  these  17  have  their 
premises  outside  the  Borough.  The  number  of  visits  of  inspection 
paid  to  these  premises  was  119.  Dr.  Horne  records  in  his 
annual  report  that  “ with  the  exception  of  a comparatively  small 
“ number  of  dairies,  the  milkshops  in  the  Borough  are  mainly  small 
estabiisliments  where  a trade  in  heterogenous  commodities  is  con- 
ducted.'’ 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  27  registered  or  licensed  slaughter- 
houses. With  one  exception  the  several  premises  were  maintained  in 
a reasonably  satisfactory  condition.  Dr.  Horne  again  directs  atten- 
tion to  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  under  which  the  slaughtering 
is  conducted  and  the  urgent  need  for  reform  in  the  methods  of 
slaughter  in  this  district. 


The  nuinlx^r  -of  visits  of  iriNpectioii  }>aid  to  the  .slauglitei'hoiiHots 
was  1,073. 

Off'ensicf  Trades. —Then'  are  2(J  prenhsos  in  the  Borou^li  ia 
which  offensive  trades  are  carried  on.  The  trades  are  here  given: 
tripe  boiling  (4),  tripe  boiling  and  gut  scraper  {6),  gut  scraping 
alone  (8),  skin  and  hide  factor  (which,  by  a recent  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  was  declared  an  offensive  trade)  (2). 

Bye-laws  for  the  regulation  of  these  trades  are  in  force  in  the 
district  and,  speaking  generally,  they  are  observed. 

Food  and  Drugs. — The  number  of  samples  submitted  to  the 
analvst  was  41,  and  of  these  3 were  found  to  be  adulterated.  One 
sample  contained  added  water  to  the  extent  of  10  per  cent.  No 
proceedings  were  taken,  but  the  vendors  were  warned  that  if  it 
occiUTed  again  the  (Council  " will  i-eluctantly  feel  comj)elled  to  in- 
‘‘ stitute  proceedings  against  them.  ” 

Factories  aad  Workshops. — There  are  51  factories,  220  woik- 
shops,  64  workplaces,  and  63  bakehouses.  To  these  142  inspections 
were  made  and  10  notices  were  served. 

The  defects  found  included  insufficienev  of  sanitary  [iccommoda- 

V V 

tion  (3),  unsuitable  or  defective  accommodation  (4),  want  of  separate 
accommodation  for  the  sexes  (2).  6 out- workers’  lists  were  received. 

The  number  of  notices  received  from  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  wdth 
respect  to  matters  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  was  28. 
As  many  of  the  bakehouses  as  was  piracticable  were  inspected.  Lime- 
washing and  cleansing  was  enforced  during  the  months  of  April  and 
October,  and  in  some  few  instances,  on  additional  occasions. 

Sanitary  Bbquirements. 

Improvements  in  the  method  of  slaughtering  and  likewise 
in  the  conditions  under  which  the  business  is  conducted. 
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URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


ANNFIELD  PLAIN. 

VV.  M.  Morison,  L R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Vital  Statistics. 

I'nfectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

191L 

Estimated  Population  . . .. 

17,000 

16,800 

Total  notifications  . . . . 

116 

79 

Birth-rate  

86’76 

32-26 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

10-53 

18-39 

-Scarlet  fever 

42 

34 

Zymotic  death-rate 

l-OG 

3-45 

Diphtheria 

18 

8 

Phthisis  deatii-rate 

0-76 

0-88 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.)  ..  .. 

10 

13 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-29 

1-26 

Puerperal  fever  

1 

nU 

Respiratory  diseases  death* 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

64 

37 

rale  

1-88 

3-21 

Measles  

(4) 

(10) 

Infant  mortality  - rat©  per 

Whooping  cough  ..  ..  .. 

(4) 

(11) 

1,000  birth.8  . . . . . . 

T4 

188 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  . . . . . . . , 

(5) 

(S2) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  th©  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company. 

Sewerage  and  Scavenging.— Not  mentioned. 

Homing — (a)  New  Houses  : 56  were  built  and  50  were  occupied  ; 
48  of  these  houses  were  provided  with  water-closete,  the  remaining 
8 being  provided  with  ash-closets,  as  drainage  was  not  available 
for  water-closets.  A scheme  for  the  erection  of  60  houses  under 
the  Housing  of  the  AYorking  Classes  Act,  1890,  Part  III.,  is  under 
consideration.  The  canying  out  of  this  scheme  should  assist 
materiallv  in  relieving'  the  uvercrowding  which  lias  existed  in  this 
district  for  some  time.  Dr.  Morison  is  of  opinion  that  “the  water- 
“ carriage  system  should  be,  if  nop  at  once,  at  least  gradually 
“ introduced  into  your  district.  It  would  be,  ultimately,  more 
“ economical,  and  certainly  more  sanitar}",  and  in  every  other 
respect  a more  convenient  metliod  of  disjiosing  of  the  privy- 
“ middens,  the  most  objectionalile  feature  in  the  sanitation  of  our 
“ district,  and  mining  districts  generally.  There  is  an  ample  supply 
“ of  water  provided  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Co.,  laid 
“ on  to  each  house  or  its  curtilage,  and  this  fact  at  once  disposes  of 
“ the  initial  difficulty  which  would  arise  in  introducing  the  water- 
“ carriage  system  into  the  district.  These  privy-middens  are  a 
“ breeding  ground,  during  the  hottest  and  most  dangerous  season  of 
the  year,  for  the  house-fly,  and  were  it  only  to  prevent  the  plague 


diptera  during  tiicse  iiiontliN,  and  iliUt,  Indirectly  the  evil 
consequences  which  result  through  their  agency,  would  in  itself 
“ be  an  advantage  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  district/’ 
{h)  Insanitary  Projxmty : 282  houses  were  inspected,  and  repairs  are 
being  made  in  139  insTanoes.  16  of  the  Wood  Houses,  Dipton,  were 
closed,  leaving  14  still  in  occupation  ; and  16  out  of  the  remaining 
19  wooden  huts  at  South  Pontop  Colliery  were  closed  and  demolished. 
2 houses  were  demolished  at  Weston’s  Buildings,  The  district  still 
contains  1,367  ashpit-privies,  and  unsatisfactory  progress  was  made 
with  their  abolition,  only  9 being  dealt  with. 

Nuisances. — 514  were  abated,  a similar  numlrer  of  informal 
notices  being  served. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  (18). — Improvements  were  made  with 
regard  to  drainage,  lighting,  ventilation  and  floors  in  some  instances. 

Slaitghfer-houses  (9)  were  fairly  well  conducted. 

Unsound  Food. — 19  seizures  were  made,  chiefly  consisting  of 
organs  of  cattle,  sheep  and  pigs  affected  with  parasitic  diseases. 

Factories  (9)  and  Workshops  (25)  received  27  and  75  inspections 
respectively,  and  5 notices  were  served  for  uncleanliness  (3),  over- 
crowding (1),  and  insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  (1). 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

The  abolition  of  the  privy-middens  and  the  introduction  of  the 
water-carriage  system. 


BARNARD  CASTLE. 


H.  Weighton,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

4 , - , • 


Vital  Statieticf. 

Infectious  Dmases—Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population  . . . . 

•i,801 

4,766 

Total  notifications  . 

101 

80 

Birth-rate  ..  

22-91 

19-80 

Smallpox 

riL 

nil. 

Death-rate  . . 

16-62 

16-1.5 

Scarlet  fever 

84  . 

2 

Zymotic  death-rate  .... 

0-42 

1-25 

Diphtheria 

2 

nil. 

Phthisis  death-rate 

2 08 

2-09 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

nil. 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosia  death-rate 

2-70 

2-51 

Puerperal  fever  

nil. 

uiL 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

18 

nil 

rate  

1-87 

2-72 

Measles  

(1) 

(26.) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Whooping  Cough 

(nil-) 

(nil.) 

birth*  . . . . 

45 

141 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years)  . . . . 

(nil.) 

(ail) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply.— No  shortage  was  experienced.  A portion  of 
the  main  has  been  relaid  with  iron  pipes  which  will  diminish 
considerably  the  leakage  'which  occurred  near  the  source.  It  is 
lecommended  that  this  work  should  be  continued. 

Sev;erage.—-The  sewerage  at  Bridgegate  has  not  yet  been  taken 
in  hand,  and  the  delay  is  interfering  with  sanitary  progress  in  that 
part.  The  Local  Government  Board  have  suggested  additional 
works  for  the  improvement  of  the  sewage  farm. 

Scavenging  was  satisfactorilv  done  under  the  direction  of  the 
Surveyor. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : 5 were  erected  and  3 occupied. 
(6)  Insanitary  Property : 7 houses  were  rendered  habitable  as  a result 
of  the  service  of  notices,  and  10  houses  were  demolished.  In  2 
instances  demolition  was  earned  out  by  the  Council  at  the  owner’s 
expense.  Dr.  Weighton  again  refers  to  certain  dwellings  in  Horse 
Market,  Market  Place,  The  Bank  and  Thorngate  which  require 
improvements.  During  the  year  water-closets  were  substituted  for 
ashpit-privies  (13)  and  ash-closets  (3). 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses  were 
maintained  satisfactorily. 

Factories  and  Workshops  were  inspected  and  found  free  from  any 
serious  nuisance.  The  usual  tables  of  inspections  are  not  given. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 


None  mentioned. 
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BENFIELDSIDE. 


Wm.  Allen,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital 

In/tctunis  Diieatsi— Cases  and  (Deaths) 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population . , 

3,600 

8,250 

Total  notifications  . . 

90 

30 

Birth*rate 

28-82 

25-81 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  

12*24 

15-87 

Scarlet  fever  

57 

t 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . . 

0-70 

2-90 

Diphtheria 

9 

9 

Phthisis  deach-rate 

0*70 

i-;is 

Fevers  (Enteric,  dc.) 

1 

2 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0*94 

2-06 

Puerperal  fever 

oil. 

nil. 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Casas  treated  at  hospital 

60 

10 

rate  

2-23 

2-18 

Measles  

(nil) 

(8) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  Cough 

(i) 

(4) 

1,000  births 

65 

154 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  

(1) 

(1*) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  WeardRle  and  Consett 
Water  Company. 

Sewage  Disposal — Application  is  to  be  made  for  a loan  to  ereet 
new  sewage  disposal  works  at  Westwood  Farm,  near  Ebchester. 


Scavenging  is  done  by  contractors. 


Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  11  three-roomed  houses  were  erected 
and  occupied,  (b)  Insanitary  Property : It  is  stated  that  A good 
‘‘  many  houses  of  what  we  now  call  the  Bottle  Bank  type  have  been 
repaired  and  improved  in  ventilation.  An  inquiry  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  been  held  to  settle  the  question  of  the 
‘‘  raising  of  the  roofs,  but  the  repoii:.  of  the  Commissioners  is  not  yet 
known.  Till  this  matter  is  settled  repairing  cannot  be  undertaken 
“ to  any  great  extent,  as  it  may  not  be  considered  sufficient  or  final.” 
Of  54  houses  inspected,  34  were  considered  unfit  for  habitation  and 
closing  orders  were  made  for  the  same,  with  a result  that  22  of  the 
houses  have  since  been  rendered  habitable.  In  23  other  houses  the 
defects  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders.  Closing 
oixlers  were  detei’inined  for  houses  in  Walton  Street  (10),  Plantation 
Street  (10),  Durham  Road  (1),  and  Cutler’s  HaU  Road  (2).  One 
house  in  Backstone  Burn  and  12  houses  in  Bottle  Bank  are  to  be 
demolished,  and  the  same  action  will  have  to  be  taken  with  respect 
to  1-6,  Aimstrong  Street,  1,  Buckham  Street,  and  76  and  77, 
Durham  Road  unless  improvements  are  made.  During  the  year  42 
midden-privies  were  replaced  by  water-closets  (8)  and  ash-closets 
(42),  but  there  still  remain  869  privies  in  the  district. 


iVwisancM.— 122  were  abated;  46  formal  and  86  informal  notices 
wer^  served. 

Cowimmi  Lodging  Haust  (1).— A closing  ordea'  was  issued  for  these 
premises j which  have  since  been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  provided 
with  extra  windows. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — 2 cowsheds  were  rebuilt,  and  there  are 
a number  of  others  which  require  similar  improvements. 

Factories  and  Workshops  received  123  inspections  and  were  found 
in  good  sanitary  condition. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

None  mentioned. 


BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 

T.  A.  McCullagh,  M.R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

19T2. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population.. 

14,092 

18,886 

Total  notifications 

136 

62 

Birth-rate  

25-68 

27-50 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

17-59 

15-69 

Scarlet  fever 

53 

9 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-20 

1-80 

Diphtheria  

20 

31 

Plithisis  oeath-rate  ..  .. 

0-78 

0-96 

Fevers  (Enteric,  (fee.)  .. 

7 

4 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-49 

1-87 

Puerperal  fever  

nil 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

24 

8 

rate  

1-42 

1-96 

Measles  

(10) 

(3) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough  

(2) 

(11) 

1,000  births  ..  ..  .. 

104 

130 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  

(2) 

(7) 

General  Sanitation. 


Wafer  Supply  was  constant  and  good. 

Scavenging  was  the  subject  of  some  complaints,  which  ceased  on 
more  supervision  being  given  to  the  work  of  the  contractors. 

Sewerage — Not  mentioned. 

Dousing.— (a)  New  Houses : 28  were  erected  and  25  occupied. 
(h)  Insanitary  Property:  Of  150  houses  inspected,  15  wei'e  considered 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  closing  orders  w^ere  made  in  13  instances. 
The  defects  in  19  of  the  houses  were  remedied  wdthout  the  making  of 
closing  orders.  Houses  were  demolislied  in  Bankwell  Yard  (4), 
Wilkinson’s  Yard  (3),  and  Chandler’s  Yard  (3).  Ashpit-privies  were 
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t*eplac-ed  by  water-closets  (12)  aud  asli-closets  (40).  Dr.  McCullagh 
says  ‘‘  With  our  unlimited  supply  of  water  I can  see  no  reason  why 
“ all  new  houses  should  not  have  water-closets.  The  ash-closets  are 
an  improvement  on  the  old  privy-ashpits,  but  at  the  best  they  are 
“bad/^ 

Nuisances. — -91  were  abated;  1*28  formal  and  328  informal 
notices  were  served.  Dr.  McCullagh  has  again  reason  to  complain 
of  the  filing  of  chimneys  instead  of  sweeping  them,  and  of  the  habit 
of  spitting  on  the  pavements. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  were  kept  clean  and  in  good  repair. 
Improvements  were  made  in  one  instance. 

Milk  Supply.— The  greater  portion  of  the  milk  used  in  the  town 
comes  from  the  rural  districts.  The  premises  situated  within  the 
district  are  in  good  condition  and  clean. 

Slavghter-Jiouses  were  well  maintained  except  in  one  instance 
where  the  occupier  has  since  taken  new  premises,  the  license  being 
transferred. 

Factories  and  Workshops  (68)  received  45  inspections.  2 nuis- 
ances arising  from  overcrowding  were  abated. 

I Sanitary  Requirements. 

Provision  of  water-closets  and  the  abolition  of  ashpit-privies. 


BLAYDON. 


H.  Morrison,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health, 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

Fstimated  Population 

1912. 

32.500 

1911. 

31,500 

Total  notifications 

1912.  1911. 
219  235 

Birth-rate  .. 

83*72 

36  *42 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

14-00 

17  07 

Scarlet  fever  

92 

59 

Zvmotic  death-rate 

2*49 

4*25 

Diphtheria  

55 

61 

Phi hisis  death-rate 

0-6S 

0-79 

Fevers  (Kn -eric,  &c.)  .. 
Puerperal  fever  

14 

99 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

101 

1-36 

nil 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

2*77 

2*03 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 
Measles  . . . . 

113 

(63) 

(6) 

f 13) 

147 

(10) 

(19) 

(7-7) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 
births 

129 

185 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 
2 ..  ..  ' 
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Gekbral  Sanitation. 

Waiar  Supply — The  Western  and  part  of  the  Eastern  Wards 
derive  their  supply  from  the  Consett  and  Weardale  Water  Co.,  while 
the  area  bordering  on  the  Tyne  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Co. 

There  are  stiU  about  200  houses  which  have  not  yet  the  public 
supply  and  obtain  water  in  52  instances  from  wells,  in  125  from 
springs,  and  in  22  from  colliery  workings.  During  the  year  the 
public  supply,  in  lieu  of  well  or  spring  water,  was  laid  on  to  20 
houses,  and  similar  action  is  being  taken  with  respect  to  41  houses. 

Sewerage — Dr.  Morrison  reports  that  the  nuisance  arising  from 
the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  bum  at  Bridge  Street  still  continues. 
The  outfaU  works  at  Rowlands  Gill,  Tongue  Biutis,  and  Cliopwell 
are  giving  very  satisfactory  effluents. 

Scavenging  is  now  done  weekly;  the  work  is  carried  out  more 
satisfactorily. 

Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  136  were  built  and  occupied.  (&) 
Insanitary  Property:  Under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act, 
1909,  439  houses  were  inspected,  and  5 were  considered  unfit  for 
human  habitation;  with  respect  to  25,  representations  for  closing 
orders  were  made;  21  were  remedied  after  making  the  order,  5 were 
voluntarily  demolished,  and  414  Avere  remedied  without  the  necessity 
of  making  a closing  order. 

In  Spen  Ward  much  has  been  done  to  improve  the  housing 
conditions,  but  Dr.  Morrison  mentions  again  that  Hawdon  Place  and 
Cuthbert  Street  Courts  are  greatly  in  need  of  sanitary  improvements, 
and  that  Derwent  Place  and  Old  Mill  Lane,  Winlaton,  also  require 
attention.  The  general  defects  found  were:  the  absence  of  through 
ventilation,  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  no  pro|:>er  pantries, 
msufficient  drainage,  defective  floors,  roofs  and  walls. 

During  the  year  135  ashpit-closets  and  14  ash-closets  were 

converted  into  water-closets.  TIkmx'  are  still  ovei'  1 .000  insanitary 

«■ 

ashpit-privies  in  th<'  district. 
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l^uisances — 2,451  nuisances  were  abated  afte*r  notice.  Of 
these  399  were  with  respect  to  structural  defects  of  dwelling  houses, 
and  10  with  respect  to  overcrowding.  Nuisances  arising  in  connec- 
tion with ' defective  ySrd  paving  were  abated  in  188  instances  and 
with  respect  to  house  drainage  in  1,552. 

/ 

Common  Lodging-houses.- — There  is  one  common  lodging  house ; it 
is  kept  in  good  order. 

Dairies,  Coivsheds  and  Milkshops — Two  dairies  and  two  cowsheds 
were  registered  during  the  year.  5 cowsheds  were  refused  registra- 
tion owing  to  their  defective  condition.  With  respect  to  dairies 
and  cowsheds,  9 notices  Tvere  served  to  abate  nuisances.  The 
number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district  is  not  given,  nor 
any  information  as  to  their  sanitary  condition  or  requirements. 

Slaughter-houses — There  are  20  slaughter-houses ; 2 notices  were 
served  to  abate  nuisances.  No  further  information  is  given. 

Offensive  Trades.— 'Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drugs — In  one  instance  diseased  meat  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  subsequently  destroyed. 

Factories  and  Workshops — 91  visits  to  factories  and  10  to  work- 
shops were  made  and  5 informal  notices  served  to  abate  nuisances 
under  the  Public  Health  Acts;  of  these  3 were  with  respect  to  smoke 
nuisances. 

There  are  50  workshops  registered  in  the  district. 

There  are  7 bakehouses  which  are  kept  in  good  order. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1. ' — Improvement  to  the  outfall  sewer  at  Blaydon, 

2.  — Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation  and  more 
especially  Hawdon  Place  and  Cuthbert  Courts. 
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BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES. 


Henry  Smith,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statiitici. 

Infectiom  IKseases — Cases  and  iPeaUis). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population  . . . . 

17,970 

17.,748 

Total  notifications  . . . . 

135 

54 

Birth*raie 

8-Z-28 

32-62 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

11 '58 

16  84 

Sra.riet  fever 

93 

12 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . . . 

1-00 

4-17 

Diphtheaa  

d 

10 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . . . 

0-39 

0-95 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.)  ..  .. 

17 

26 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

0-56 

1-56 

Puerperal  fever  

nil 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  i reated  at  hospital  . . 

44^ 

24 

rate  

2-56 

2-25 

Measles  

(3) 

(14) 

Infant  mortality  • rate  per 

Whooping  cough  

(3) 

(10) 

1,000  births  

91 

157 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  , . . . . 

(5) 

(41) 

Gbi>bral  Sajnitation. 

Water  Supply — ^Tlie  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company 
supply  the  whole  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  a few  farms 
and  isolated  plaees. 


Sewerage.~Th&  various  works  acted  efficiently.  A new  sewer 
has  been  laid  to  convey  sewage  from  Langley  T^Ioor  to  the  Littlebum 
works,  and  the  use  of  the  works  at  the  foimer  place  has  been  dis- 
continued. 170  yards  of  sewers  were  laid  at  Brandon  Colliery 
(Cobden  Terrace  and  Albert  Street)  to  replace  open  channels  di’aining 
53  houses.  Similar  improvements  have  been  made  in  Back  Church 
Street  and  Eshwood  Street,  New  Brancepeth  Cblliery. 

Scavenging  was  carried  out  by  11  contractors  and,  except  in 
one  instance,  the  work  was  well  done.  The  refuse  was  deposited  on 
the  Council’s  tips  or  was  disposed  of  as  manme. 

Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  20  were  ei'eoted  and  12  occupied. 
(b)  Insanitary  Property : The  report  contains  details  of  a special 
house  inspection  relating  to  100  houses  at  Littlebum,  in  Railway 
Street  (30),  Princess  Street  (30),  and  Office  Street  (40).  As  regards 
many  of  these  houses  it  is  recommended  that  (1)  general  repairs 
should  be  made  to  the  roofs  and  spouting,  (2)  ground  floors  and 
yards  should  be  cemented,  (3)  cotalhouses  should  be  provided,  and 
(4)  the  back  streets  properly  made  up.  There  is  also  a report,  of  n 
special  house  inspection  relating  to  106  houses  at  New  Brancepeth,  in 
Eshwood  Street  (53),  Church  Street  (25),  Sleetburn  Street  (16),  and 
Cnthank  Terrace  (12).  With  regard  to  these  houses  it  is  recom- 
rnendcf]  that  ('ll  the  T-fall  hodroDois  in  Nos.  31-53.  Eshwood 

S /' 


134 


Street  should  be  provided  with  proper  lighting  aud  ventilation, 
(2)  ashpit-privies  should  bo  abolished  in  Nos.  1-24,  Eshwoed  Street 
and  in  Unthank  Terraee,  (3)  a cement  pavement  should  be  laid  at 
the  rear  of  aU  the  houses,  (4)  open  channels  should  be  abolished  and 
a gully  provided  for  each  house,  (5)  the  back  streets  sbbuld  be  made 
up.  Dui'ing  the  year  165  yaM  premises  w^ere  paved  with  cement 
and  170  new  coalhouses  w^ere  provided.  Enclosed  yards  w^ei-e  made 
in  Albert  Street  and  Cobden  Terrace,  Brandon  Colliery.  The 
district  now  contains  only  250  ashpit-privies.  During  the  year  306 
ash-closets  were  erected,  making  a total  of  1,929  for  the  past  7 
years. 

Nuisances — 903  were  abated;  479  notices  were  served.  19 
notices  were  served  with  respect  to  overcrowding,  which  was  abated 
in  only  9 instances. 

Streets — Back  Brandon  Lane  was  made  up. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  (34)  were  all  inspected.  Nuisances  due  to 
uncleanliness  (5),  defective  paving  (3),  and  defective  drainage  (3) 
were  detected,  and  notices  were  served  regarding  them.  It  is  stated 
that  practically  all  the  premises  have  a good  water  supply. 

Slaughter-houses  were  generally  speaking  well  maintained. 
Reference  is  again  made  to  the  fact  that  vseveral  slaughter-houses 
are  undesirably  close  to  dwelling-houses.  One  seizure  of  unsound 
beef  was  made. 

Factories  (7),  Bakehouse  (1),  Workshops  (19)  received  27  inspec- 
tions and  5 nuisances  were  remedied. 

SA^^TAnT  Requirements. 

1.- — Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation  at  Littlebui*n 
and  Sleetburn, 


2.— Street  work«. 
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CHESTER-LE-STREET. 

D.  Duncan,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infsctiout  Diseases—Cases  and  (Deaths). 

191-2. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population . . . . 

15,132 

14,787 

Total  notifications  . . . . .. 

66 

35 

Birth-rate 

31  06 

33-06 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate  

13-01 

16-90 

Scarlet  tever  

19 

12 

Zvmotic  death-rate 

1-32 

4-66 

Diphtheria 

3 

9 

Phthisis  death-rate 

1-12 

0-74 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.)  ..  .. 

5 

5 

Total  tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-78 

1-35 

Puerperal  fever  

nil. 

1 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  B ospital  . . 

18 

6 

rate 

211 

1-82 

Measles  

(6) 

(21) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  Cough  

(3) 

(9) 

1,000  births  

112 

185 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  . . . .'  . . . . 

(S) 

(35) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  was  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Co. 

Sewerage.- — There  are  works  at,Chester-le-Street  giving  a fairly 
satisfactory  effluent,  and  at  Chester  Moor  giving  a good  effluent. 
The  scheme  for  Pelton  Fell  Ward  is  in  course  of  preparation. 


Scavenging  in  Cliester-le-Street  is  done  by  the  Council’s  own 
workmen.  In  the  Pelton  Fell  Ward  the  scavenging  has  been 
unsatisfactorily  done  by  contractors,  and  the  Council  are  cx)nsidering 
the  advisability  of  employing  their  own  men  to  do  the  work. 
Satisfactory  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  of  this 
ward  have  not  yet  been  made,  and  the  same  tip  is  at  present  being 
used.  At  Chester-Ie-Street  tipping  is  now  being  localised  to  a site 
(close  to  the  se-wage  beds)  which  has  been  enclosed  with  a fence. 

Housing — (a)  New  Houses : 34:  were  built  and  occupied.  “ The 
“ Committee  have  fixed  on  a site  for  building  workmen’s  dwellings 
on.  17  acres  of  land  in  a good  situation  have  been  offei'ed  to  the 
Council  on  advantageous  terms,  and  if  the  Council,  with  the 
''  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  complete  the  purchase, 
they  will  be  in  a favourable  position  not  only  to  build  houses,  but 
''  also  to  sell  land  to  workmen  ■ to  build  house's  under  the  Small 
'^Dwellings  Acquisition  Act,  1899.  One  absolute  necessity  is  that 
the  rents  of  the  houses  must  not  be  too  high,  and  the  Local  Gov- 
ernment  Board’s  regulations  should  be  relaxed  to  allow  of  houses 
“ being  built  so  as  to  let  about  5s.  per  week.  The  bedrooms  and  the 
“ kitchen  are  the  most  important  parts  of  the  house.”  (5)  lnsanita.ry 
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Property : During  the  year  closing  orders  were  made  with  inspect 
to  G houses,  and  the  same  number  of  houses  were  demolished.  24 
notices  under  Section  15  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Ete.,  Act, 
refernng  to  90  houses,  were  served. 

At  Chester  Moor  the  replacement  of  the  old  quarl  floors  with 
cement  or  wood  floors  was  continued,  59  floors  being  laid.  The 
back  bedrooms  in  45  4-roomed  houses  are  to  be  ceiled  and  to  be 
provided  with  dormer  windows.  In  the  Pelton  Fell  Ward  6 houses 
were  demolished  in  Low’  llowdett,  and  6 houses  in  High  Howdett 
(south  side)  were  provided  with  self-contained  yards  and  with  a new’ 
approach.  In  Chester-le- Street,  W.C’s.  were  substituted  for  privies 
(17)  and  ash-closet  (7) ; and  in  Pelton  Fell  privies  w’ere  replaced  by 
water-closets  in  Whitehill  Terrace  (17),  and  by  ash-closets  in  Lons- 
dale Street  (11),  Thornton  Street  (9),  South  View’  (11),  Mission  Row 
(17),  and  Raihvay  Terrace  (IG). 

The  report  directs  attention  to  the  inadequate  bedroom  accom- 
modation in  Pelton  Fell,  and  it  is  stated  that  negotiations  are  pro- 
ceeding with  the  colliery  owners  on  this  matter.  It  is  recommended 
that  the  attics  in  the  wood  houses  (183)  shoifld  be  pei’manently 
closed,  and  in  the  brick  houses  (138)  should  be  raised.  In  any  event 
it  is  necessary  to  provide  additional  houses  for  the  locality. 

Streets — A contract  wns  let  for  the  making  of  8 front  streets 
and  10  back  streets  at  Relton  Terrace,  etc.,  at  a cost  of  c£2,661. 
The  front  streets  are  to  be  made  wdth  tar  macadam  and  the  back 
sti’eets  with  cement. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (2)  contain  accommodation  for  481 
lodgers.  Improvements  to  floors,  fireplaces  and  windows,  and  the 
provision  of  a washhouse  are  needed  in  one  of  the  premises. 

Dairies  (7),  MilksJiops  (5).— -An  unsatisfactory  cowshed  at  Red 
Rose  Farm  is  still  in  use. 

Slaughter-houses  (9). —The  Pelton  Fell  Co-operative  Society  have 
provided  a new  up-to-date  slaughter-house.  Notice  has  been  served 
to  discontinue  the  use  of  HalFs  slaughter-house  on  account  of  its 
dilapidated  coJtidition. 
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Factories  (12),  Workplaces  (31)  and  Worktops  (38),  received 
405  inspections,  and  5 nuisances  were  found  of  wh-ich  3 were 
remedied. 


Samtary  Requiremiikts. 

Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation  in  the  Pelton 
Fell  Waxd. 


CONSETT. 

A.  D.  M.  Macintyre,  M.B.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statintics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population  . . 

11.414 

11,247 

Total  notifications  . . ..  .. 

70 

23 

Birth-rate 

31  80 

28-00 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

1305 

17-07 

Scarlet  fever 

42 

8 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-66 

1-68 

Diphthe»ia  

13 

7 

PhthisLs  death-rate 

0-87 

1-33 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.)  ..  .. 

1 

nil 

Total  I’ubetculO'is  death-rate 

1-40 

1-68 

Puemeral  fever  

1 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

41 

3 

rate 

1-84 

3-64 

M easles 

(10) 

(1) 

Infant  Mortality-rate  per  1, 000 

'Vhoofiing  cough  

(6) 

(nil) 

births  . . . . . . ..  .. 

6S 

149 

Diarrhoea  p nd  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  . . . . . . . , 

(1) 

(16) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company. 

Seiverage.-r-The  sewage  was  satisfactorily  treated  at  Stanni- 
fordham  and  Crookhall.  The  new  outfall  sewers  to  the  Stanniford- 
ham  Works  have  been  completed  and  now  no  sewage  is  di’ained 
into  the  contiguous  urban  district. 

Scavenging  was  satisfactorily  done  by  the  Councirs  workmen. 

Housing.^ — (a)  New  Houses : 38  were  built  and  occupied  and  25 
other  houses  are  nearing  completion.  Water-closets  are  provided  in 
nil  new’  houses,  (h)  Insanitary  Property : of  39  houses  inspected, 
14  were  found  to  be  imfit  for  habitation  and  closing  orders  were 
recommended  and  made  in  all  instances.  20  houses  were  rendered 
fit  for  habitation  without  the  making  of  closing  orders.  The 
reconstruction  of  the  Consett  ■ Iron  Company’s  Cottages  in 
“ Company  Rows  is  represented  by  20  houses  in  Princess  Street, 


“ which  have  been  practically  rebuilt  and  occupied  diu  ing  the  j'car.' ’ 
A block  of  13  houses  situated  in  Medomsley  Road,  Green  Street,  and 
Bath  Lane,  considered  by  Dr.  Macintyre  to  be  “ the  most  insanitary 
“ block  of  property  in  the  town./’  which  was  closed  during  the  year 
is  now  undergoing  reconstruction.  The  district  still  contains  589 
privies  and  it  is  unsatisfactory  to  note  that  there  was  no  reduction 
in  the  number  of  conveniences  of  this  type  made  during  the  year. 

Nuisances. — 89  were  abated;  11  formal  and  78  informal  notices 
were  served. 

Streets.- — 9 streets  were  made  with  tar  macadam. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (4),  which  have  accommodation  for  140 
persons,  were  maintained  satisfactorily. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Slaughter-Houses  were  regularly  inspected 
and  were  kept  clean. 

Factories  and  Workshops  received  72  inspections  and  were  found 
free  from  nuisance. 

Sanitary  Requirements  . 

Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation. 


CROOK. 


A.  Mackay,  M.D  , Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases—Cases  and  {Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population  ..  .. 

12,350 

12,310 

Total  notifications 

211 

58 

Birth-rate 

28-26 

31-35 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Peath-rate  ..  ..  ,. 

14-17 

17-70 

Scarlet  fever 

148 

32 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-13 

3-08 

Diphtheria  

ol 

4 

Phthisis  death-rate 

0-81 

1-13 

Fevers  (Knteric,  &c.)  .. 

0 

15 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-45 

2-11 

Puerperal  fever  

2 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

114 

32 

rate 

2-27 

2-92 

Measles  

(3) 

(7) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough  

(nil) 

(8) 

1,000  births 

103 

152 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  . . ...  . . . . 

(5) 

(16) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company.  Notices  were  served  requiring  water  to  be  laid 
into  23  houses  in  Welsh  Row  and  on  to  the  Brickyard  Cottages  (3), 
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i 

Sevvtrs  were  reiaid  in  Percy  Street,  Hack  High  Hope 
Street  and  West  Road. 

Scavenging  for  the  most  part  was  done  by  contractors  and  as  in 
previous  years  the  work  was  the  subject  of  several  complaints.  The 
CounciPs  own  workmen  are  responsible  for  the  work,  where,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  back  streets,  access  to  the  premises  is  difficult. 
Notices  have  been  served  requiring  all  such  properties  to  be  pro^ 
vided  with  water-closets  and  the  Council  is  now  erecting  18  water- 
closets  in  various  places  wffiere  the  owners  have  failed  to  comply  witk 
the  requirements  of  the  notices. 

Housing. ~(a)  New"  Houses:  12  w^ere  erected  and  occupied. 
(h)  Insanitary  Property:  522  houses  wore  systematically  inspected 
in  Crook  and  Sunniside  and  notices  wore  served  for  the  remedying 
of  the  defects  found.  Nos.  1-3  Humble’s  Yard  are  to  be  closed. 
Whitfield’s  Tenements  are  to  be  converted  into  2 through  houses 
and  the  basements  are  to  be  closed.  Nos.  1-6  Queen  Street  wore 
provided  with  self-contained  yards,  back  doors  and  an  additional 
block  containing  scullery  and  extra  bedroom.  Nos.  l-d  Woodifield 
Rows  wore  raised  and  provided  w"ith  back  doors,  and  back  doors 
wore  provided  in  Nos.  5-10.  The  Woodhouses  (23),  Grahamsley, 
wore  reconstructed,  the  wolls  of  brick  and  weather  boarding  being 
replaced  by  cavity  brick  w'alls,  whilst  doors  and  windows  were 
renewod  and  the  floors  wore  cemented.  During  the  year  woter- 
closets  wore  substituted  for  midden-privies  (6),  ash-closets  (18)  ; 
wdiilst  172  ash-closets  replaced  132  midden-privies. 

Nuisances. — 222  wore  abated;  96  formal  and  224  informal 
notices  wore  served. 

Streets. — 9 streets  were  made  at  Crook  (7)  and  Sunniside  (2) 
and  plans  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  for  the  making  of  10 
other  streets  at  CVook  (7)  Mount  Pleasant  (3)  and  Sunniside  (1). 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  were  all  measured  and  carefully  inspected. 

1 byre  wos  condemned  and  w"as  rebuilt,  wliilst  2 others  were  lo- 
modelled. 

Slaughter-houses  (13)  wore  found  in  fairly  good  order  except  in 
one  or  tw-o  instances  wffiere  the  floors  wore  defective. 
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Factories  (25)  and  Workstwps  (32)  receiv^ed  79  inspeotioas,  and  4 
nuisances  were  found  of  which  3 were  remedied. 

4 ' 

iSAI^'ITAilY  REQUmEMENTa. 

1. -— Making  of  the  remainder  of  the  back  atreets  and  repairing 
of  roads  in  the  colliery  sdllages. 

2. — To  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible  with  improvements  re- 
commended under  the  Housing  Act. 


FELLING. 

\Vm.  E.  Peacock,  M D.,  B.Hy.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

191-2.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

25,359 

25,100 

Total  notifications 

146 

8‘2 

Biith-rate  ..  ..  .. 

29-53 

33-10 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Denth-rate 

15-89 

15-57 

Scarlet  fever 

40 

41 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-69 

-2-90 

Diphtheria 

17 

24 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

1-41 

1-31 

Fevers  (Enteric,  tVe.). . 

3 

6 

Totnl  1 uber.  ulosis  death-rate 

-2-40 

1-87 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

1 

Re-piratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  Ho.spital  .. 

■24 

15 

rate  

2-3-2 

1-99 

Measles  .. 

(-26) 

(13) 

Infant  mortality -rate  per 

Whooping  cough  

(4) 

(24) 

1,000  births 

119 

1-27 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  

(6) 

(33) 

General  Sanitation, 


Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gates- 
head Water  Company. 

Sewerage. — The  sew'age  is  discharged  directly  into  the  Tyne. 
The  replacement  of  the  main  sewer  in  High  Street  by  a sewer  of 
modern  construction  is  receiving  consideration. 

Scavenging  was  well  done  by  the  Councihs  workmen.  About 
one-quarter  of  the  refuse  (4,430  loads)  was  dealt  with  by  the  des- 
tructor, the  remainder  was  ploughed  into  hii’in  lands  or  was  deposited 
into  disused  quarries. 

Housing. — (o)  New  Houses : 29  self-contained  and  1 tenemented 
(flats)  houses  were  built.  Water-closets  are  provided  in  all  new 
houses,  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  Of  147  houses  inspected,  59  were 
considered  unfit  for  habitation  and  were  closed  in  the  following 
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situaiions  Oaiineai  Mill  (6j,  Palmei ’s  ilow  (1),  Pai  adiciO  Plaeo  (3), 
and  Dixon’s  Buildings  (3),  Windy  Nook;  Splitcrow  Lane  (4), 
Hunter’s  Place  (7),  Davidson  Street  (4),  Summer  Street  (4),  Broiig- 
Lam  Place  (1),  and  Greyhound  Yard  (1),  Felling;  Brewery  Lan.e 
(12),  Tyne  Street  (G),  Nest  Road  (2),  and  Clinpel  House  (1),  Felling 
Shore;  and  at  Noah’s  Ark  (4),  Pelaw  Main.  Improvements  were 
effected  to  the  following  houses: — -Nos.  12  and  14  Albion  Street, 
Windy  Nook  (3  back-to-back  tenements  converted  into  2 through 
tenements  and  new-  pantries,  floors,  wdndow's,  etc.,  provided);  at 
Felling,  Nos.  25  and  27  Caldw^ell  Street  (4  back-to-back  tenements 
converted  into  2 through  tenements,  pantries  provided,  and  general 
repairs),  20  Gosfoidh  Street  (general  repairs)  ; at  Felling  Shore,  in 
Tyne  Street  (2)  (pantries  provided,  new^  floors  and  general  repairs), 
No.  11  Brew^ery  Lane  (general  repairs  and  provision  of  paving), 
Nos.  1-3  Ballast  Road  (general  repairs),  and  in  Back  Tpie  Street 
(4)  (general  repairs) ; at  Heworth  Colliery,  Nos.  2-7  Chapel  Square 
(block  remodelled,  cement  floors  laid,  staircases  and  additional 
lighting  provided  where  necessary).  Nos.  9 and  10  Whitehill  Lane 
and  No.  40  Office  Row^  (floors  cemented  and  general  repairs).  8 
water-closets  and  5 ash-closets  were  substituted  for  13  ashpit -privies 
and  2 ash-closets  were  replaced  by  water-closets. 

Nuisances. — 207  informal  and  8 formal  notices  were  served  and 
were  complied  with  except  in  2 instances. 

Milk  Supply. — There  are  18  cow^keepers  and  38  milk  sellers. 
The  cowsheds  were  maintained  clean  and  are  all  well-lighted  and 
ventilated. 

Slaughter-houses  (19)  were  maintained  satisfactorily.  The  offal 
was  removed  piomptly  to  the  destructor. 

Factories  (9)  and  Workshops  (50)  received  59  inspections  and  2 
nuisances  were  found  and  remedied. 

Attached  to  this  report  is  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuis- 
ances, from  which  some  of  the  facts  mentioned  above  are  taken. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 


None  mentioned. 


E.  E. 


HEBBU  RN. 

Norntan,  M.B.,  B S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vxtal  §tatisti(ij. 

iyi2.  lyii. 

Esiimated  Population  . 22,561  21,766 

Birth-rate 33*73  34 ’SI 

Death-rate  17  *65  16*62 

Zymotic  death-rate  3*14  2*75 

Phthisis  death-rate  0*84  1*19 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate  1*64  160 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

rate  ..  3T'»  2 16 

Infant  mortalitv-rate  per 

1,000  births  ..  ..  157  125 


J nfect.i(/u,'i  DiseaseS’^Cases  artd  {Deaths). 

1912.  1911, 

Total  notifications 175  135 

Moalipox nil  nil 

Scarlet  Fe'’er  . . 59  41 

Diphihetia  29  49 

Fevers  (Enteric,  (fcc.)  ....  9 26 

Puerperal  fever  . . . . nil  1 

! Cases  treated  at  hospital  ..  95  101 

j Measle#  (29)  (14; 

Whooning  cough  (23)  (3) 

Diarrhtca  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  ..  ..  ..  ..  (13)  (34) 


General  Sanitation. 

Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company. 

Sewerage — During  the  last  2 years  48  ventilating  shafts  have 
been  erected  and  this  work  “ has  already  resulted  in  the  removal  of 
the  unpleasant  smells  which  used  to  be  persistently  noticeable  in 
‘‘certain  areas.” 


Scavenging  of  the  ash-closets  is  carried  out  at  night-time  and 
the  work,  on  the  whole,  is  satisfactorily  done.  It  has  been  decided 
to  build  a quay  and  purchase  a hopper,  but,  for  the  present, 
arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  United  Alkali  Company  to 
send  all  the  refuse  to  sea. 

Housing — New  Houses : 2 self-contained  houses  and  1 tene- 
mented  house  (flats)  were  built.  Dr,  Nomian  says:  “This  number 
“ is  remarkably  small  seeing  that  there  exists  a very  great  demand 
“ for  housing  accommodation.  For  many  months  past  there  have 
“ been  almost  no  empty  houses  and  newcomers  to  the  district,  of 
“ whom  there  have  been  many,  have  experienced  the  greatest 
“ difficulty  in  securing  accommodation.  The  Colliery  is  now  em- 
“ ploying  more  men  than  for  some  years  past  and  continues  to  add 
“ to  their  number,  while  the  ship-building  industry  shows  no  sign 
“ as  yet  of  diminishing  prosperity.  If,  under  these  circumstances, 
“ building  operations  remain  at  a stand-still,  it  appears  to  me  not 
“ unlikely  that  the  Council  may  find  itself  with  no  alternative  but 
“ to  erect  workmen's  dwellings  in  sufficient  numbers  to  meet  the 
“requirements  of  the  district.”  It  is  recommended  that  all  new 
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houses  should  be  provided  with  water-closets.  (6)  Insanitary 
Property:  Of  95  houses  inspected,  20  houses  were  closed;  and  37 
houses  in  Station  Lane  (30)  and  Charles  Street  (7)  were  remodelled 
and  gi'eatly  improved  without  the  making  of  closing  orders. 
“ Under  the  agreement  come  to  between  the  Council  and  the  Coai 
“ Company,  a second  batch  of  twenty  houses  in  High  Lane  Row 
have  been  closed.  The  houses  closed  in  1911  are  ripe  for  demoli- 
“ tion  for  which  an  order  has  been  given."” 

Nuisances — 255  were  abated;  19  formal  and  261  informal 
notices  were  served. 

Common  Lodging  House  (1)  is  in  need  of  repair. 

Slaughter-Houses  (9)  and  Cowsheds  (6)  were  kept  fairly  satis- 
factory. Most  of  the  milk  is  imported  from  outside  the  district  and 
is  sold  at  most  of  the  grocers’,  confectioners’, ^and  general  dealers’ 
shops.  Dr.  Norman  again  refers  to  the  unsatisfactory  arrange- 
ments (uncovered  pails)  for  the  storage  of  milk  in  these  places. 

Unsound  Food. — Some  pickled  chilled  beef  was  responsible  for 
a rather  severe  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  the  South  Ward,  26 
persons  being  affected.  1 carcase  infected  with  tuberculosis  was 
surrendered  for  destruction. 

Factories  and  Workshops  (13)  received  21  inspections  and  one 
nuisance  (want  of  cleanliness)  was  found  and  remedied.  There  are 
3 outworkers  in  the  district. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

Provision  of  w^ater-closets  in  all  new  houses 
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HETTON-LE»HOLE. 
j.  Adamson,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  StatiMics. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Popuiacioii 

15,S00 

16,678 

Birth-rate 

34*71 

37*05 

Death-rate 

18*45 

21*62 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

0*50 

6 '26 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

1*07 

0*76 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

1-63 

1*77 

rate  , 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

1*13 

2*17 

births  

121 

208 

Infectious  Diseaees—Caset  and  {Deaths). 

1912.  1911. 

Total  notifications 

149 

407 

Smallpo.K 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever 

90 

122 

Diphtheria 

20 

117 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

10 

30 

Puerptral  fever 

nil 

1 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

29 

95 

Measles  . . 

(niP 

(12) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Kntetitis  (under 

(6) 

(16) 

2 years)  

(nU) 

'60) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water — Not  mentioned. 

Scavenging  was  satisfactorily  done  bv  contractors. 

V %’ 

Housing — (o)  New  Houses ; 48  were  built  and  occupied. 

‘‘  Building  is  progressing  generally,  but  again  the  desire  to  build 
‘‘  small  two-roomed  houses  is  to  be  regretted,  but  your  Council  is 
powerless  to  prevent  such  being  built  and  can  do  nothing  except 
“remonstrate  with  the  builder.^’  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  No 
detailed  information  was  given  in  the  report  but  much  work  was 
done  during  the  year.” 

Nuisances. — 236  were  abated;  284  formal  and  141  informal 
notices  were  served. 

Streets — It  is  recommended  that  the  unmade  streets  should  be 
dealt  with  at  an  early  date. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (2)  are  unsatisfactory  and  notices  have 
been  served  for  their  improvement. 

Factories  and  Worhslwps  were  inspected  at  intervals. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation. 

2.  — The  abolition  of  insanitaiy  midden-privies. 

3.  — Improvements  to  common  lodging  houses. 

4.  — Making  of  back  streets. 

— Appointment  of  a whole  time  inspector  of  nuisances. 
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HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING. 

D.  S.  Park,  F.R.C.S,,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics.  Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

9,910 

9,753 

Total  notifications  . . 

13  i 

64 

Birth-rate 

84-60 

33-6-3 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-n.ta 

14-73 

18-04 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

95 

21 

Zymotic  »leath-rate  ., 

1-21 

2-56 

Diphtheria 

10 

m 

i 

Phthisis  deal  li-rate  .. 

0-50 

1-02 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

4 

14 

Total  lultKi  cnlosis  death-rate 

0-60 

1-23  , 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

Respirntory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

36 

, 17 

rate  .. 

2-02 

2-35 

Measles 

(1) 

(4) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whoopinji  cough 

(3) 

(nil) 

■ 1,000  births 

131 

149 

Dian  noea  and  EnteritLs  (under 

2 years)  ..  . . 

(1) 

(16) 

General  Sanitation. 

i 

Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Houghton  Colliery 
Company  and  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company. 
The  supply  by  the  latter  Company  is  of  a supplementary  nature. 

Sewerage — The  effect  of  the  colliery  workings  is  still  evident 
in  the  subsidence  of  the  land,  with  the  result  that  the  utmost 
“ difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  anything  like  a possible  or 
“ satisfactory  effluent.  The  under  drainage  is  seriously  affected, 
the  tanks  are  so  ruptured  as  to  be  practically  useless  during  the 
‘‘  greater  part  of  the  year,  and  only  by  close  and  constant  attention 
can  the  filters  be  made  to  perform  anything  like  reasonable  duty. 
“No  improvement  of  a substantial  character  in  the  condition  of 
“ the  farm  can  be  expected  until  the  land  has  ceased  to  subside.’' 

Scavenging — Two  portions  of  the  district  are  now  being 
scavenged  by  the  Council  by  direct  labour,  and  contractors  are 
responsible  for  the  rest  of  tire  district.  The  contract  work  is  now 
being  better  done  and  the  inquirements  of  the  Council  will  be  more 
readily  enforced  in  the  future  as  the  terms  of  the  new  contracts 
reduce  the  notice  inquired  by  the  contractor  from  2t  to  G hours, 
befom  neglected  work  can  be  done  by  the  Council. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  10  Avere  built  and  8 occupied. 
The  District  Council  are  jnnparing  a scheme  under  Fait  HI.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  “ It  is  intended  to 

“ build  50  for  the  ui'esent,  25  Avith  four  rooms  and  a scnllcrv  and  25 

i v 

“ Avith  three  rooms  and  a scullerv.  In  vieAv  of  the  fact  that  there  is 
“ a groAving  demand  for  houses  in  the  district  and  that  our  enter’- 
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“ prising  builders  are  not  disposed  to  speculate  in  this  kind  of  pro- 
“ perty,  your  Council  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  step  it  has  taken. 
“ There  are  no  empty  houses  to  be  had  in  the  district  and  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  for  persons  to  spend  days  together  in  a fruitless 
“ effort  to  find  accommodation  for  themselves  and  families.  Over- 
crowding  to  a certain  extent  under  existing  conditions  is  difficult, 
“ if  not  impossible,  to  avoid,  more  especially  as  so  many  of  our 
■'houses  are  undergoing  repairs.”  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  Of 
289  houses  inspected  39  were  considered  unfit  for  habitation,  and 
in  18  instances  representations  were  made  for  their  closure  but 
only  one  closing  order  was  made.  205  houses  were  repaired  without 
the  making  of  closing  orders.  The  reconstruction  of  some  of  the  old 
property  belonging  to  the  Colliery  Company  is  proceeding  in  the 
Market  Place  and  ilnderson’s  Yard.  • “ Representations  with  a view 
" to  closing  orders  were  made  on  the  following  premises,  Nos.  1 and 
“ 2,  Short  Street,  17,  Newtown,  Lambton  Street,  Newtown,  18,  High 
" Hill  Side,  26,  37,  38,  39,  41  and  43,  Market  place,  and  21,  22,  22a 
■'  and  22b,  Kirklee  Lane.  The  following  have  been  closed  without 
''closing  orders:  No.  2,  Short  Street,  Newtown,  41,  42,  43,  Market 
"'Place,  and  10-2,  Sunderland  Street  (demolished).  The  tenants  of 
'■  Nos.  26,  37,  38  and  39,  Market  Place,  and  No.  1,  Short  Street, 
'■  Newtown,  have  received  notice  to  quit.  Nos.  21,  22,  22a  and  22b, 
■'  Kirklee  Lane  ai’e  now  being  reconstructed  into  three  dwelling 
"houses.  No.  17,  Lambton  Street,  Newtown,  has  been  thoroughly 
"overhauled  and  repaired,  and  is  now  fit  for  habitation.  A scheme 
" has  been  submitted  for  32  dwelling  houses  to  be  erected  early  this 
■■  year  in  the  place  of  the  existing  block  of  insanitary  houses  at  the 
"Folds  Collierv  Row.  There  are  now  54  houses  under  notice  for 
" repairs  and  impiovements.”  Huring  the  year  ashpit-privies  were 
replaced  by  77  watei'-closets  and  298  ash-closets.  There  are  still 
786  ashpit-privies  in  the  district,  but  the  Council  is  taking  active 
measures  to  complete  this  most  desirable  and  necessary  improvement. 

Nuisances. — 729  were  abated ; 232  formal  and  522  informal 
notices  were  served. 

Streets — 3 private  streets  were  made,  and  plans  have  been 
prepared  for  the  making  of  2 other  streets. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.- — The  houses  (3)  situated  in  Grey  Horse 
Lane  and  High  Hill  Side  have  been  structurally  improved  and  now 
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possess  proper  accommodatloii  for  both  sexes,  but  the  buildings  are 
not  well  adapted  for  this  purpose.  The  yard  of  the  Lymbton  lodging- 
house  has  been  paved. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  received  the  required  inspections.  Action 
was  haken  in  one  instance  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding. 

Slaughter-houses  (12)  are  reported  to  be  clean  and  well  kept,  but 
in  some  instances  the  shops  are  used  as  slaughter-houses.  4 beasts, 
found  after  slaughtering  to  be  suffering  from  miliary  tuberculosis, 
were  surrendered  by  the  owners  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Factories  and  Workshops  were  inspected  as  usual,  and  2 nuisances, 
due  to  overcrowding  and  defective  sanitary  accommodation,  were 
remedied. 

Sanitary  RBQUIRE^^ENT8. 

Abolition  of  ashpit-privies. 


LEADGATE. 


Wm.  Allen,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

191-2. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

5,000 

4.990 

Total  noLificatioiKS  

31 

15 

Birth-rate  

30-00 

30-06 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

17-00 

18-03 

Scarlet  fevcr  .. 

19 

10 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1-80 

3-40 

Diphtheria. 

9 

3 

Phthisis  df*ath -rate  .. 

1-40 

1-00 

Fevers  (Enteric,  <tc.)  . . 

nil 

nil 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-r^i  te 

2 00 

1-80 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

oil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

16 

11 

rate  

3-40 

S-00 

Measles  . . 

(1) 

(nil) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Whooning  cough 

(8) 

(1) 

births  

113 

226 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  

(3) 

(15) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  is  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Weardalc  and  Consett 
Water  Company. 

Sewerage — The  district  is  reported  to  be  well  sewered,  and  most 
of  the  sewage  is  treated  at  the  works. 

Scavenging  is  nearly  all  done  by  contract. 

Housing — (a)  New  Houses  : 19  Avere  built  and  occupied;  all  with 
the  exception  of  four  houses  at  Iveston  were  provided  Avith  Avater- 
closots.  Tlterc  is  a sufhciencv  of  Avorkmen’s  houses,  and  it  is  stated 
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that  there  is  no  overcroTvding.  (b)  Insanitary  Property : Twenty 
“ houses  were  rebuilt,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  house  at  Ives- 
‘‘  ton,  these  houses  are  the  property  of  the  Consett  Iron  Company, 
‘‘  who  have  promised  to  rebuild  another  batch  of  houses  at  Plantation 
“ Street,  Leadgate.’’  It  is  stated  that  The  Consett  Iron  Company, 
“ being  the  largest  owners  of  workmen’s  cottages,  are  gradually 
improving  their  property,  and  other  owners  are  willing  to  remedy 
“any  defects  pointed  out  by  your  Surveyor.  Under  Section  17  of 
the  Act  of  1909,  therefore,  there  have  been  no  orders  for  closure 
“made,  nor  none  applied  for.” 

Milk  Supply. — The  district  is  supplied  from  13  dairies.  4 
cowsheds  were  rebuilt  on  model  plans. 

Slaughter-houses  were  well  maintained. 

Factories  and  Workshops  (19)  received  96  inspections  and  were 
found  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation. 


RYTON. 

James  W.  Smith,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infec'ious  Diseases—  Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911 

1912.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

13,450 

13,060 

Total  not  ideations  . . 

88 

86 

Birth-rate  

31-22 

32-77 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-rat  ■ 

11-15 

14  16 

Scarlet  fever 

44 

39 

Zvinotic  death-rate  . . 

0-59 

2-83 

Diphtheria  

16 

10 

Phthisis  dt^ath  rate  .. 

0-37 

0-45 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

7 

28 

T<  )tal  Tu  bercu  1 osi « death  ra  te 

1'19 

0-76 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

1 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

22 

26 

rate..  

1-85 

1-83 

Measles 

(nil) 

(8) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Whoopintr  cough 

(5) 

(1) 

births 

100 

154 

Diari  hcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years) 

(nil) 

(25) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gates- 
head Water  Company. 

Scavenging  was  done  on  the  whole  satisfactorily,  but  Dr.  Smith 
again  recommends  that  the  work  should  be  done  in  the  early  morning 
hours  instead  of  during  the  day. 
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Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  62  were  erected  and  occupied, 
chiefly  at  Greeiiside,  33  being  provided  with  water-closets  and  29 
with  ash-closets.  It  is  again  recommended  that  water-closets  should 
be  provided  in  all  new  houses,  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  Of  111 
houses  inspected,  6 were  considered  unfit  for  habitation,  and  closing 
orders  were  made  for  the  same,  whilst  the  defects  in  37  houses  were 
remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders.  In  33  houses  yards 
were  paved  and  ashpit-privies  were  replaced  by  water-closets  (14) 
and  ash-closets  (36);  the  district  still  contains  866  ashpit-privies. 

Streets — It  is  stated  that  many  of  the  back  streets  have  been 
“ dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  vast  improvements  effected,  as  at 
Greenside  and  Crawcrook,  but  there  are  still  several  referred  to  in 
former  reports  that  require  urgent  attention,  and  none  more  so 
than  the  streets  at  Crookhill,  which  are  impassable  in  bad  weather. 
The  street  between  South  Beech  Grove  and  South  View  is  now 
being  done,  but  the  Clifford  Terrace  streets,  the  lane  to  Garden 
“Terrace,  Woodside,  the  road  leading  to  Woodside  Bank,  still  con- 
“ tinue  to  be  as  bad  as  they  have  been  for  years,  while  the  road  from 
“ the  East  End  of  Ryton  to  Newburn  Cottages  continues  to  be  the 
“ quagmire  that  it  has  been  from  time  immemorial.” 

Nuisances — 155  were  abated;  156  formal  and  184  informal 
notices  were  served. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Slaughter-houses  were  systematically 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Workshops.^ — There  are  no  factories  in  the  district, 
and  the  few  workshops  are  satisfactoi'y. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Scavenging  during  the  early  moniing  hours. 

2.  — Provision  of  water-closets  in  all  new  houses. 


160 


SEAHAM  HARBOUR. 

Luke  G.  Dillon.  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


T%ial  Statistics. 


1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

16,600 

16,000 

Birth-rate  

36-91 

34-75 

Death -late 

14-96 

18 '81 

Zymotie  death-rate  . . 

1-63 

8-75 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

0-85 

0-93 

Tut  il  Tuberrulosis  deatli  rate 

2-06 

1-93 

Respiratory  di&eases  death- 
rate  

4-00 

3 -IS 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births 

12S 

196 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 


Total  notifications  ... 

191-2. 

72 

1911. 

50 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

iScailet  fever 

29 

24 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

9 

20 

Puei  peial  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

21 

24 

Measles  

(8) 

(4) 

Whoopinij  coujih 

(6) 

(9) 

Diarihcea  and  Enteritis  (under 
2 years) 

(13) 

(43) 

General  Sanitation. 

Wafer  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company. 

(SeR?erage.— Plans  are  being  prepared  with  the  object  of  taking 
all  the  sewage  to  the  south  of  the  town. 

Scavenging  was  satisfactorily  done  by  the  CounciPs  own  workmen. 

Housing — -(a)  New  Houses  : 132  separate  houses  (138  tenements) 
were  built  and  occupied.  Dr.  Dillon  states:  “It  gives  me  much 
“ pleasure  to  state  that  the  U.D.C.  are  now  considering  a scheme  for 
“ building  houses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
“ Classes  Act.  I beg  to  offer  them  my  congratulations  as  I feel  sm’e 
“ they  are  going  to  confer  a boon  and  a blessing  on  the  working 
“ classes  in  this  district. 

“ Plans  and  estimates  have  been  prepared  by  the  CounciPs 
“surveyor,  Mr.  F.  E.  Boaz,  M.I.Mun.E.,  for  69  houses,  and  the 
“ calculations  which  have  been  made  show  that  the  houses  will  be  no 
“ charge  on  the  rates. 

“ The  site  is  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  gasworks  and  the 
“ bottleworks,  and  contains  2’874  acres,  and  is  offered  by  the  Marquis 
“ of  Londonderry  at  £550  per  acre.  The  setting-out  provides 
“ 21  houses  to  the  acre.  A new  inclined  road  leading  to 
“ Dawdon  has  been  provided  for,  to  be  constructed  by  Lord  London - 
“ derry.  Two  new  streets  and  two  side  streets  are  to  be  made,  in 
“ addition  to  Galleiw  Row.  The  houses  wil]  be  self-contained,  and 
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are  set  out  in  blocks  of  five  and  six.  There  are  no  through  back 
“ streets,  but  secondary  access  is  provided  by  13  ft,  paved  passages 
between  each  block,  leading  to  4 ft.  paved  footwalks. 

“ Each  house  will  be  16  ft.  wide,  centre  to  centre,  by  39  ft. 
‘‘  deep  from  front  to  backyard  wall.  The  main  building  will  be  26  ft. 
“ 3 in.  deep.  The  backyard  will  contain,  in  addition  to  a coalhouse 
‘‘  and  W.C.,  a clear  paved  area  of  150  square  feet.  On  the  ground 
“ floor,  entrance  to  the  house  is  by  a small  square  vestibule,  with  a 
‘‘  door  leading  immediately  into  the  living  room,  which  is  situate 
“ at  the  front  of  the  house,  and  is  15  ft.  3 in.  by  14  ft.  Room  has 
“ been  left  in  the  scullery  for  the  insertion  of  a bath.  The  first 
“bedroom  is  15  ft.  3 in.  by  12  ft.  3 in.,  and  the  back  bedroom  is 
“11  ft.  9 in.  by  12  ft. 

Being  in  a commercial  centre,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
“ introduce  any  architectural  effects.  Joint  washhouses  in  joint 
“ blocks  of  twos  and  fours  have  been  added,  well  away  from  the 
“ dwellings,  at  the  end  of  the  abutting  garden.  Each  washhouse 
“ will  serve  two,  and  in  some  cases  three,  tenants. 

“ The  estimate  for  the  69  houses  shows  that  a total  loan  will 
“ be  required  of  £14,909  10s.  Od.,  the  principal  items  being:  land, 
“etc.,  £1,776  lOs.  Od. ; buildings,  £11,293;  and  streets,  sewers, 
“ and  fencing,  £1,840.  The  annual  charge  for  repayment  and 
“interest  on  the  loan  will  be  £646  16s.  5M.,  and  in  addition  there 
“ will  be  a further  annual  chargee  of  £402  13s,  24d.  for  rates,  taxes, 
“ insurance,  water,  repairs,  supervision,  and  collection  of  rents,  and 
balance  for  contingencies,  making  a total  annual  charge  of  £1,049 
“9s.  8d.  The  rent  of  the  69  houses,  at  6s.  per  week,  will  bring  in 
“ £1,076  8s.  Od.,  and  allowing  24  per  cent,  for  empties  and  losses, 
“ viz.,  £26  18s.  4d.,  just  balances  the  account.” 

“ (h)  Insanitary  Property : Dr.  Dillon  states  : “ 1 have  personally 
“ inspected  400  houses,  which,  with  those  inspected  last  year,  con- 
stitute  the  worst  class  of  property  in  the  town.  The  principal 
“ defects  found  were  dampness,  absence  of  through  ventilation,  no 
“ provision  for  the  storage  of  food,  and  overcrowding.  Many  houses 
“ are  divided  into  three  tenements,  one  downstairs  and  two  up.  It 
“ will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  convert  all  these  houses  into 
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“ single  dwellings,  or  flats  for  tw'o  tenants.”  Of  400  houses 
inspected,  42  were  considered  imflt  for  habitation,  and  representa- 
tions were  made  wdth  a view  to  making  closing  orders  in  25 
instances,  but  only  one  closing  order  w^as  made,  whilst  defects  in 
65  houses  were  remedied  without  the  making  of  closing  orders.  It 
is  stated  that  “ closing  orders  w'ere  recommended  in  regard  to 
“ exceptionally  bad  houses  only,  as  if  houses  are  closed  at  present  the 
“ occupiers  are  driven  away  from  the  town  and  throwm  out  of  employ- 
ment.”  12  ash-closets  w'ere  replaced  by  water-closets. 

Nuisajices — 213  were  abated;  47  formal  and  167  informal 
notices  \vere  seiwed. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (4). — Structural  alterations  were  carried 
out  in  2 houses  and  one  was  closed,  being  unfit  for  habitation. 


Dairies  and  MillcsJiops. — The  2 dairy  farms  and  the  various 
milkshops  in  the  district  were  regularly  inspected  and  w'ere  found  in 
good  order. 

Slaughter-houses  (14). — In  some  instances  the  slaughtering  is 
done  in  the  shop,  which  is  objectionable.  One  shop  w^as  much 
improved  by  the  substitution  of  a cement  for  a wooden  floor. 

Inspection  of  Ships. — 109  foreign  and  76  British  ships  w^ere 
inspected.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  'svas  detected  during  the 
year. 

Factories  (10),  Workshops  (24),  and  Bakehouses  (27)  received  167 
inspections,  and  6 nuisances  (want  of  cleanliness)  w'ere  found  and 
remedied . 


SaXITARY  REQUmEMENTS . 

Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation,  as  mentioned  in 
the  report  . 


f 
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SHILDON. 

S.  Fielden.  M.D..  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  PoDulation 

13,721 

13,531 

Birtti-rate  

28-56 

‘28-45 

Death-rate 

15-03 

13-08 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

3-35 

1-18 

Phthisis  death-rate . . 

1-45 

0-88 

Tota.l  Tuberculosi.s  death-rate 

1-89 

1-62 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate  

1-89 

1-69 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births 

86 

101 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 


191-2, 

1911, 

Total  notifications  . . 

396 

133 

Smallp(-x  

nil. 

nil. 

.Scat  let  fever  . . 

354 

64 

Diphtheria 

22 

43 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &e.) 

10 

13 

Puerpeial  fever 

nil. 

1 

Cases  tieated  at  hospital  . , 

1-24 

49 

Measles  

(30) 

(nil.) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhtea  and  Enteritis  (under 

(1) 

(2) 

2 years) 

(1) 

(11) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company. 

Sewerage. — The  works  acted  efficiently.  Sewers  were  laid  in  6 

t/ 

streets. 

Scavenging  is  done  at  night  by  the  CounciTs  own  workmen. 
8,279  loads  of  refuse  were  destroyed  in  the  destructor,  and  2,434 
loads  were  put  on  farm  land. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  4 were  built  and  occupied;  3 were 
supplied  with  water-closets,  and  the  other  (an  outlying  house)  with 
an  ash-closet,  (b)  Insanitary  Property : 406  houses  were  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  for  the  most  part  were  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition — any  defects  were  promptly  remedied.  In  Temperance 
Street  2 houses  in  the  yard  were  demolished,  and  the  owner  is  to  be 
required  to  make  further  improvements.  In  Auckland  Terrace  5 
water-closets  were  erected  and  the  yards  asphalted.  In  Back  Queen 
Street  the  houses  were  provided  with  proper  drainage  and  water 
supply,  and  4 water-closets  were  substituted  for  privies.  4 cottages 
in  Fryer  Street  have  been  thoroughly  repaired  and  provided  with 
new  cement  floors  and  pantries.  During  the  year  40  water-closets 
were  substituted  for  privies. 

Nuisances — 121  notices  were  served  and  complied  with. 

Streets — 6 front  and  4 back  streets  were  made.  A recreation 
irrofind  in  a central  position  has  been  provided. 


Cowsheds  and  Milkshopfi  were  periodically  inspected  and  a t*evv 
small  defects  were  noted.  1 new  byre  was  erected. 

Slaughter-houses  were  well  maintained. 

Factories  (13)  and  Workshops  (39)  received  104  inspections,  and 
were  found  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1. - — To  vigorously  continue  the  abolition  of  privy-middens. 

2. - — To  convert  ash-closets  to  the  water-carriage  system. 

3.  — To  continue  the  making  of  streets. 

4.  — The  erection  of  new  cow^sheds  and  dairies. 


SOUTH  WICK-ON-WEAR. 


John  J.  Carruthers, 

M.B. 

, Medical  Officer  of  He 

ulth. 

Vital  Statisties. 

Infectious  Diseases—Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

U,d:i9 

13.817 

Total  notifications  .. 

97 

60 

Birth-rate  

33 -Oil 

35-99 

Smallpox  

nil. 

nil. 

Ddath-rate 

13-27 

19-99 

Scarlet  fever  .. 

61 

82 

Zymotic  death-rate  .. 

0-93 

3-61 

Diphtheria 

2 

6 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

0-93 

0-79 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

7 

22 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-43 

0-86 

Puerpera  1 fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Re.spiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

54 

44 

rate 

2-29 

3-76 

Measles 

(3) 

(8) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(4) 

(fi) 

per  1,000  births  . . 

67 

153 

Diarrhtea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 year.s)  . . 

(4) 

(33) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company.  The  public  supply  for  Thistley  Hill, 
referred  to  in  previous  reports,  has  not  yet  been  obtained. 

Sewerage  system  acted  efficiently. 

Scavenging  was  satisfactorily  done  by  the  CounciT's  own  work- 
men. The  refuse  is  disposed  ot  to  farmers. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  2 were  erected  and  occupied,  (b) 
Insanitary  Property:  Of  300  houses  inspected,  5 houses  were  con- 
sidered unfit  for  habitation  and  closing  orders  were  made  for  the 


same,  whilst  the  defects  in  18  houses  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  closing  orders.  In  carrying  out  inspections,  the  work  of 
“ the  officials  has  been  mainly  directed  to  the  property  that  is 
“oldest  and  most  needful  of  attention.”  Water-closets  were  sub- 
stituted for  56  midden-privies,  of  which  the  district  still  contains  666 
29  defectively  paved  yards  were  dealt  with. 

Nuisances — 406  were  abated  after  the  service  of  notices. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  were  inspected  frequentl}-' . According  to  a 
recent  census  there  are  53  dairv  cows,  of  which  31  were  tested  with 
tuberculin.  One  cow  was  found  suffering  from  tid^erculosis  of  the 
udder,  and  the  owner  agreed  to  stop  using  the  milk. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — None. 

Slaughter-houses  (11). — The  shops  are  used  as  slaughter-houses 
in  5 instances. 

Factories  (15),  Workshoj^s  (40),  ond  Workplaces  (1)  received  515 
inspections.  No  nuisances  were  found. 

Sanitary  Requirements  . 

1.  — Abolish  privy-middens  and  ash-closets. 

2.  — Substitute  water-carriage  system. 

3.  — A public  slaughter-house. 

4.  — A public  mortuary. 


SPENNYMOOR. 


W.  Mussellwiiite, 

M.R.C.S..  D.P.H., 

Medical 

Officer  of  Health. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Est'mated  Population 

18,0.33 

17,914 

Total  notifications  . . 

307 

120 

Birth-rate 

,32-93 

34-49 

Smallpox 

nil. 

1 

Death-rate 

14-91 

16-18 

Scarlet  fever  .. 

249 

64 

Zymotic  death  rate  .. 

2-15 

3-01 

1 iphtheria 

6 

6 

Phthisis  death-rate . . 

0-77 

0-55 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

9 

21 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-.38 

1-06 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

198 

88 

rate 

3-27 

2-00 

Measles  

(^^) 

(1) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(9) 

(6) 

1,000  births 

104 

165 

Diarrhoea  and  Phiteriti.s  (under 

2 years) 

(18) 

(42) 

156 


General  Sanitation. 

Water — Witli  the  exception  ot‘  a few  outlying  farms  the  whole 
district  is  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water- 
Company. 

Seryerai/e. —Tenders  for  the  new  sewerage  scheme  are  to  be 
advertised  for  immediately.  Reference  is  again  made  to  the  pollu- 
tion of  Tudhoe  Grange  Beck  with  coal  dust  and  tarry  matter. 

iScarenging — “ The  work  has  been  done  very  badly  in  some  of 
the  scavengering  areas.  Supervision  of  the  scavenging  occupies 
a large  part  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances’  time.  The  Council  have 
“ had  to  take  the  work  out  of  the  hands  of  two  or  three  of  the 
contractors.  T should  recommend  the  Council  not  to  accept 
‘‘  tenders  from  any  of  the  scavengers  whose  work  has  been  iinsatis- 
factory  in  the  past.” 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  18  were  built  and  occupied.  It  is 
stated  that  ash-closets  were  still  being  provided  for  new  houses,  but 
that  waterclosets  would  be  recommended  as  soon  as  the  new  sewerage 
system  scheme  comes  into  operation.  (6)  Insanitary  Pi’operty : The 
systematic  house-to-house  inspection  of  the  district  was  continued. 
One  scavenging  area  in  each  of  the  three  wards,  Spennymooi’, 
Ferryhill  and  Tudhoe,  has  been  inspected,  and  a second  area  in 
Spennymoor  Ward  is  now  being  inspected.  Of  225  houses  inspected, 

G were  considered  unfit  for  habitation  and  closing  orders  Avere  made 
in  one  instance,  Avhilst  the  defects  in  5 others  were  remedied  withoin 
the  making  of  closing  orders.  In  addition  99  preliminary  notices 
were  served  as  to  defects  which  Avere  complied  with  in  84  instances. 

5 Avater-closets  and  10  ash-closets  AA^ere  substituted  for  ashpit-privies 
of  Avhich  there  are  still  683  in  the  district. 

Ahmances.— 48  were  abated;  10  formal  and  50  informal  notices 
were  served. 

Streets — Not  mentioned. 

Common  Lodging  Houses  (4)  were  inspected  regularly  and  found  to 
be  Avell  conducted. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — All  coAvsheds  and  dairies  Avere  inspected 
twuce  during  the  year,  and  notices  for  whitewashing  Avere  complied 


i 5 


with.  *■  'J'here  i.s,  huwevei',  Uttle  iiiipioveiiionl  to  ivport  as  lo  the 
“ condition  in  which  the  cows  are  kept,  and  few  or  no  precautions  are 
“ taken  in  milking!:.'’ 


SJa  ughter‘house>i  were  inspected  twice  u year  and  most  were  found 
clean  and  wmli  kt^pt,  hut  in  many  insianees  they  are  situated  too 
close  to  houses. 


Off’en.pxr  Trades 


•“""'riio  '2  knacker  yards  gaye  rise  to  no  nuisances. 


Factories  (27),  B'orksliops  (72),  and  Workplaces  (3)  receiyed  190 
inspections;  G nuisances  due  to  uncleanliness  (1),  defectiye  sanitary 
accommodation  (4),  etc.,  were  found  and  remedied. 


S ANIT ARY  K EQUIR EMENTS . 


Abolition  of 
as  soon  as  the  new 


ashpit-priyies  and  proyision 
sewerage  scheme  is  completed. 


of  wmter-closets 


STANHOPE 


JoHi\  Gray,  M.Ii  , Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

191-2 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

2,026 

2.010 

Total  notifications 

..  52 

5 

Rirth-raie 

16-28 

18-40 

Smallpox 

..  nil. 

nil. 

Death-raie 

15-30 

16-91 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

37 

1 

Zymotic  death-rate.. 

0-98 

0-49 

Diphtheria 

14 

1 

Phthisis  de  ith-rate. . 

1-48 

0-99 

Fevers  (Enteric,  etc.) 

. . nil. 

1 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-97 

1-49 

Puerperal  fever 

..  nil. 

nil. 

Respiratory  disease-s  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

..  34 

no  hospital. 

rate 

1-97 

1-99 

•Measles.. 

(1) 

(nil.) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping;  cough 

..  (nil.) 

(1) 

1,000  birtlis 

60 

53 

Dianhcea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  . . 

..  (nil.) 

(nil.) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  is  both  plentiful  and  good.  The 
three  metal  coyers  to  replace  the  tvooden  one  at  the  reseryoir  men- 
tioned in  tlie  last  annual  report  have  now  been  provided.  The  water 
main  in  Paragon  Street  has  been  extended. 

Sewerage. — The  new  sewage  disposal  plant  did  not  wmrk  so 
satisfactorily  during  the  wet  season  owing  to  the  access  of  surface 
water. 


Scarcnging.^Sci^vonging  in  carried  out  Katisfactorilv. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : Two  new  houses  were  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  year,  (h)  Insanitary  Property : Under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  13  houses  were 
inspected  and  their  condition  noted,  but  no  mention  is  made  as  to 
whether  any  action  was  taken.  To  C cottages  in  Back  Lane  doors 
were  provided,  the  yards  cemented  and  separate  water  spouts  and 
closet  accommodation  provided.  To  3 cottages  in  the  Square,  water- 
closets  were  provided  in  place  of  a very  defective  ashpit-privy. 
Here  the  yards  were  cemented,  and  to  one  of  the  houses  a back  door 
provided.  During  the  year  19  ashpit-privies  were  converted  into 
water-closets  and  6 into  ash-closets.  There  are  still  15  ashpit-privies 
and  188  ash-closets  in  this  district. 

Nuisances — 24  informal  notices  were  served,  namely,  10  with 
respect  to  ashpits  and  privies,  13  in  connection  with  defects  in  house 
drainage,  and  one  to  cleanse  a dw^elling;  all  were  complied  wuth. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  cowsheds  were  inspected. 
One  of  the  worst  in  the  district  has  been  built  and  remodelled  and  is 
now  satisfactory. 

Slaiighter-houses. — No  mention  is  made. 

Food  and  Drugs — The  milk  supply  is  stated  to  be  good. 

Factories  and  Workshops — No  mention  is  made. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1. -^ — The  provision  of  additional  lighting  and  through  ventila- 
tion in  the  older  type  of  cottages. 

2. - — The  paving  of  yards,  and  improved  access  to  certain  back 
premises  to  facilitate  public  scavenging. 

3.  — The  improvement  generally  of  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  cottages  and  more  particularly  with  respect  to  damp  walls. 
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STANLEY. 

E.  G.  L).  Benson,  L. R.C.P.,  D.P. H.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Statuiics. 

. 

Infectious  Diseases— Ca^t  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

25.000 

23  6C0 

Total  notifications  . . 

190 

121 

Birth-rate  ..  . . .. 

84'40 

36-22 

Smallpox 

niL 

niL 

Death-rat®  ..  ..  ... 

13  82 

16-10 

Scarlet  fever 

100 

66 

Zvinotic  death-rate  . . . 

1*60 

2*88 

Diphtheria 

u 

SO 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

()70 

0-59 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

1 

9 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-52 

2-07 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

140 

98 

rate  

2*28 

2-88 

Measles  

(19) 

(-20) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(3) 

(11) 

1,000  births 

126 

173 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years)  . . 

(7) 

(32) 

Gep^rral  Sanitation. 

fVate)'  was  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett 
Water  Company. 

Neu’erage.-— Application  is  to  be  made  for  a loan  for  "works  at 
Hustle  Donn,  supplementary  to  those  at  South  Moor. 

Scavenging  was  done  by  contractors.  “ The  provision  of 
“ covered  carts  has  proved  a great  boon,  especially  in  summer,  as  by 
this  innovation  the  dust  is  prevented  from  being  disseminated  in 
the  atmosphere  by  the  wind,  and  will  doubtless  aid  in  preventing 
“ epidemics  of  such  diseases  as  typhoid  fever  and  epidemic  enteritis.” 

Rousing — (a)  New  Houses:  212  self-contained  houses  were 
built.  The  majority  of  the  houses  contained  3 rooms  (77)  or  4 
rooms  (72);  46  houses  contained  5 rooms,  and  in  28  instances  they 
were  provided  with  baths,  and  in  34  instances  with  water-closets. 
(&)  Insanitary  Property : 48  houses  were  inspected,  all  of  which  were 
considered  unfit  for  habitation,  but  closino;  orders  were  only  made 
in  32  instances,  leaving  16  houses  which  are  to  be  closed  by  the 
owner.  Demolition  orders  were  made  for  6 houses  in  High  Street, 
and  similar  action  should  be  taken  respecting  the  houses  in  Sand 
Street,  which  are  now  all  empty. 


At  Havannah,  closing  orders  for  the  whole  of  Scott  Street  and 
George  Street  (32  houses)  were  served,  and  plans  have  been  passed 
for  semi-detached  houses  in  Scott  Street,  whilst  new  houses  with 
self-contained  yards  are  to  be  erected  in  George  Street  and  Alfred 
Street.  At  South  Moor  satisfactory  alterations  are  to  be  made  to 


Uigli  How,  Quaking  Houbet-  and  Old  South  Moor.  In  Pine  and 
Poplar  Streets  the  houses  have  been  provided  with  ash-closets  and 
self-contained  yards.  At  Shield  Row  and  Kip  Hill,  the  owners  have 
been  informed  that  the  houses  are  unfit  for  habitation  and  that 
closing  orders  are  to  be  made.  Ill  yards  were  paved,  and  in  Joicey 
Terrace  and  Heniy  Street  cement  footpaths  and  dry  yards  formed. 
127  ashpit-privies  were  converted  into  ash-closets  and  1 water-closet 
was  substituted  for  an  ash-closet.  The  district  still  contains  1,241 
ashpit-privies. 

Nuisances. — -300  were  abated.  176  formal  and  266  informal 
notices  were  served. 

Milk  Supply. —9  vendors  and  10  cow-keepers  retail  milk  in  the 
district.  There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the 
byres. 

Slaughter-houses  (8)  Avere  satisfactorily  maintained.  The  offal 
was  promptly  removed. 

Factories  (19)  and  Workshops  (41)  received  120  inspections;  2 
nuisances  (uncleanliness)  were  found  and  remedied. 

Sanitary  REQuiREiiENTS. 


None  mentioned. 


TAN  FI  ELD. 


E.  G.  1).  Benson,  L.RC.P.,  D P.H.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics, 

Infections  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths) 

1912. 

1911. 

1912.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

10.500 

10,700 

Total  notifications 

123 

72 

Birth-rate  

80-47 

30-09 

>mallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-r.^te  

14-09 

14-86 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

35 

28 

Zymotic  death-rate  .. 

1-43 

3 -08 

Diphtheria  

45 

18 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

1-04 

0-56 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

3 

10 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-43 

0-93 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

79 

52 

rate  

2-09 

1-49 

Measles 

(nil) 

(8) 

In. ant  mortality-rate  per  1,(KX) 

Whooping  cough 

(6) 

(7) 

hirths  

119 

1«7 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  i years)  ,, 

(5) 

(H) 

General  Sanitation. 


Waier.^Tho  district  is  satisfactorily  supplied  by  the  Wcardal© 
and  Oonsett  Water  Company.  Water  has  been  laid  on  to  Esther  Pit 
and  Upper  Lintz  Cottages  and  now  practically  almost  all  the  houses 
are  proTided  with  inside  water  taps. 

Sewerage.- — The  area  of  the  works  at  Tantobie  and  Wbite-ie- 
Head  have  been  increased  so  as  to  permit  the  land  to  be  rested  at 
intervals.  Friarside  has  been  provided  with  drainage. 

Scavenging  was  satisfactorily  done  by  contractors,  and  the  dis- 
posal of  the  refuse  caused  no  nuisance. 

Rousing. — (a)  New  Houses:  17  self-contained  houses  (4-room6d 
or  larger)  were  built.  (6)  Insanitary  Property:  27  houses  were  in- 
spected and  all  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for  habitation;  in  6 
instances  representation  was  made  for  closure  and  closing  orders 
were  made,  whilst  in  21  houses  the  defects  were  remedied  without 
the  maldng  of  closing  orders,  10  houses  being  practically  rebuilt  and 
11  others  vastly  improved.  The  replacement  of  stepladders  by 
stair-cases  and  the  substitution  of  ash-closets  for  ashpit  privies  has 
made  considerable  improvement  to  the  houses  at  Tanfield  Lea, 
Hobson,  and  Beamish,  Red  Row.  It  is  again  mentioned  that 
similar  improvements  should  be  made  at  Lintz  Colliery  and  Friar- 
side. During  the  year  2 water-closets  and  75  ash-closets  were 
substituted  for  midden-privies  of  which  there  are  still  796  in  the 
district. 

Streets.- — One  back  street  has  been  made  at  Lintz  Colliery. 

Nuisances. — 131  formal  and  informal  notices  were  served. 

Slaughter-Houses,  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  were  satisfactorily  main- 
tained. 

Factories  (14)  and  Workshops  (21)  received  70  inspections.  5 
nuisances  were  detected  and  remedied. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

The  abolition  of  ashpit-privies  at  Lintz  Colliery  and  Friarside, 


TOW  LAW. 


J.  H Naismith,  M D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Stalistics. 

h\fectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

4,327 

4,327 

Total  notifications 

41 

20 

Birth-i-ate 

28-88 

26-57 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-rate  

10 -16 

14  T 9 

Scarlet  fever 

20 

6 

Zymotic  death -late  .. 

nil 

2-31 

Diphtheria 

3 

5 

Phthisis  death-rate 

1-15 

1-15 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

A 

1 

Total  Tal)erculosis  death-rate 

1-38 

1-84 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

10 

4 

rate  . . 

2 31 

1-38 

Measles 

(nil) 

(2) 

Infant  mortality -rate  per  1,000 

Whooping  cough 

(nil) 

(6) 

births 

72 

78 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years) 

(nil) 

(1) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply — The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  obtained 
from  the  mains  of  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company. 


Sewerage.- — The  general  drainage  is  said  to  be  satisfactory. 
There  are  still  many  defective  yard  traps,  and  in  some  places  the 
channels  in  the  back  streets  require  attention. 


Scavenging — In  some  parts  of  the  district  the  scavenging  is 
can'ied  out  in  a highly  satisfactory  manner,  but  is  not  so  in  many 
other  parts. 


Housing — (a)  New  Houses:  No  new  houses  were  erected  during 
the  year,  (h)  Insanitary  Property  : Dr.  J.  H.  Naismith  reports  that 
“ very  few  new  houses  have  of  late  years  been  built,  and  the  conse- 
“ quence  is  that  a great  many  are  not  up  to  the  present  day  require- 
“ ments.  ...  We  have  started  to  tackle  some  of  the 
problems  lying  to  our  hands,  but  in  the  future  we  must  proceed  at 
“ a faster  pace.’^  The  chief  structural  defects  enumerated  in  the 
report  are  .faulty  slating,  broken  spouting  and  downcomers  with  the 
water  soaking  into  the  foundation  of  the  building,  and  faulty  paving 
in  some  of  the  back  streets.  In  the  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuis- 
ances, which  is  appended,  it  is  recorded  that  38  houses  were 
inspected  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations 
and  that  11  were  found  to  be  defective.  With  respect  to  these, 
notices  have  been  served,  but  as  the  defects  have  not  been  remedied 
proceedings  are  to  be  taken. 
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The  summary  also  states  that  36  defective  yard  surfaces  were 
put  in  order,  45  houses  provided  with  rain  water  down-pipes,  16 
open  privies  converted  into  ash-closets  (15)  and  into  water-closets 
(1).  There  are  stiU  267  ashpit-privies  in  tlie  distinct. 

Nuisances — The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  24;  not 
abated,  9. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — The  question  of  the  “ cowsheds  and  dairy 
“ accommodation,”  writes  Dr.  Naismith,  “ must  be  seriously  tackled 
“ in  the  near  future  if  we  wish  to  keep  up  with  the  needs  of  the 
‘‘times.”  The  milk  supply  is  good. 

Slaughter-houses — These  as  a rule  are  kept  clean  and  tidy  and 
are  duly  registered.” 

Food  and  Drugs — No  mention  is  made  as  to  the  quality  of  the 
meat  and  food  supplies  sold  in  the  district. 

Factories  and  Workshops — There  are  three  registered  workshops. 
Of  the  factories  3 inspections  were  made,  of  the  workshops  2.  “ The 

“places  are  small  and  are  well  looked  after.”  There  are  no  bake- 
houses. 

Sanitakt  Requirements. 

1.  — •Improvements  to  the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 

2.  — The  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order  with  respect  to  cowsheds. 

3.  — More  satisfactory  methods  of  scavenging  in  certain  parts 
of  the  district. 


4 
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WHICKHAM. 

Andrew  Smith,  M.D,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Viial  Statistics. 

Infeciicus  Diseases— Cases  and  (.Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

191-2.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

19,164 

18,469 

Total  notifications  .. 

161 

150 

Birth-rate 

30-26 

30-10 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

] )eath-rate.  . . . , 

12 -62 

13-75 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

61 

92 

Zymotic  ileath-rate  .. 

2-14 

2-16 

Diphtheria 

38 

39 

Phthisis,  death-rate  .. 

0-SS 

0-39 

.Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) . . 

11 

5 

Total  'l’ubercul(jsi,s  death-rate 

1-56 

1-29 

Puerperal  fever 

2 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

68 

85 

rate  . . 

1-93 

1-84 

Measles  . . 

(16) 

(16) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Whooping  cough 

(9) 

(3) 

biiths 

S6 

143 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years)  .. 

(S) 

(21) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply — The  quality  of  the  water  is  excellent,  and  the 
quantity  sufficient.  The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Newcastle  and 
Gateshead  Water  Company,  with  the  exception  of  Marley  Hill,  which 
is  served  by  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company. 


Sewerage. — When  the  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Marley  Hill, 
Byer  Moor,  and  Crookgate,  which  is  now  approaching  completion,  is 
in  full  working  order,  the  drainage  throughout  the  district  will  be 
satisfactory.  But  it  is  just  possible,  owing  to  the  great  increase  of 
the  district  that  the  main  sewer  will  soon  be  inadequate.  There  are 
2,999  ash-closets,  16^  water-closets  and  4 ashpit-privies  in  the 
district. 


Scavenging.~~-T}ie  work  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Council, 
and  is  done  efficiently;  the  ash-closets  are  emptied  weekly. 

Housing .~(a)  New  Houses : Built  23 ; all  were  occupied.  (6) 
Insanitary  Property  : The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  during  the  year  under  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act, 
1909: — Houses  closed  6;  houses  (new  property)  in  connection  with 
which  minor  defects  were  remedied  67 ; houses  satisfactorily  repaired 
under  the  supervision  of  the  sanitary  authority  43  ; work  in  progress 
30  ; houses  with  respect  to  which  owners  have  promised  to  remedy 
defects  and  in  hand  80. 

WhicJcham.  .—There  are  many  old  houses  in  Whickham 
without  damp  proof  courses  but  steps  are  being  taken  to  miti- 
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gate  the  tendency  to  dampness.  One  tenement  property  in 
Church  Chare  requires  reconstruction  or  demolishing  and  is 
now  being  dealt  with. 

SwaXwdl. — Spicer’s  Bank  has  been  satisfactorily  paved  so 
that,  with  a good  front  street,  back  street  and  paved 
yards,  the  houses  throughout  now  are  in  as  satisfactoiy  a con- 
dition as  it  is  possible  to  make  them. 

At  Waterside,  Poor  House  Yard  and  Whorlton  Terrace 
the  brick  floors  of  the  houses  repeatedly  referred  to  in  previous 
reports  are  now  being  replaced  by  impervious  cement,  the 
pantries  are  being  repaved  and  cement  roofs  are  taking  the 
place  of  dilapidated  tiles. 

In  Long  Row  the  yards  are  being  reconstructed  and  im- 
provements carried  out  to  the  sanitary  conveniences. 

“General  progress  is  being  made,”  writes  Dr.  Andi^ew 
Smith,  “ in  the  sanitation  of  this  ward,  though  it  must  ever 
“ be  borne  in  mind  that  we  are  here  dealing  with  very  old 
“ property  of  veiy  bad  original  construction.  . . There  is 

“ nothing  like  the  overcrowding  which  existed  only  a few  years 
“ ago.” 

Marley  Rill. — The  great  improvement  scheme  mentioned 
in  his  last  annual  report  Dr.  Smith  says  “ is  being  steadily 
“ proceeded  with,  but  is  not  by  any  means  complete.  The 
“ greater  part  of  the  work  is  done,  the  sewers  are  laid,  the 
“ machinery  and  works  for  the  Shone  System  are  being  con- 
“ structed,  the  large  yards  with  conveniences  at  Byer  Moor 
“ are  finished,  the  roads  there  are  partially  constructed,  a few 
“ of  the  back-to-back  houses  have  been  made  through,  but  not 
''  to  any  great  extent  since  last  year.” 

Dunston. — “ This  ward  continues  to  increase  in  size  by 
“ continuous  building.  Dunston  has  been  thoroughly  over- 
“ hauled  during  the  year,  but  in  addition  to  all  the  work 
“ Wheduled  in  the  last  report  to  be  done,  something  like  60 
“ hotises  1iave  already  been  dealt  with,  and  otberf  are  either 
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being  attended  to  or  are  under  negotiation  with  the  owners, 
“ while  preliminary  notices  have  been  taken  of  others  to  be 
similarly  dealt  with  in  detail.  ” 

Common  Lodging  ^Not  mentioned. 

Nuisances — -To  abate  nuisances  311  formal  notices  were,  served 
and  291  were  complied  with.  These  included  notices  to  cleanse  (23), 
with  respect  to  structural  defects  in  dwelling  houses  (47),  with  respect 
to  defective  house  drainage  (49)  and  yard  paving  (9),  with  respect 
to  defective  ash-closets  (51),  defective  ashpits  and  privies  (6),  One 
ashpit  pHvy  was  converted  into  a water-closet.  No  ash-closets  were 
converted  into  water-closets. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops — All  the  dairies  and  cowsheds 
were  inspected  and  reported  on  in  detail,  and  from  70  to  80  visits 
were  paid  to  them.  16  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances,  and 
in  addition  30  cowkeepers  were  notified  with  respect  to  the  half- 
yearly  limevvashing.  Dr.  Smith  can  “ confidently  assert  that  a pure, 
sweet  and  clean  milk  supply  is  guaranteed  throughout  the  district 
in  every  way  except  that  of  tubercle  free.” 

There  are  a good  many  small  shops  in  the  district,  such  as 
confectioners  and  general  shops,  where  milk  is  retailed.  These  are 
regularly  inspected,  and  during  the  year  5 notices  were  served. 

Slaughter-houses — There  are  10  slaughter-houses,  namely,  3 at 
Whickham,  3 at  Swalwell,  1 at  Crookgate  and  3 at  Dunston.  In 
addition  to  these  a license  was  granted  for  permission  to  use  certain 
premises  at  \^^Iickham,  but  the  slaughter-house  has  not  been 
occupied. 

2 slaughter-houses  at  Dunston  were  condemned  : 1 at  Whick- 
ham was  gi'anted  a temporary  license ; 3 at  Swalwell  were  required 
to  put  their  places  in  order;  I of  Whickham,  I at  Crookgate  and 

1 at  Dunston  required  to  carry  out  one  or  two  minor  improvements ; 

2 new  slaughter-houses  (1  at  Wliickham  and  1 at  Dunston)  were 
erected,  and  1 old  premises  was  converted  into  a slaughter-house. 
Dr.  Andrew  Smith  considers  the  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  to 
be  very  satisfactory.  They  are  all  apparently  licensed  slaughter- 
houses 


Offensive  Trades. — Power  to  include  in  the  list  of  offensive  trades 
“ fish  fryer  ” was  sanctioned  by  Order  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
under  Section  51  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 
Besides  fish  fryers  there  is  a soap  factory  and  also  a marine 
store  at  Dunston.  This  place  has  also  been  entered  on  the  list  of 
offensive  trades. 

Food  and  Drugs.. — -No  mention  is  made  in  the  report  as  to 
whether  the  provision  shops  are  inspected  or  as  to  whether  the 
character  of  the  food  exposed  for  sale  is  satisfactory. 

Factories  and  WorTishops — The  total  number  of  workshops  on 
the  register  is  18.  Seventeen  inspections  were  made,  namely,  3 to 
factories,  10  to  workshops  and  4 to  workplaces.  8 written  notices 
were  served.  Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  in  one 
case  and  new  sanitary  conveniences  in  3.  No  list  of  out-workers 
was  received.  The  bakehouses  are  well  kept  and  are  visited 
periodically. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1. - — Further  improvements  to  the  houses  of  the  working  classes 
in  the  district. 

2.  —Street  improvements. 


WILLINGTON. 

R.  E Brown,  L.R.C.  P.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

hifectiow  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

191*2.  1911. 

Estimate'!  Population 

8,839 

8,755 

Total  notifications  .. 

267 

71 

Birih-rate  

129*30 

31*41 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Death  rate  

11*87 

18*50 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

210 

*20 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

0*79 

3*31 

Diphtheria 

Fevejs  (Enteric,  &c.).. 

45 

32 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

0*35 

0-34 

nil 

15 

'J  otal  TubercnlO'is  d'-ath-rate 

0 56 

0*68 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

203 

65 

rate  . . . . . . . . 

1*79 

5*25 

Measles 

(3) 

(7) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

. . (nil) 

(6) 

births  

100 
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(under  2 years)  . . 

. . (nil) 

(8) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply — -The  supply  is  from  the  Consett'  and  Weardale 
Water  Co.  The  water,  which  is  derived  from  the  uplands,  is  soft 
and  pure.  It  is  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  district.  The  outlying 
fainns  are  supplied  from  local  springs. 
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Sewerage — At  Page  Bank  sewers  have  been  laid  and  the  sewage 
is  treated  on  two  acres  of  land.  The  results  of  the  treatment  are 
considered  to  be  unsatisfactory  at  times.  The  town  of  Willington 
has  a main  drainage  scheme. 

Scavemjhig.—The  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  CounciPs 
workmen. 


Housing. —(a)  New  Houses  : 55  ; all  were  occupied,  (h)  Insani- 
tary Property:  At  Oakenshaw  improvements  were  carried  out  to 
57  houses.  Here  a staircase  has  been  provided  to  each  house  in 
place  of  a ladder,  and  to  9 of  the  37  houses  sculleries  and  pantries 
have  been  added.  To  64  houses  in  New  Row,  Oakenshaw,  a self- 
contained  yard  to  each  house  has  been  made,  the  open  midden-privies 
replaced  by  properly  constructed  ash-closets,  the  open  channels 
abolished,  and  a gully  connected  to  a more  efficient  means  of  drain- 
age provided. 

At  Brancepeth  Colliery  11  houses  have  been  demolished,  and 
substantial  buildings  erected  in  their  place.  The  conversion  of  22 
midden-privies  into  ash-closets  is  required  in  Cross  Row,  Oakenshaw. 
At  Brancepeth  Colliery  there  are  still  many  midden-privies.  Besides 
the  conversion  of  the  privies  the  houses  here  require  self-contained 
yards,  and  a better  system  of  drainage.  Structural  alterations  are 
required  to  12  houses  in  High  Street,  Willington.  Dr.  Brown 
says  that  there  is  still  a considerable  amount  of  overcrowding.  “ A 
great  number  of  persons  who  pay  their  rent  declare  that  they  are 
“ unable  to  pay  rent  for  large  houses.  . . Houses  are  being  built 

“ in  the  district,  but  if  this  be  not  sufficient  to  cope  with  this  condition 
“ the  Council  must  take  into  consideration  the  advisabilitv  of  build- 
‘^ingmore.’’ 


Some  paving  and  channelling  is  being  canned  out,  but  the 
back  of  High  Street  and  the  other  back  streets  in  the  town  and  the 
colliery  streets  require  making  up.  Under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations  53  houses  in  Willington  were  inspected,  but 
all  with  the  exception  of  15  w^ere  visited  on  the  last  day  of  .the  year. 
The  houses  scheduled  are:  High  Street  (No.  62),  Nelson  Street  (1-2), 
near  the  Parish  Hall  (4  houses),  Hutton  Ton*acc  (19-23),  Bow'den 


16^ 


Yard  (1-6),  Cooper’s  Yard  (3),  South  Street  (6-7  and  2 other 
houses),  Railway  Cottages  (2-5),  and  Chapel  Street  (1-17).  No. 
62,  High  Street  has  since  been  made  fit  for  habitation;  3 of  the  4 
houses  near  the  Parish  HaU  have  been  closed  but  the  fourth  house, 
with  respect  to  which  a notice  has  been  served,  is  still  occupied. 
This  house  is  damp  and  the  roof,  the  floor  and  the  windows  are 
defective. 

Notices  have  been  served  with  respect  to  Nos.  1-2,  Nelson  Street 
but  the  houses  are  still  occupied,  and  apparently  the  defects  which 
include  dampness,  defective  floors,  roofs,  ceilings,  and  lack  of 
through  ventilation  remain  unabated. 

Nos.  1 and  6,  Bowden  Yard  are  now  empty.  There  is  no 
mention  in  the  report  as  to  what  action  has  been  taken  with  respect 
to  the  remaining  houses  scheduled  as  being  defective. 

Nuisances — To  abate  nuisances  476  informal  and  2 formal 
notices  were  served;  44  nuisances  were  abated.  The  number  of 
ashpit-privies  converted  into  ash-closets  was  110,  and  into  water- 
closet  1.  There  are  still  321  ashpit-privies  in  this  district. 

With  reference  to  dwelling-houses  and  schools,  13  notices  were 
served  for  “foul  conditions,”  108  for  structural  defects,  and  5 for 
overcrowding. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — -There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and.  Milkshops — All  the  milk  dealers  are 
registered.  The  dairies  and  the  milk  utensils  are  kept  clean. 
There  are  some  cowkeepers  and  one  milk-seller  in  the  district,  but 
the  bulk  of  the  milk  is  supplied  direct  from  the  farms.  The  cowsheds 
are  kept  clean  as  a rule ; 2 or  3 require  attention  in  the  way  of 
lighting  and  ventilation. 

Slaughter-houses — The  slaughter-houses  (6)  are  regularly  in- 
spected, and  are  in  good  sanitary  condition.  The  yard  of  one  is 
undergoing  repair. 
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Offensive  Trades. — There  uie  fio  scheduled  ofl'ensive  trades  in  the 
district. 

Food  and  Drugs. — No  seizure  of  unwholesome  food  was  made 
during  the  year.  The  meat  is  found  to  be  fresh  and  wholesome 

V 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  20  registered  workshops  in 
the  district.  To  these  places  58  visits  of  inspection  were  paid.  The 
chief  workshop  industries  are  dress-making,  saddlery,  boot-making, 
cabinet-making,  brick-making,  joinery  and  printing.  Notice  was 
served  in  one  case  to  provide  proper  sanitary  accommodation. 

Saxitart  Requirements. 

1 .  — The  abolition  of  all  the  open  privy-middens  throughout  the 
district. 

2.  — The  remainder  of  the  footpath  on  the  north  side  of  the 
main  street  to  be  completed. 

3.  — The  making,  paving,  and  channelling  of  the  private  streets, 
both  town  and  collieries,  to  be  continued  with. 

4.  — The  remaining  cow-sheds  which  have  not  as  yet  been 
remedied  to  be  attended  to. 

5.  — Continued  improvements  in  the  housing  accommodation. 

6.  — The  erection  of  houses  bv  the  Council,  if  need  be,  to  obviate 
the  condition  of  overcrowding  and  where  houses  are  found  to  be  iii 
an  unfit  state  for  habitation. 


RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


AUCKLAND  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

J.  F.  Macdonald,  M.D,.  D.P  H.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and 

(Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

59,254 

53,647 

Total  notifications  . 

1,409 

450 

Birth-rate 

32-25 

32-33 

Smallpox  

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate 

13-09 

16-17 

scarlet  fever 

1,122 

293 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1-55 

2-C)l 

Diphtheria 

106 

51 

I'hrhisis  death-rate.. 

0-76 

0-66 

Fevers  (Enteric, 

19 

65 

Total  Tuberi  ulosLs  death-rate 

1-28 

1-24 

Puerperal  fever 

3 

Respiratory  d.seases  deatli- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

551 

203 

xute  

1-97 

2-56 

Measles 

(83) 

(16) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(7) 

(28) 

1,000  births 

108 

156 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(17) 

(85) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply. — The  greater  part  of  the  district  is  supplied 
with  water  from  the  reservoirs  of  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water 
Company  situated  at  WaskeiTey  and  at  Timstall.  Part  of  the 
Parish  of  Lynesack  and  Softley  is  served  by  the  mains  of  the  Barnard 
Castle  Rural  District  Council,  and  a few  houses  at  St.  Andrew’s, 
Auckland,  by  those  of  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District.  The  Civil 
Parishes  of  South  Bedburn,  Hamsterley,  Windlestone,  Bolam  and 
certain  outlying  scattered  dwellings  in  the  rural  district  depend 
upon  springs  and  weillsi  for  thei'r  supplies.  To  counteract  any 
plumbo-solvent  action  the  water  from  the  Waskerley  reservoir  is 
treated  with  lime.  ‘‘  The  supply  is  constant  and  is  a good  upland 
sui'face  water.” 

Sewerage. — The  whole  of  the  rui*al  district  is  sewered  with  the 
exception  of  certain  scattered  hamlets  and  dwellings  and  also  the 
following  parishes: — South  BedlDurn,  Binchester,  Bolam,  Lynesack, 
Softley,  Middridge,  Middridge  Grange,  and  Whitworth  Without. 
Sewage  disposal  works  are  in  construction  or  are  about  to  be  com- 
menced at  St.  Helens  Auckland,  AVest  Auckland,  Evenwood  and 
Barony,  Escomb,  llunwick  and  Helmington.  The  total  number  of 
water-closets  in  the  rural  district  is  161  ; there  are  8,556  ash-closets, 
1,793  ashpit-privies  and  6 pail-closets. 


Scavenging. — 15  townships  are  scavenged  under  contract  with 
the  District  Council;  in  the  remaining  townships  the  scavenging  is 
done  either  by  the  owners  or  the  occupiers.  Privies  and  ashpits 
are  emptied  once  a fortnight;  earth-closets  and  ash-closets  once 
a week.  The  work  is  fairly  well  done  in  some  districts,  in  others 
only  moderately  so  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  Dr.  Macdonald  mentions  that  the  contents  of  a number 
of  ash-closets  have  to  be  deposited  on  the  public  streets,  and  that 
it  is  common  to  see  soiled  paper  blowing  about  and  thus  creating  a 
nuisance.  He  trusts  that  the  Council  will  take  advantage  of  their 
powers  under  Section  d9  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907,  to  enforce  the  water-carriage  system. 

Housing.- — (a)  New  Houses:  120  new  houses  were  erected  and 
occupied,  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  During  the  year  851  houses 
were  inspected,  and  of  these  136  were  considered  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  In  27  cases  closing  orders  were  made,  10  were  closed 
voluntarily,  16  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation,  1 was  unoccu- 
pied, and  with  respect  to  28  the  owners  were  either  considering 
what  they  would  do  to  the  property  or  had  promised  to  carry  out 
the  requirements  of  tlie  sanitar}"  authority.  Three  houses  were 
demolished  and  2 built  in  their  places.  At  Helmington  Row  57 
houses  were  pronounced  unfit  for  liabitation  and  6 w’ere  closed,  but 
what  action  was  taken  with  respect  to  the  remaining  51  the  report 
does  not  clearly  state.  As  the  result  of  friendly  persuasion  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  two  2-roomed  houses  were  made  into  4:-roomed 
houses;  in  the  case  of  nine  2-roomed  houses  the  roof  was  raised 
and  each  house  provided  with  4 rooms  and  self-contained  yard; 
six  back-to-back  houses  were  converted  into  “throimh’’  houses. 
To  a large  number  of  houses  bigger  windows  were  provided,  others 
made  to  open,  floors  and  yards  cemented  and  minor  structural 
improvements  carried  out.  During  the  year  235  ashpit-privies 
were  abolished  and  323  ash-closets  and  21  water-closets  substituted  ; 
1 W.C.  was  substituted  in  place  of  an  ash-closet.  There  is  a 
scarcity  of  houses  in  the  townships  of  Byers  Green,  Coundon,  Coun- 
don  Grange,  Hunwick,  Helmington  and  Helmington  Row.  At  the 
last  three  named  places  building  operations  were  fairly  active  during 
the  year.  At  Helmington  Row  51  new  houses  were  occupied  in  1912, 
and  plans  passed  for  92, 
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Nuisances. — -i:539  nuinaiices  were  ubaLed  durinj^:  the  vear.  Of 

O t/ 

these  344  were  with  respect  to  structural  defects  to  houses,  170  with 
respect  to  yard  paving,  113  in  connection  with  defective  house 
drainage  and  220  respecting  ashpits  and  privies.  There  are  still 
1,793  ashpit-privies  in  the  district 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— Thevo  is  one  reg-igtered  common 
lodging-house ; one  which  was  not  considered  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion was  closed  during  the  year.  Action  was  taken  with  respect  to 
an  unregistered  common  lodging-house. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  MiJkshops. — There  are  188  dairies  and 
cowsheds  in  the  district.  A number  require  improvements;  263 
visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  only  one  informal  notice  appears 
to  have  been  served.  No  mention  is  made  as  to  whether  the  pro- 
visions of  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  are  enforced. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  60  slaughter-houses  in  the  district. 
Some  are  in  need  of  structural  improvements. 

Offensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drugs. — During  the  year  one  consignment  of  fish  was 
condemned.  The  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  to  the 
butchers’  shops  and  slaughter-houses  wms  96,  ‘‘  but  with  so  many 
“slaughter-houses,”  writes  Dr.  Macdonald,  “in  so  large  a district, 
“ inspection  of  slaughtered  animals  by  the  officers  of  the  Council 
“ is  impossible.” 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  15  factories  and  83  work- 
shops and  one  registered  workplace  in  the  district.  To  these  167 
official  visits  w^ere  paid;  3 defects  were  found.  One  of  these,  to 
provide  separate  closet  accommodation,  has  been  attended  to. 

Sajsutary  Requirements. 

1.  — Improvements  in  the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 

2.  — Attention  to  slaughter-houses,  dairies  and  cowsheds. 

3.  — Provision  of  water-closets  in  place  of  the  conservancy 
system  in  certain  districts. 


BARNARD  CASTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

James  C NeCigan,  L,R,C-S.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  i Jnftvtitms  Ci,T>4  iI>eatha)^ 


1012. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Est’mated  Population 

11.793 

11.681 

Total  notification^ 

91 

46 

Birth-rate 

23 -43 

26-88 

Smallpox  

nil 

nil 

Death-rate 

33-99 

12  ■■41 

Scarlet  fsTer 

48 

u 

Z>motic  death-rate  .. 

0-76 

0-77 

Diphtheria 

25 

4 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

0:59 

0-34 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &e.) 

nil 

j, 

Total  I ubei  culosis  death-rate 

1-44 

0-42 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

nil 

K-Jspiratory  diseases  deatb- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

29 

19 

mte  . . 

0-94 

0-94 

Mea'les  . . 

(4) 

(5) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1,000 

Whooping  cough 

(S) 

(nil) 

births  

112 

79 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(ail) 

(S) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. ^Tbeve  are  public  supplies  at  Woodland,  Cock= 
field  and  Middleton. 

The  Woodland  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  but  attention  is 
again  drawn  to  the  urgent  necessity  of  augmenting  the  supply  at 
Middleton  and  of  carrying  out  certain  works  at  Cockfield.  At  the 
last  named  place  there  is  an  abundant  overflow  from  the  springs, 
but  owing  to  the  large  consumption  of  water  at  the  Collieries  and 
the  fact  that  a section  of  the  pipes  between  the  springs  and  the 
reservoir  is  too  small,  there  is  a shortage  at  times  in  the  supply 
to  the  upper  part  of  the  village. 

At  Middleton  the  circumstances  are  more  serious.  Dr.  James 
Neligan  reports  that  there  are  houses  in  the  district  where,  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  water,  the  closets  as  well  as  the  baths  are 
practically  useless.  The  dangers  of  an  epidemic  of  infectious 
disease  during  a dry  season  is  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Neligan,  who 
urges  the  responsible  authorities  to  take  immediate  steps  to  provide 
a more  adequate  supply  for  Middleton. 

At  Forest  and  Frith  galvanized  pipes  have  been  laid  to  supply 
by  graritation  18  houses  on  Lord  Barnard’s  estate. 

Sewer  age. —The  sewage  works  in  different  parts  of  the  district 
are  working  efficiently,  but  at  Middleton  the  distributing  trays 
require  renewal  and  will  shortly  receive  attention. 

Scavenging. — At  Cockfield  the  scavenging  is  done  fairly  satisfac- 
torily. At  Middleton,  Gainford  and  Staindrop  there  has  been  a 


slight  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  privies.  Informal  notices 
were  served  to  abate  nuisances  caused  by  the  accumulation  of  refuse 
and  filth  in  46  instances.  • 

Rousing.— New  Houses:  17  were  erected  and  16  occupied. 
There  is  a sufficiency  of  good  and  habitable  houses,  suitable  for- 
working  men  in  all  parts  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  Stain- 
drop.  where,  owing  to  the  opening  up  of  a colliery  close  to  Winston 
Station,  there  has  been  a considerable  influx  of  men  with  their 
families.  (6)  Insanitary  Property : Under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
of  District)  Regulations  37  houses  were  inspected;  13  were  closed 
and  in  10  cases  the  defects  were  remedied  without  a closing  order. 
After  the  closing  order  was  made  one  house  was  repaired  and  made 
habitable. 

The  number  of  defects  found  was  116;  of  these  14  have  been 
remedied  and  the  others  are  receiving  attention.  One  demolition 
order  was  made. 

At  54  houses  the  midden-privies  have  been  converted  into  ash- 
closets  and  at  29  houses  into  W.C.’s.  There  are  still  1,364  ashpit- 
privies  in  the  district. 

Nuisances. — To  premises,  1,397  visits  of  inspection  were  paid, 
and  with  respect  to  these  186  informal  and  39  formal  notices  were 
served.  The  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  180  ; of  these  8 were 
with  respect  to  structural  defects. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— There  are  2 common  lodging-houses, 
namely,  one  at  Middleton  and  one  at  Staindrop.  The  former 
changed  hands  during  the  year  and  the  opportunity  was  taken  to 
carry  out  certain  improvements. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  MiJkshops.— There  are  31  milk  sellers  in 
the  district.  To  the  cowsheds  and  stables  22  visits  were  paid;  2 
informal  notices  were  served. 

The  report  does  not  say  whether  the  premises  are  in  a satis- 
factory condition. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  3 registered  and  14  licensed 
slaughter-houses.  To  these  38  visits  of  inspection  were  paid;  1 


mi'ormal  notice  to  leinedy  a defect  wan  served.  The  report  does 
not  say  if  there  are  bye-laws  and  if  so  whether  they  are  complied 
with 


Off'msi'xt  Trader.— Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drugs to  the  character  of  the  food  sold  in  the 
district  no  mention  is  made  in  the  report,  but  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  summary,  which  is  appended,  it  is  stated  that  one  seizure 
of  unwholesome  food  was  made. 

Factories  and  ops. —There  are  15  factories,  39  workshops 

and  3 workplaces.  To  these  places  57  inspections  were  made.  No 
defects  apparently  were  found. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — -An  additional  water  supply  for  Middleton. 

2. — An  improved  water  supply  for  Cockfield. 

3.  — -Increased  attention  to  the  scavenging  of  the  district. 


CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

John  Taylor,  M.D.,  D.P.  H..  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics.  Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and  {Deaths). 


1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

65,879 

63,882 

I’otal  notifications  . . 

428 

377 

Birth-rate 

33*71 

34*20 

Smallpox  

nil. 

4 

Death-rate 

13*43 

16*34 

Scnrlet  fever  . . 

234 

148 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

1*26 

3*?4 

Diphtheria 

39 

92 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

0*55 

0*75 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

12 

67 

Total  Tubercuh-sis  de.ath-rate 

1*17 

1*58 

Puerperal  fever 

ml. 

2 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

118 

104 

rate 

2*36 

2*75 

Measles  

(26) 

(35) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(29) 

(34) 

1,000  births 

120 

188 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years) 

(17) 

(117) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — ‘‘  Speaking  generally,  the  district  is  very  well 
supplied  with  water.”  The  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company 
supply  50  per  cent,  of  the  population;  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead 
Water  Company  29  per  cent. ; the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 
W’^ater  Company  12’5  per  cent.  ; the  Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries 
Company  6’ 7 per  cent. 
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All  the  Companies  have  a constant  supply,  but  better  and 
longer  storage  is  required  for  the  water  supplied  by  the  last  two 
Companies. 

The  houses  at  Barnsby  Lane,  Fulgar  Bar,  and  at  Pennyfine, 
in  the  parish  of  Lamesley,  referred  to  in  previous  reports,  are  still 
in  need  of  a better  supply. 

With  respect  to  Lumley  Little  and  Lumley  Great,  a scheme  for 
the  better  supply  of  these  parishes  was,  after  much  consideration, 
submitted  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  on  October  15th  a 
local  inquiry  was  held,  but  up  to  May  in  the  following  year  nothing 
had  been  done  to  supply  these  townships. 

Sewerage. — The  sewage  system  of  Lumley  Village,  w’hich  requires 
early  attention,  has  not  been  improved ; the  scheme  for  the  drainage 
of  the  houses  at  Pelton  Fell,  which  is  in  progress,  will,  it  is  expected, 
be  complete  at  an  early  date. 

Scavenging. — With  few'  exceptions,  Waldridge  (283  houses), 
Ouston  Parish  (165  houses).  Beamish  Parish  (102  houses),  and  Burn- 
moor  (258  houses),  the  scavenging  of  the  district  is  carried  out  by 
contractors.  Dr.  Taylor  condemns  the  present  arrangements,  and 
considers  the  time  has  arrived  when  a considerably  better 
system  of  scavenging  should  be  introduced  into  the  thickly  popu- 
lated villages,  and  advises  the  Council  to  provide  horses  and  carts 
and  employ  their  owm  staff  to  cany  out  this  wmrk. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : 238  houses  were  built  and  occupied 
during  the  year  in  the.  towuisliips  of  Washington  (55),  Lumley  Little 
(35),  Lamesley  (33),  Birtley  (29),  Pelton  (20),  Urpeth  (14),  Harra- 
ton  (13),  Usworth  (12),  Witton  Gilbert  (12),  Biddick  South  (9),  and 
Edmondsley  (6). 

Housing  Schemes. — -At  Felton  there  is  a great  scarcity  of  houses, 
and  the  District  Council  have  xinder  consideration  two  schemes  for 
building  houses.  One  is  to  provide  113  houses  in  the  village  of 
Pelton,  and  the  other  to  provide  about  100  houses  near  the  Newfield 
Inn.  xA.a  the  Colliery  Companies  are  not  prepared  to  build  houses, 
and  private  enterprise  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  meet  the  demand, 
42  houses  have  been  built  in  the  parish  of  Washington  and  a further 
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number  of  houises  in  this  township  are  being  erected;  for  similar 
reasons  the  District  Council  have  under  consideration  a scheme  for 
the  building  of  57  houses  in  the  township  of  Usioorth. 

(b)  Insanitary  Property : The  number  of  houses  closed  during 
the  year  was  117  (88  voluntarily  on  representation  to  the  owners). 
The  houses  were  distributed  throughout  the  district  as  follows : — 
Pelton  (33),  Harraton  (29), -Washington  (15),  Lamesley  (11),  Us- 
worth  (10),  Birtley  (8),  Burnmoor  (5),  Edmondsley  (2),  and  one  each 
at  Barmston,  Lumley  Great,  Lumley  Little,  and  Witton  Gilbert. 

Many  improvements  to  house  property  and  their  suiTOundings 
have  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Details  of  the  improve- 
ments effected  in  the  several  townships  are  given  in  the  report.  In 
this  connection,  Birtley,  Ouston,  and  Pelton  are  specially  mentioned. 

At  Portobello,  in  the  township  of  Harraton,  6 houses  have  been 
built  to  replace  old  ones  pulled  down ; the  rebuilding  of  the  old  houses 
at  Kibblesworth  (Lamesley)  was  continued  during  the  year,  and  6 
more  houses  in  the  Square  were  rebuilt,  which  almost  completes 
the  rebuilding  of  this  village,’^  writes  Dr.  Taylor.  In  the  township 
of  Lamesley  4 houses  at  Sunniside,  2 at  Vale  Mount  Cottages,  and 
3 at  The  Blacking  were  raised;  at  Blue  Row,  Lumley,  13’  old  houses 
were  demolished,  and  a similar  number  erected  in  their  place;  at 
Nettlesworth  (Plawsworth)  6 houses  were  rebuilt ; at  Washington 
village  10  two-roomed  tenements  were  converted  into  5 self-contained 
tenements  of  4 rooms,  and  at  Washington  Station,  Washington,  6 
back-to-back  houses  were  converted  into  through  houses. 

Reporting  on  the  sanitaiy  circumstances  of  the  township  of 
Burnmoor,  Dr.  Taylor  remarks  that  “the  number  of  poor  houses  in 
this  parish  is  considerable,  and  rebuilding  them  in  the  near  future 
“ should'  be  the  policy  continued  by  the  owners  of  the  houses  in  this 
“township.”  Referring  to  Harraton,  Dr.  Taylor  says  “this  is  a 
“ township  of  old  houses,  many  of  which  are  past  repair,  and  should 
“ be  closed.  Of  the  29  houses  closed  at  Harraton  mentioned  above, 
“6  were  at  Low  Flatts;  the  remaining  houses  here,”  Dr.  Taylor 
considers,  “ should  be  immediately  closed,”  and  at  such  places  as 
The  Square^  Fatfield,  Long  Row,  Short  Row,  and  Novo  Scotia, 
improvements  to  the  houses,  cere  also  needed.  Lumley  Great 
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another  township  of  old  houses,  many  of  w’hich  are  quite  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  but  the  owners  “ are  steadily  pulling  down  the 
^^old  houses  and  replacing  them  by  a really  good  class  of  house.’’ 

At  Pelton  the  West  Pelton  Collieries  Company,’  who  are  the 
owners  of  a number  of  back-to-back  houses  in  George  Street,  William 
Street,  and  West  Terrace,  have  agreed  to  the  carrying  out  of  other 
important  improvements,  to  raise  the  houses  and  convert  them  into 
through  houses.  There  are  many  other  back-to-back  houses  in  this 
township. 

The  condition  of  the  township  of  Urpeth  “ is  m.uch  the  same  as 
it  was  last  year.  Many  of  the  houses  are  old,  very  low,  and  are 
far  from  being  healthy  dwellings.”  The  houses  in  this  area 
mentioned  in  his  last  annual  report,  Dr.  Taylor  considers,  should  be 
either  closed  or  heightened.  Other  houses  to  which  attention  is 
again  specially  called  are  Browui’s  Buildings.  Birtley. — Houses  here 
require  similar  treatment. 

In  his  report  on  the  townships  of  Usworth,  Dr.  Taylor  remarks 
“ Though  houses  are  very  much  required  in  this  parish,  especially 
“ at  Uswmrth  Colliery,  nothing  has  been  done  by  the  owmers  either 
“ to  provide  houses  or  to  improve  the  wrecks  which  in  many  instances 
“ are  inhabited  by  their  workmen  to-day.  Unless  wdiere  closed,  the 
“ Middle  High  Row,  Taylor’s  Row’,  and  west  side  of  the  Square 
remain  monuments  of  the  old  insanitary  colliery  house.” 

During  the  past  eight  years  spasmodic  attempts  have  been 
made  to  effect  improvements  to  the  Company’s  houses,  but  in  vain. 
Dr.  Taylor  considers  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  Council  should 
exercise  their  pow’ers  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  not  be  put  oft 
with  plausible  talk,  of  a semi-promissory  character,  if  the  occupants 
of  these  colliery  houses  are  to  enjoy  the  ordinary  amenities  of  life. 

In  the  township  of  Washington,  although  much  has  been  accom- 
plished and  many  houses  closed,  there  are  still  many  houses,  writes 
Dr.  Taylor,  of  a poor  type,  which  should  be  closed  at  an  early  date. 

The  sanitary  improvements  accomplished  during  the  year  are 
summarised  as  follows  :~A  very  large  number  of  houses  have  been 
[>iif  into  a proper  state  of  repair,  227  ash-closets  have  been  built, 
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91  W.C.’s  provided,  275  ashpit-privies  abolished,  110  back  yards 
cemented,  153  floors  similarly  treated. 

Streets — Under  the  provisions  of  the  Private  Street  Works  Act, 
4,909  lineal  yards  of  streets  have  been  provided,  at  Fatfield,  Harra- 
ton  (1,409  yards),  at  Pelton  (997),  at  Urpeth  (1,701),  and  at  Wash- 
ington (802).  In  addition  to  these  a new  road  has  been  made  at 
Ouston  Square,  Ouston. 

At  Birtley  there  are  still  several  streets  which  require  attention ; 
“ the  streets  in  the  village  of  Edmondsley  remain  in  the  same  unmade 
“condition  as  formerly  some  of  the  streets  in  Lumley  Great  also 
require  making  up.  Reporting  upon  the  streets  in  the  village  of 
Sacriston,  Dr.  Taylor  says  that  although  resolutions  respecting  the 
improvements  of  the  streets  have  been  arrived  at  by  the  Local  Com- 
mittee, most  of  the  streets,  some  of  which  are  unusable  in  wet 
weather,  remain  in  the  same  condition  as  formerlv. 

Slaughter-houses. — The  reports  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  from 
which  the  followung  particulars  are  extracted  show  that  in  the  Birtley 
division  there  are  8 slaughter-houses ; in  the  Witton  Gilbert  division 
21 ; the  number  in  the  Washington  division  is  not  given.  The 
slaughter-houses  I'eported  on  are  said  to  be  kept  in  fairly  goor  order. 

No  systematic  inspection  of  the  meat  supply  is  carried  out. 
One  tuberculous  carcase  was  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  ordered  to  be  destroyed. 

Nuisances.— —To  abate  nuisances  80  formal  and  1,697  informal 
notices  were  served.  The  total  number  of  nuisances  abated  was 
1,601. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.- — There  is  only  one  common  lodging- 
house.  It  has  been  inspected  during  the  day  and  at  night  and  found 
in  good  order. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.— There  are  86  cowsheds  in  the 
district;  many  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year, 
but  many  of  the  cowsheds  are  old  and  require  attention. 

Dr.  Taylor  remarks  that  “ the  need  of  cleanliness  amongst  the 
“ dairy  workers  and  milkers  does  not  appear  to  be  fully  recognised 
“by  many  dairymen,”  and  that  the  minds  of  the  dairymen  vary 
much  on  the  question  of  cleanliness  of  the  the  cows. 
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Factory  and  Workshops — All  the  factories,  workshops  and  work- 
places were  regularly  visited.  Eight  notices  were  served  to  abate 
ovei’orowding  (1)  and  to  provide  w’ater-clo^t  accommodation  (4); 
all  were  complied,  with. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Improvements  to  the  sewerage  system  at  Lumley  village. 

2.  — Improved  methods  of  scavenging. 

3.  — Provision  of  houses  at  Pel  ton  Fell  and  in  the  Us  worth 
district. 

i. — Improvements  in  the  housing  accommodation  throughout 
the  district,  and  more  especially  at  Purnmoor,  Harraton,  Immlcy 
Great,  Urpeth,  Birtley,  Usworth,  and  Washington. 

5 — The  making  up  of  the  streets  at  Birtley,  in  the  village  of 
Edmondsley,  at  Lumley  Great  and  at  Sacriston. 


DARLINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Robert  H Meikle,  M B.,  Medical  Officer  of  He.ilth. 


VitSbl  sties. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  {Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

10.914 

10.914 

Total  notifi  -ations  . 

141 

100 

Birth-rate 

2i-S7 

23  '5.5 

Smillpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate 

11 '63 

]6'30 

Scarlet  fever 

9S 

85 

Zymotic  deatli-rate  .. 

0-91 

l'ii9 

Diphtheria 

11 

6 

Phthisis  .'eath-rate  .. 

0-73 

1-00 

Fevers  (Eiiteiic,  Ac.) 

3 

2 

Tot  il  I'uliercniosis  de  ith-rr.te 

0-91 

1 92 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

nil. 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  ho.spital  .. 

20 

19 

ra'  e 

1-37 

1-19 

Measles 

(■=^) 

(2) 

Infant  morrali'y-rate  per 

Whoopitig  coujth 

(ail.) 

(4) 

1,000  births 

109 

136 

Diarrlnea  and  Enteiitis 

(under  2 yeais) 

(1) 

(4) 

General  S^cnitation. 

Water  Supply. — Supplies  of  w^ater  from  the  public  wells  have 
been  analysed  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  at  Neasham,  the  results 
were  satisfactory.  An  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  the 
Tees  Valley  Water  Board  to  extend  their  main  into  this  village. 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made  with  the  same  Board  to  supply 
Great  Burdon  village. 
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Sewerage — Complaints  were  received  with  respect  to  nuisances 
aj-i^ing  in  connection  with  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Karrajat, 
Brusselton  Houses,  and  Sadberge.  The  other  disposal  works  gave 
satisfaction.  At  Blackwell  trapped  road  gullies  have  been  provided. 
At  Great  Burdon  plans  are  l:)eing  prepared  for  a new  sewerage  scheme 
for  the  village.  At  Heighington  a new  purification  plant  will  be 
necessary  before  any  further  sewering  of  the  district  can  be  under- 
taken. At  Middleton- St. -George  drainage  works  are  now  in  pro- 
gress near  the  Old  and  New  Rows.  During  the  year  the  village  of 
Harrowgate  has  been  entirely  resewered. 

Scavenging. — -Where  public  scavenging  is  undertaken  the  work 
is  carried  out  most  efficiently. 

Housing — -{a)  New  Houses:  10  were  erected,  and  of  these  9 
were  occupied,  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  Ten  houses  were  found 
on  inspection  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ; 10  closing  orders 
were  made;  one  house  was  made  fit  for  habitation.  Notices  with 
respect  to  17  houses  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and 
9 were  remedied  without  a closing  order. 

Hurworth. — -3  closing  orders  were  made  during  the  year,  and  of 
the  4 houses  closed  in  1911,  one  house  has  been  demolished,  1 con- 
verted in  two,  1 made  habitable  and  1 is  at  present  being  recon- 
stmeted. 

Middleton- St. -George — -Closing  orders  were  made  with  respect  to 
two  houses.  Two  other  houses  were  dealt  with  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  and  structm'al  alterations  carried  out. 

Morton  Falms — Here  one  house  was  closed  voluntarily  and 
another  made  fit  for  human  habitation  after  notice  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Neasham — At  Neasham  9 houses  were  put  into  habitable  repair 
after  the  service  of  notices  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Bedworth — Here  one  house  was  closed  and  a demolition  order 
made;  another  house,  after  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  was 
put  into  a proper  state  of  repair. 

Summerhouse. —The  owner  of  a house  in  this  district  has  given  an 
undertaking  to  make  the  house  habitable. 
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Archdeacon  Newton. — Here  four  houses  have  been  redrained, 
the  ashpits  converted  into  ash-closets  and  the  yards  cemented. 

Aycliffe,  Great. this  village  a closing  order  was  made  on  one 
of  the  houses ; the  question  of  proceeding  with  a demolition  order  is 
under  consideration. 

Brafferton. — A house  in  this  village  was  made  lit  for  habitation 
and  the  closing  order  determined.  Under  notice  structural  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out  to  houses  adjoining  this  property. 

Cockerton. — At  Cockerton  many  ashpit-privies  have  been  con- 
verted into  ash-closets. 


Haughton-le-Skerne. — “ The  majority  of  the  streets,”  writes  Dr. 
Robert  Meikle,  “ on  the  Harrowgate  Hill  estate  are  still  unmade  and 
“ are  in  a boggy  and  insanitary  condition,  and  it  is  urgent  that  some- 
“ thing  should  be  done  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs.”  One  house 
at  Harrowgate  Hill  was  closed  during  the  year. 

Reighington. — With  respect  to  7 houses  in  this  village,  notices 
were  served  to  carry  out  certain  structural  alterations  and  repairs, 
and  a new  house  has  been  erected  on  the  site  of  one  which  was  closed 
in  1911  and  subsequently  demolished.  At  Rougliton  Bank  2 houses 
have  also  been  put  into  proper  habitable  condition. 

24  ashpit-privies  were  converted  into  ash-closets. 

There  are  still  1,494  insanitary  ashpit-privies  in  the  district. 

Nuisances — 162  were  abated;  83  by  informal  and  115  by  formal 
notices. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. ‘ — -None. 

Dairies.,  Cowsheds  and  Milksliops — -Particular  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the  district.  At  Archdeacon 
Newton  one  farmhouse  with  buildings  has  been  redrained,  and  at 
another  farm  in  this  district  the  house  has  been  remodelled  and  the 
tank  in  close  proximity  to  the  cowshed  and  milk  store  removed  90 
yards  away.  At  Aycliffe,  Great,  the  water  supply  to  a farm  was 
found  to  be  polluted  and  the  cowshed  defective.  These  are  being 
attended  to. 


At  Barmpton  improvements  are  being  made  to  the  drainage  of 
various  farms  in  the  parish. 

At  Heighington  improvements  under  notice  are  being  carried 
out  to' certain  farm  buildings. 

Dr.  Meikle  draws  attention  to  the  large  accumulation  of  dung 
in  the  neighbom-hood  of  the  cowsheds. 

Slaughter-houses. — No  mention  of  the  slaughter-houses  is  made 
either  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  report  or  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
return. 

Food  and  Drugs — No  mention  is  made  as  to  whether  the  meat 
and  other  food  supplies  sold  in  the  district  are  pure. 

Factories  and  Workshops.- — There  are  44  workshops  in  the  dis- 
trict. To  these  35  inspections  were  made.  Seven  nuisances  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts  were  dealt  wnth. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Attention  to  nuisances  at  certain  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works. 

2.  — The  provision  of  a purification  plant  at  Heighington. 

3.  — Street  works  in  the  Harrowgate  Hill  estate  mentioned  in 
this  as  well  as  the  last  annual  report. 


DURHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  T.  Harrison,  L.S.A.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistiet. 

Irtfectiaus  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

Sl.309 

30,892 

Total  notifications  . . 

182 

186 

Birth-rate  

32-32 

33-63 

Smallpox  . . 

nil. 

nil. 

Deaih-rrtte 

13-89 

17-60 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

36 

46 

Zymotic  death-rate  . 

1-05 

3-23 

Diphtheria 

49 

61 

Phthi'is  death-rate.. 

0-80 

0-93 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

19 

54 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-15 

1-55 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

2 

Respiratt  XT  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

63 

89 

rate 

172 

2-16 

■’Measles 

(7) 

(1.5) 

Infant  mortality -rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(3) 

(T) 

1,000  births 

U6 

162 

Diarrhoea  and  Ententis 

(under  2 yeais).. 

(9) 

(65) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply.— The  greater 

part  of  the  district  is 

supplied  by 

the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company. 
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Dr.  A.  T.  Harrison  draws  attention  to  the  insufficient  and 
unw’holesome  supply  at  Old  Cassop,  Quarrington  Hill,  Cassop  Col- 
liery and  Kelloe.  At  present  the  water  is  derive-d  from  the  works 
of  Messrs.  Walter  Scott  and  Co. 

At  Quarrington  a number  of  new  houses  are  privately  supplied 
by  the  Steetley  Lime  Coy.  This  water  is  conducted  from  surface 
springs  at  Coxhoe  to  a storage  tank  in  the  village. 

Dr.  Harrison  also  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that  certain 
localities  are  without  a proper  water  supply,  namely : The  village 
“ of  Old  Quarrington,  Whitwell  Moor,  Cassop  Grange  and  High  But- 
terby  Farms,  Brasside,  Cassop  Smithy  and  Strawberry  Hill 
“ Fanns,  and  Broomside  Pit  Cottages  are  still  without  a proper  water 
“ supply.^’ 

Sewerage.— hi  the  report  of  the  Surveyor,  which  is  appended,  is 
a summary  of  the  drainage  and  street  works  carried  out  in  his 
department  during  the  year,  and  from  this  report  the  following  par- 
ticulars are  abstracted 

Sunderland  Bridge. — New  sewage  disposal  works  for  the 
village  of  Sunderland  Bridge  were  constructed  during  the  year. 

Pity  Me.— -The  outfall  sewer  has  been  extended  and  3 acres 
of  land  provided  for  irrigation. 

Village  of  Ludworth. — Plans  and  estimates  of  an  amended 
scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  works  have  been  pre- 
pared for  submission  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

East  Hetton. — ^An  amended  scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  acquiring  a site  for  the 
outfall  works. 

Quarrington  Hill — -70  houses  here  have  been  drained  at 
the  expense  of  the  owners,  the  covered  drains  will  replace  open 
channels. 

New  sewers  have  been  laid  by  the  owners  of  6 new^  private 
streets  at  Ushaw  Moor,  Neville’s  Cross,  Sherburn  and  Quarring- 
ton  Hill. 


.S'care7i£^i7?0.— Earth-closets  are  cleansed  vreeklv,  other  closets 
fortnightly.  Throughout  the  district  the  work  is  carried  out  by 
public  scavengers,  with  the  exception  of  the  following  places  wherts 
it  is  done- privately  by  the  occupiers  St . Oswald’s,  Sherburn  Hos- 
pital, Whitwell,  Brancepeth. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses;  124  new  houses  were  completed 
and  occupied  during  the  year,  ih)  Insanitary  Property;  For  the 
purpose  of  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  Etc.,^  Act, 
1908,  126  dwelling-houses  were  inspected,  110  were  considered  unfit 
for  human  habitation  and  nine  representations  made  to  the  local 
authority.  With  respect  to  the  110  houses,  closing  orders  were  made 
in  58  cases;  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  only  8 had  been  closed,  12  were 
put  into  a proper  habitable  condition  after  the  order  was  made, 
and  15  were  remedied  without  making  an  order  for  closing. 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  in  his  report  which  is  appended, 
reviews  the  work  which  is  carried  out  in  the  several  parishes.  Belmont 
has  been  carefully  inspected,  3 cottages  have  been  made  habitable, 
but  there  are  many  houses  in  the  parish  which  are  in  an  insanitary 
condition  and  the  owners  are  poor  and  the  tenants  are  of  the  wmrst 
class ; at  Bearpark,  improvements  have  been  carried  out,  but  the 
streets  in  Bearpark  Collieiy  Rows  and  iVldin  Grange  Terrace  are 
in  a most  insanitary  state;  at  Broom,  the  Inspector  again  draws 
attention  to  the  insanitary  condition  of  the  streets ; at  Cassop-cum- 
Quarrington,  repairs  to  the  miners’  cottages  are  being  carried  out, 
but  nothing  has  been  done  to  remedu  the  defective  closets  at  Bach 
Double  RoWy  Qnarrington  Hill ; at  Long  Bow,  Coxhoe.  20  houses 
have  been  rebuilt  or  are  in  hand,  and  25  ash-closets  at  California 
erected  ; the  Inspector  again  calls  attention  to  the  insanitary  condition 
of  houses  and  co nvenieaces  at  East  Iletton  Village.,  and  recommends 
that  they  should  be  inspected  and  notices  served  to  make  them  habit- 
able; at  Framwellgate  Moor  some  repairs  to  roofs,  spouts  and  yard 
surfaces  have  been  carried  out,  but  the  Inspector  has  again  to  d-aw 
attention  to  the  insanitary  state  of  10  old  cottages  mention,f^d  in 
his  last  annual  7’eport.  and  recommends  that  they  should  either  be 
closed  or  rebuilt  ; 14  ashpit-privies  in  the  village  of  Ludworth 
have  been  converted  into  ash-closets,  and  sanitary  improve- 
ments carried  out  to  houses  in  Victoria  Street ; in  addition  94  houses 
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in  the  village,  owned  by  the  Weardale  Steel,  Coal  and  Coke  Company, 
are  to  be  rebuilt,  and  the  Company  have  agreed  to  complete  20 
each  year ; at  Sherburn  Hill,  in  the  Parish  of  Sherburn,  50  privy 
middens  have  been  converted  int^  ash-closets,  but  there  are  many 
such  privies  in  Durham  Row  West  which  should  receive  attention; 
at  Croxdale  Colliery,  in  the  Parish  of  Sunderland  Bridge,  impervious 
pavement  has  been  put  down  at  the  back  of  80  houses,  and  the  floors 
of  the  houses  relaid ; at  Kimblesworth  20  privy-middens  have  been 
abolished  and  40  earth-closets  provided. 

With  respect  to  dwelling-houses  14  formal  and  40  informal 
notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  27  were  complied 
with,  206  houses  were  made  habitable  and  the  work  is  pending  in 
204. 


Wuisaaces.— 752  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  served,  and  all 
were  complied  with. 

Streets. — Three  private  streets  at  Neville’s  Cross  are  to  be  made 
up  under  the  Public  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  The  road  to  Ludworth 
Village  and  the  front  street  in  that  village  have  been  made  up.  Tlie 
footpath  has  been  tar-paved  and  tanks  and  channels  provided  at 
Hett,  Pity  Me,  Framwellgate  Moor,  Neville’s  Cross,  Shadforth  and 
Sherburn  Hill. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.^ — Not  mentioned. 

Slaughter-houses  (18). — The  larger  slaughter-houses  are  satis- 
factory, but  the  smaller  places  require  much  attention.  The  slaugh- 
ter-houses are  frequently  visited,  but  no  diseased  carcases  have  been 
detected.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  the  slaughter-houses  are 
structurally  in  good  order. 

The  Inspector  urges  the  Council  to  consider  the  question  of 
passing  a bye-law  or  recommending  the  use  of  the  patent  killer  in 
slaughter-houses,  so  as  to  minimise  the  cruelty  which  at  present 
exists  in  the  method  of  slaughtering. 

Dairies,  Coivshcds  and  Milkshops. — The  dairies,  cowsheds  and 
milkshops  were  carefully  inspected  during  the  year,  and  in  a number 
of  these  considerable,  structural  improvements  were  found.  There 


are  64  registered  oowkeepers  and  purveyors  of  milk.  The  number 
of  cows  is  582.  A great  deai  of  milk  is  sent  out  of  the  district. 

There  are  4 dairies  without  good  water  supplies. 

Offensive  Trades.— mentioned. 

Food  and  Drugs.— The  millj,  produced  in  the  district  is  said  to 
be  on  the  whole  good  and  wholesome.  The  meat  has  always  been 
found  to  be  of  good  quality.  Fish  hawked  in  the  streets  have  been 
found  in  a few  instances  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  and  destroyed. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— ~ln  the  form  supplied  the  number  of 
visits  of  inspection  was  80,  namely  27  to  factories,  38  to  workshops, 
and  16  to  workplaces.  Fourteen  written  notices  were  served,  and 
15  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  remedied.  The  list  of 
registered  workshops  is  not  given. 

Saisutary  Requirements. 

1.  — -Public  water  supply  in  certain  villages. 

2.  — Improvements  to  the  housing  of  the  woi'king  classes. 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


James  Arthur,  L R.C.P.,  D.P. H.,  Medical  Officer 

ot  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

63,050 

01,140 

Birth  rate 

35-40 

36-93 

Dt'aih-rate 

14-22 

17-64 

Zynintic  death-rate  .. 

1-69 

4-0-2 

Piahi.sis  death-rate.. 

0-65 

0-65 

To»^al  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

1-17 

1-39 

rate  

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

2-23 

2-09 

1,000  births 

118 

178 

InfectioMS  Diseases  Cases  and  {Deaths). 


. 

1912. 

1911. 

Total  notifications  . . 

778 

484 

Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

.Scarlet  fever  . . 

513 

232 

Diphtheria 

79 

116 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

20 

87 

Puerperal  fever 

6 

3 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . , 

60 

59 

Measles 

(19) 

(SO) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis 

(38) 

(27) 

(under  2 years).. 

(17) 

(163) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — Wingate : A new  4 in.  main  has  been  laid  and 
there  is  now  an  ample  supply  of  water  to  this  village ; at  Stationtown 
the  mains  in  the  back  streets  have  been  extended ; at  Trimdon 
additional  distribution  standpipes  in  the  streets  are  required;  at 
Blackhall  the  new  village  obtains  its  supply  at  piesent  from  surface 


welh:  at  Wheatley  Hill  there  hati  been  a .scarcity,  but  steps  arc  being 
taken  to  provide  a sufficient  supply. 

Sewerage, ~^A  coinprehensiYe  scheme  tor  the  drainage  of  Hasweil, 
South  Hettorij  Murton,  Cold  Hesleden,  Daiton-ie-Dalep  and  par-t  of 
New  Seaham  has  been  prepared  and  will  shortly  be  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

The  plans  for  the  Wingate  sewerage  scheme  for  the  drainage 
of  Deaf  Hilt,  Wingate,  Station  Town,  Hutton  Henry,  Castle  Eden, 
Castle  Eden  Colliery,  High  Hesleden,  Low  Ilesleden,  and  Blackhalls 
have  been  completed  and  application  for  sanction  to  raise  a loan 
to  carry  out  the  works  has  been  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  New  sewers  have  been  laid  at  Easington  Colliery,  Haswell, 
Shotton,  Castle  Eden,  Cold  Hesleden,  Miirton,  Wingate,  Trimdon, 
Thornley,  Plutton  Henry,  and  Seaham. 

Scavenging. — The  scavenging  is  canned  out  by  contractors.  The 
work.  Dr.  Arthur  says,  is  fairly  well  carried  out.  The  refuse  is 
disposed  of  on  land  in  most  cases.  When  emptying  the  closets  the 
contents  are  apt  to  be  spilt  on  the  ground.  Dr.  Arthur  suggests 
as  an  experiment  the  provision  of  good  fitting  square  bins. 

Housing.’ — (a)  New  Houses : 503  new  houses  were  erected  and 
occupied  during  the  year,  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  For  the  purpose 
of  Section  17  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  853  houses  were 
inspected,  120  found  unfit  for  human  habitation;  84  were  reported 
to  the  Council ; 31  were  formally  closed.  After  the  making  of  tlie 
closing  order  39  houses  were  put  into  repair;  of  these  17  were  with 
respect  to  houses  at  Easington  (3),  Haswell  (1),  and  South  Hetton 
(13),  which  had  been  clo,sed  diming  the  two  previous  years,  and  22 
situated  at  Hutton  Henry  (21)  and  Thornley  (1)  and  closed  in  1912. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  extensive  alterations  and  improve- 
ments were  accomplished  without  resorting  to  closing  orders,  the 
most  important  being  at  Easington,  where  3 houses  were  rebuilt, 
23  houses  demolished  and  new  houses  of  brick  built  instead,  24  houses 
put  into  proper  habitable  condition  and  one  demolished ; at  Haswell 
where  1 house  (closed  in  1910)  was  rebuilt,  2 houses  demolished,  1 
rebuilt  and  63  houses  dealt  with  as  follows : — 47  put  into  proper 
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habitable  condition,  2 back-to-back  converted  into  1,  2 provided  with 
through  ventilation,  and  with  respect  to  12  improvements  have  been 
promised  ; at  South  Hetton  4 have  had  the  walls  raised  and  other 
defects  remedied,  9 provided  with  proper  sanitary  conveniences, 
sinks  to  each  house  provided  and  the  yards  paved,  6 houses  ' were 
formally  closed,  2 in  Gate  Street  were  re-roofed  and  the  privy 
accommodation  improved,  to  6 important  repairs  and  general 
improvements  carried  out,  and  with  respect  to  10  premises  the 
owners  have  promised  to  remedy  the  defects ; in  Richmond  Place 
5 houses  were  made  habitable,  and  in  Front  Street  the  privies  and 
yards  to  10  houses  were  improved  and  general  repairs  carried  out ; 
at  Shotton  4 houses  were  rebuilt,  10  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair, 
and  promises  to  carry  out  similar  improvement^  have  been  given 
with  respect  to  11;  at  Burden  2 houses  liave  been  dealt  with ; at 
Cold  Hesleden  24  houses  were  provided  with  better  means  of  ventila- 
tion; at  Dalton-le-Dale  notices  to  provide  proper  means  of  ventila- 
tion with  respect  to  26  houses  have  been  served;  at  Castle  Eden  4 
houses  have  been  rebuilt,  34  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair,  ana 
2 are  under  notice ; at  Murton  structural  alterations  and  repairs 
were  carried  out  to  141  houses,  Improvements  to  other  streets  of 
‘‘houses  in  this  vilhgo,’’  says  Dr.  Arthur,  “are  urgently  needed,’’ 
and  the  macter  is  under  the  consideration  of  the  Council.  At  Thorn- 
ley  34  houses  were  rebuilt,  8 converted  into  through  houses,  1 demol- 
ished, 1 rebuilt,  2 closed  and  16  are  receiving  attention;  at  Kelloe 
2 houses  have  been  put  into  a proper  habitable  condition;  at  Win- 
gate 6 ; at  Wheatley  Hill  structural  alterations  and  repairs  have 
been  carried  out  to  44  and  1 closed ; at  Hutton  Henry  21  houses  have 
been  repaired  and  generally  impi’oved ; at  Seaham  yards  have  been 
repaved  and  drainage  and  sinks  provided  for  22,  and  similar  work 
is  in  progress  in  65  other  houses : at  Seaton  2 houses  have  been 
demolished. 


The  foregoing  improvements  included  the  conversion  of  331 
ashpit  privies  into  ash-closets  and  12  into  water-closets,  also  the 
paving  of  the  yards  of  374  houses. 

There  are  still  over  3,000  ashpit-privies  in  the  district,  but  the 
proportion  to  ash-closets  has  been  considerably  decreased  during  the 
past  three  years. 


The  District  Council  have  decided  to  erect  101  houses  at  Murton, 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890 ; the 
scheme  has  been  provisionally  sanctioned,  but  as  the  Board  insist 
on  the  provision  of  a water-carriage  system  of  sewage  disposal,  the 
scheme  has  not  been  proceeded  with. 

Nuisances. — 620  informal  and  44  formal  notices  were  served 
and  627  nuisances  abated. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  2 common  lodging-houses. 
One  containing  47  beds  is  well  managed,  but  the  other  is  unsuitable 
for  the  purpose  and  requires  reconstruction.  Both  are  regularly 
inspected. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops.— There  are  63  dairies,  cowsheds 
and  milkshops  on  the  register.  “More  than  half,”  Dr.  Arthur 
writes,  “ are  in  a fairly  good  condition,  but  much  improvement  is 
“ required  in  the  smaller  ones  as  to  floors,  lighting,  and  ventilation.” 
Little  fresh  milk  is  used;  only  one  cow  is  kept  for  more  than  each 
hundred  of  the  population,  and  much  of  the  milk  is  exported  ; prac- 
tiaallv  milk  is  not  used  as  a food  for  children  as  it  ought  to  be.  '*  It 
“ is  not  obtainable  when  required  in  illness.”  The  number  of  cows 
in  the  district  is  596. 

Slaughter-houses. — -The  number  of  slaughter-houses  is  37. 
“ Most  are  attached  to  dwelling-houses.  In  the  smaller  businesses 
“ the  slaughtering  is  performed  in  the  selling- shop,  and  the  premises 
“ are  far  from  satisfactory.” 

To  remedy  defects  and  abate  nuisances  28  informal  notices  were 
served. 

The  district  has  now  bye-laws  relating  to  slaughter-houses. 

Offensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drugs. — No  seizures  of  unwholesome  food  were  made 
during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — There  are  on  the  register  16  factories, 
81  workshops  and  20  workplaces  and  10  bakehouses.  To  these 
places  166  inspections  were  made  and  2 written  notices  served.  The 
bakehouses  are  well  kept. 


Sanitary  Requirements. 


1.  — Improved  methods  of  scavenging. 

2.  — Enforcement  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order 
and  improvements  to  slaughter-houses. 

3.  — -Continued  action  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health 
Acts  with  a view  to  improving  the  housing  accommodation  of  the 
working  classes. 


HARTLEPOOL  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


T.  G.  Ainsley,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Ii\fections  Diseases — Cases  and 

(Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

2.440 

2,440 

Total  notifications  . . 

10 

4 

Biith-rate  

27-45 

22-95 

SmiUipux 

nil. 

nil. 

Deatli-rate 

12-70 

11-47 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

6 

4 

Zymotic  death-rate.. 

0-82 

0-81 

Diphtheria 

2 

nil. 

Phthisis  death-rate.. 

0-82 

nil. 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

nil. 

nil. 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-mte 

1-23 

0-81 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

nil. 

jul. 

rate  

1-23 

0-81 

Measles 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(1) 

(1) 

1,000  births 

149 

160 

Dian-hoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years) 

(1) 

(1) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — No  particulars  relating  to  the  water  supply  of 
the  district  are  given.  A well  at  Grcatham  was  found  on  analysis 
to  be  contaminated,  and  the  Hartlepool  Water  Company  supply  has 
been  laid  on. 

Sewerage. — The  drainage  of  the  district  is  not  described,  but  it 
is  said  to  be  satisfactory  on  the  whole.  Reference  is  made  to  a sewer 
at  Greatham. 

Scavenging. — Scavenging  is  carried  out  at  Greatham  and  Hart. 
At  the  back  of  Saltaire  Terrace  the  scavenging  has  been  carried 
out  more  efficiently. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : Plans  for  7 new  buildings  were 
approved,  (h)  Insanitaiy  Property  : The  number  of  houses  inspected 
was  45.  No  details  of  defects  found  aie  given,  but  “ seven  houses 
‘‘  in  West  Row,  Hart,  which  are  old  and  insanitary,  are  receiving 
“ attention.”  At  Greatham  alterations  and  improvements  have 


been  carried  out  to  a block  of  8 cottages.  Here  the  ashpit-privies 
have  been  converted  into  ash-closets  and  separate  yards  to  each  house 
provided. 

Nuisances.=-M  informal  and  5 statutory  notices  were  served. 
The  nuisances  were  abated. 

Common  Lodging  B'ouses.=~None. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — The  dairies  have  been  sys- 
tematically inspected.  Some  require  a good  deal  of  supervision  by 
the  In.spector.  To  remedy  defects  or  abate  nuisances  6 notices  were 
served.  Structural  improvements  were  carried  out  to  three.  Th'^ 
number  of  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  in  the  district  is  not  given. 

Slaughter-houses.— “ These  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  good 
order.”  The  number  is  not  given.  One  notice  was  served  requiring 
limewashing. 

Offensive  Trades.— 'None. 

Food  and  Drugs.— -It  is  not  stated  as  to  whether  the*  meat  and 
other  foodstuffs  sold  in  the  district  or  exposed  for  sale  are  satisfactory. 
Apparently  no  seizures  of  unwholesome  food  were  made. 

Factory  and  Workshops. — These  have  been  inspected  from  time 
“ to  time  and  found  in  good  order.”’  No  further  information  is  given. 

Sainutary  Requirements. 


None  mentioned. 


HOUGH  rO.N  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1!).  S.  Park,  F.  R.C.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases—Cases  and  {Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

20,200 

25.518 

Total  notifications  .. 

133 

287 

Birth-rate 

35  T9 

36-83 

Smallpox 

nil 

14 

Death  rate 

13 -92 

16-22 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

58 

83 

Zymotic  death-rate 

1-75 

2-39 

Diphtheria 

21 

44 

Phthisis  death-rate  .. 

0-57 

0-70 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

22 

52 

Total  1 uberculosis  death-rate 

0-99 

1*37 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

29 

74 

rate  

2-57 

3-29 

Measles  . . 

(12) 

(4) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per  1 .000 

Whooping  cough 

(17) 

(3) 

births 

120 

1 56  , 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteriti.s 

(under  2 years) 

(8) 

(40) 
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General  Sanitation.  ■ _ - 

Water  Supply — Sunniside : Water  has  been  laid  on  to  each 
house.  Low  Lambton : For  this  place  the  Lambton  and  Hetton  Col- 
lieries, Ltd.,  have  obtained  a supply  from  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Co.  Quarry  House  and  Pity  Me:  A supply  has  been 
laid  on  to  these  houses.  The  water  supply  of  the  district  is  insuffi- 
cient for  the  general  adaptation  of  the  water-carriage  system. 

Sewerage. — New  sewers  have  been  laid  in  St.  Aden’s  Terrace, 
the  New  Herrington  Burn  Building  Estate,  Station  Crescent,  N. 
Stanley  Terrace,  Sunniside,  Grasswell,  and  at  West  Rainton,  also 
house  drains  to  Middle  Row,  Sunniside,  Johnson’s  Buildings,  Black- 
smith’s Yard,  and  the  Old  Hall  Buildings,  West  Rainton.  The 
Sedgeletch  and  the  South  Biddick  Sewage  Farms  are  carefully 
attended  to,  and  the  effluent  from  the  William  Henry  Pit  disposal 
works,  where  the  sewage  is  filtered  before  it  enters  a stream,  is 
believed  to  be  satisfactory. 

Scavenging. — Since  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  the  scavenging  under  his  supervision  has  been  carried 
out  more  satisfactorily.  There  are  24  scavenging  sub-districts;  the 
work  is  let  by  tender,  and  the  annual  cost  of  scavenging  the  5,260 
houses  is  about  £2,218  or  8/5  per  house. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses : 183.  The  majority  are  already 
occupied,  and  the  remainder  are  rapidly  approaching  completion. 
(6)  Insanitary  Property : At  Sunniside  54  houses  in  Middle  Row  have 
been  provided  with  ash-closets,  and  similar  work  is  being  carried 
out  at  South  Row;  at  Freehold  (155  houses)  most  of  the  open  privy- 
ashpits  have  been  done  away  with,  and  general  repairs  have  been 
carried  out  to  the  houses;  at  Johnson’s  Buildings  the  floors  of  the 
houses  have  been  cemented,  cement  footpaths  laid  and  new  ash- 
closets  built;  at  Post  Office  Yard,  Blacksmith  Yard,  Old  Hall, 
Church  Street,  and  Winter’s  Terrace,  ash-closets  have  been  provided 
to  replace  the  insanitary  privies ; Old  Hall  is  being  rebuilt,  2 houses 
at  Middle  Rainton  have  been  repaired,  the  houses  in  Winter’s 
Terrace  are  being  put  into  proper  habitable  condition  ; and  the 
owners  of  the  Lambton  and  Hetton  Collieries  have  rebuilt  the  houses 
at  Barrack  Row  and  Whitefield  Pit ; at  Moorsley,  the  North  Hetton 
Coal  Company  have  given  an  undertaking  to  repair  the  streets  and 
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footpaths  and  to  put  the  houses  belonging  to  them  in  proper  habit- 
able condition;  the  drainage  of  Granger  Terrace  is  still  unsatis- 
factory ; one  house  at  Newbottle  is  closed ; nothing  has  been  done  to 
improve  the  sanitary  condition  of  Morton  Engine  Cottages;  Rotten 
Row  cottages  are  still  occupied. 

No  particulars  are  given  as  to  the  number  of  houses  inspected; 
the  number  considered  unfit  for  human  habitation ; the  number  of 
representations  made  to  the  sanitary  authority;  the  number  closed, 
etc. 


New  Streets. — Application  has  been  made  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  powers  under  the  Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892, 
with  respect  to  private  streets  at  Penshaw.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  mentions  a number  of  streets  requiring  urgent  attention, 
but  nothing  has  been  done;  in  wet  weather  they  are  almost  impas- 
sable. 

Nuisances. — Complaints  have  been  received  with  respect  to  the 
disposal  of  house  refuse,  etc.,  in  proximity  to  dwelling-houses; 
nuisances  arise  from  the  keeping  of  animals  in  close  proximity  to 
houses;  three  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported.  These  are  the 
only  nuisances  mentioned  in  the  report. 

Common  Lodging  Houses — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  4 registered  milk- 
shops.  “The  shops  and  utensils  are  usually  clean  and  well  kept.” 
The  number  of  cowkeepers  is  55,  and  the  number  of  cows  in  the 
district  860. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  periodically  inspected  and  “ due 
“ attention  is  paid  to  the  lighting,  ventilation,  air  space,  drainage 
“ and  cleanliness.” 

The  report  does  not  give  any  infoimiation  as  to  the  structural 
condition  of  these  places ; as  to  whether  any  improvements  were 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Slaughter-houses. — There  are  18  registered  slaughter-houses. 
They  are  periodically  inspected.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  the 
premises  are  said  to  lx‘  well  kept  .'  „ 
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Offensive  Trades. — Tlie  meat  and  milk  supplies  are  said  to  be 
generally  of  good  quality.  No  proceedings  were  taken  for  selling 
adulterated  milk. 

Factories  and  Workshops.-^The  factories  and  workshops  are 
inspected.  The  closets  at  the  Penshaw  Brick  Works  and  at  the 
Herrington  Brick  Works  do  not  receive  sufficient  attention. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation. 

2.  — Making  up  of  private  streets. 


LANCHESTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


J.  Wilson,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  ''tatistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases  and  (Deaths.) 

1912, 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

E.sti mated  Population  .. 

12,5n2 

32, -.'y? 

Total  notiticat  ons 

225 

142 

Birth-rate  

81-84 

32-23 

Smalljtox 

"il 

nil 

Death-rut-* 

12-87 

14-61 

Scarlet  fe'  er 

169 

32 

Zymotic  deatli-rate  .. 

1-53 

2-79 

Diphtheria 

. . 25 

29 

Phthisi-*  dei^th-nite  .. 

0-58 

0-68 

Fevers  (Kuteric,  &c.) 

9 

63 

Tot.al  I'nberjuiosis  death-rate 

o'89 

1-11 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

nil 

Resoiratory  diseases  deiith- 

Case.s  treated  at  hospital 

191 

10.3 

raie  . . 

2*19 

2-63 

•M  easle.s  . . 

- . (24) 

(7) 

Infant  mortality-rate  i»er  1,000 

Whooping  cough 

(2) 

(13) 

births  

90 

154 

Diarrhoea  and  E itcitis 

1 (under  2 y<  ais;  . . 

--  (11) 

(54) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply. — The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Weardale  and 
Consett  Water  Company.  The  water,  which  is  upland  surface,  is  of 
good  quality  and  ample. 

Sewerage. — The  district  as  a whole  is  sewered  and  the  houses 
are  drained  into  them.  A few  houses  drain  separately  into  cesspools 
or  directly  on  to  the  land.  There  are  sewage  works  at  Croniwell, 
Hedleyhope,  Maiden  Law,  Derwent  Cottages,  Langley  Park,  Ushaw, 
Pear  Tree  Cottages,  Malton  Colliery,  Waterhouses  Railway  Station, 
Esh  Winning  and  Cornsay  Colliery.  Land  irrigation  is  in  use  at 
Medomsley,  Medomsley  Edge,  Bradley  Cottages,  Villa  Reil,  Castle- 
side,  Templetown,  Delves  Terrace,  and  Cornsay. 

Scavenging — In  the  parishes  of  Esh,  Lanchester,  and  Craghead, 
the  house  refuse  is  removed  to  tips  provided  by  the  Council. 
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Housing. — (a)  New  Houses  : 57  were  erected  and  occupied  during 
the  year,  (b)  Insanitary  Property.  730  houses  were  inspected,  and 
of  these  174  were  found  defective;  7 were  reported  to  the  District 
Council  as  unfit  for  human  habitation ; in  3 cases  closing  orders  were 
made;  1 was  made  habitable  and  3 were  closed  voluntarily.  The 
number  of  ashpit-privies  converted  into  ash-closets  "was  169  and 
into  water-closets  5.  The  yards  in  connection  with  141  houses 
were  cemented. 

During  the  year  Dr.  Wilson  made  an  inspection  of  the  district 
and  submitted  a report  together  with  recommendations  for  remedying 
the  sanitary  defects.  The  report  deals  mainly  with  individual 
property.  Anvongst  others  he  draws  attention  to  are  Wagtail 
Cottages  (28  houses)  and  East  Field  Cottages,  near  Craghead  (8 
houses). 

The  defects  mentioned  include  damp  walls,  defective  roofing 
and  floors,  the  absence  of  proper  staircases,  defective  and  unpaved 
yards,  defective  rain  water  spouting,  insanitary  ashpit  privies. 

At  Hill  Top,  near  Esh,  Dr.  Wilson  recommends  main  drainage 
for  this  area;  attention  is  again  drawn  to  the  dilapidated  channels 
and  ashpits  at  Hedley  Hill  Cottages;  at  Conisay  Village  “nothing 
“ has  been  done  by  the  Cornsay  Colliery  Company  to  place  these 
“houses  in  a sanitary  condition,”  and  he  recommends  that  the 
houses  (2)  owned  by  the  Ushaw"  College  Authorities  should  be  closed 
until  they  are  made  fit  for  occupation.  Referring  to  his  report  for 
1911,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  draw’^s  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  insanitary  conditions  affercting  certam  properties  mentioned 
in  that  report  have  not  yet  been  remedied,  namely  at  West  View 
(2  houses).  Church  Street  (95  houses).  Front  Street  (1  house),  Muse’s 
Row  (7  houses),  Derwentside  Cottages,  High  and  Low  Westwood, 
Vicarage  View,  Medomsley  (4  houses),  the  Royal  Oak  Yard,  Jeffer- 
son’s House  (Medomsley  Edge),  Tempest  Terrace  and  West  View, 
Bradley  Cottages  (20  houses),  Blue  Bell  Cottages  (Lanchester),  and 
Church  Street  (2  houses),  the  latter  he  recommends  should  be 
closed. 

Nuisances. — The  number  of  infonnal  and  formal  notices  served 
were  1,581  and  15  respectively,  and  1,415  nuisances  were  abated. 
Nine  cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with. 
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Common  Lodging  Homes. — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  are  181  registered 
cowkeepers,  251  cowsheds,  and  1,384  dairy  cattle.  7 new  cowsheds 
wore  built  during  the  year.  66  informal  notices  were  ser\'ed. 

Slaugliter-houses.-r-.-]^ ot  reported  on,  but  13  informal  notices  were 
served  to  abate  nuisances  on  these  premises. 

Offensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drugs. — No  particulars  are  given  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  meat  and  other  food  supplies  sold  in  the  district. 

Factory  and  Workshops. — There  are  16  registered  workshops; 
29  inspections  were  made.  No  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  appear  to  have  been  found. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — The  remedying  of  the  insanitary  conditions  affecting  the 
property  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  the  improvement  generally  of  the  housing  accommodation  of  the 
district. 

2.  — The  paving  or  cementing  of  yards. 

3.  — -The  abolition  of  ashpit-privies, 

4. - — The  sewerage  of  Hill  Top. 


SEDGEFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Frederick  Hunton,  M.D.,  Me^dical  Officer  of  Health 


V’^ital  StatMus. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

34,12,3 

32,818 

Birth-rate  

3L-.^.3 

30-<'l 

Death-rate 

11-89 

15-96 

Zymotic  deatli-rate  .. 

1-.32 

3-80 

> htliisis  death-rate.. 

0-69 

0-54 

Total  nberculosis  death-rat^ 

1-02 

1-24 

Respiratory  diseases  dea'h- 

i-75 

rate  

2-22 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1,000  biiths 

103 

175 

Ir\fectiotis  Diseases  -Cases  and  {Deaths). 


1911  1911. 

Total  notifications  .. 

•258 

323 

Smalipo'c 

nil. 

III  . 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

1.8 

223 

Diphtheria 

24 

40 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

7 

44 

Pueiperal  fever 

2 

1 

t 'ase.s  treate-i  at  hospital  ., 

126 

134 

.\1  asles  

(-9) 

(-26) 

Whooning  cough 

Diarrheal  an  1 Enteritis 

(3) 

(14) 

(under  2 years) 

(7) 

(62) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply. — At  Fishburn  and  Sedgefield  complaints  have 
been  received  respecting  the  insuflSciency  of  the  water  supply ; steps 
are  being  taken  to  deal  with  this  matter. 


A few  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  wells  in  the 
district  for  analysis.  With  respect  to  the  quality  and  sufficiency 
of  the  water  supply  generally  throughout  the  district,  the  report 
gives  no  information. 

Sewerage. — “ It  is  proposed  during  the  present  year  to  construct 
‘‘  a joint  disposal  scheme  at  Coxhoe  Bridge,  and  to  enlarge  the  wmrks 
“ at  Trimdon  Colliery,  Windlestone  Row,  and  Sedgefield.” 

The  existing  works  are  giving  satisfaction. 

Scavenging. — At  Bishop  Middleham  and  Fishburn  the  scavenging 
is  done  by  public  contract  with  satisfactory  results. 

Reporting  on  the  scavenging  of  the  district,  Dr.  Frederick 
Hunton  wi'ites  “ the  scavenging  has  been  much  better  done,  although 
in  some  districts  there  have  been  causes  for  complaint,  and  I can 
“only  repeat  what  1 have  .said  in  previous  annual  reports,  that 
"■  there  is  no  probability  of  the  work  being  really  effectively  per- 
“ formed  until  your  Council  undertake  it.” 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  212  new  houses  were  erected. 
{h)  Insanitary  Property:  For  the  purpose  of  Section  17  of  the  Hous- 
ing, Town  Planning  xlct,  1909,  383  houses  were  inspected;  53  were 
considered  unfit  for  human  habitation;  53  closing  orders  were 
made ; 60  houses  were  put  into  a proper  state  of  repair  without 
resorting  to  a closing  order;  none  of  the  houses  closed  were  put  into 
a fit  state  for  human  habitation. 

The  chief  defects  were  :■ — defective  paving  and  roofs,  general 
dampness,  bad  ventilation,  and  insanitaiy  ashpit-privies. 

There  is  no  information  given  as  to  the  character  of  the  housing 
generally  throughout  the  district. 

It  is  proposed  to  erect,  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  Acts,  20 
houses  at  South  View,  Trimdon. 

Streets. — “ One  of  the  most  urgent  needs  of  your  district,” 
writes  Dr.  Hunton,  “ is  the  making  up  of  streets,  and  for  years  I 
“ have  reported  very  strongly  upon  the  matter  with  very  little 
“ practical  result.” 
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Nuisances. — Two  statutory  and  770  informal  notices  were 
served  to  abate  nuisances;  as  a result  591  nuisances  were  abated. 
Amongst  these  are  included  the  conversion  of  20-1  ashpit-privies 
into  ash-closets.  There  are  still  1,723  privies  in  this  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — -None. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milhshops. — 132  notices  were  served  to 
whitewash  and  cleanse  and  to  carry  out  structural  alterations.  The 
number  of  persons  registered,  the  character  of  the  buildings,  etc., 
are  not  stated. 

Slaughter-houses. — No  mention  is  made  under  this  heading. 

Food  and  Drugs. — The  supply  of  milk  is  said  to  be  satisfactory. 
“ One  barrel  of  fish  and  1 meat  roll  ” were  condemned.  Proceedings 
Avere  taken  in  one  case  for  exposing  for  sale  unwholesome  food. 

Factories  and  Workshops — There  are  24  registered  workshops; 
86  inspections  Avere  made  and  3 Avritten  notices  Avere  served. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — The  making  up  of  streets. 

2.  — Improvements  to  the  houses  of  the  working  classes. 

3.  — More  efficient  scavenging. 


SOUTH  SHIELDS  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
W.  Arm.strong,  L.R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Populatiou 

1.5, -68 

15,033 

Birth-rate 

24-20 

25-80 

De;^th  late  

11-71 

12-63 

Zvmotic  death-rate  .. 

1-17 

1-66 

Phthisis  death  rate  .. 

0-32 

0-66 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 
Respiratory  diseases  death- 

0-91 

1-46 

rate  

Infant  mortality -rate  per  1,000 

2-41 

219 

b.rtbs 

97 

154 

Infectious  Diseases—  Cases  and  (Deatks\ 


1912. 

1911, 

Total  notifications  . . . . 

123 

78 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

63 

27 

Diptitheiia 

11 

19 

Fevers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

6 

19 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

1 

Ciises  treated  at  hospital  . . 

64 

38 

.AI  eagles 

(8) 

(1) 

Whooping  cough 

DiarrhtBa  and  Enteritis 

(7) 

(nil) 

(under  2 years)  .. 

(2) 

(J9) 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply.— -The  district  is  supplied  by  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Company. 
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Many  of  the  farms  are  in  need  of  a better  water  supply.  - . 

Sewerage.—^ A.  new  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Boldon  is  still 
under  consideration.  The  Marsden  sewer  has  been  extended  and 
now  discharges  on  to  the  beach. 

Scavenging. — The  removal  of  house  refuse  throughout  the 
district  is  carried  out  by  contract.  It  is  fairly  well  done,  but  there 
have  been  complaints  from  East  and  West  Boldon,  Cleadon,  Boldon 
Colliery,  and  Harton  Village. 

Housing.— Ssew  Houses  : 50  were  built,  occupied  24.  Under  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  217  houses  were 
inspected;  16  were  considered  unfit,  16  were  closed,  one  was  put 
into  a fit  state  for  human  habitation,  after  closure,  and  in  147  the 
defects  were  remedied  wnthout  making  an  order.  1 house  has  been 
demolished  and  5 demolition  orders  have  been  made  but  are  not 
yet  operative. 

Nuisances.— 16  ashpit-privies  were  converted  into  earth-closets 
and  27  into  water-closets.  439  nuisances  were  abated;  of  these 
57  were  with  respect  to  structural  defects  to  houses,  45  with  respect 
to  yard  paving  and  47  with  respect  to  drainage  defects. 

Streets. — Dr.  Armstrong  draws  attention  to  a number  of  streets 
which  require  making  up. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  MilJcsJiops.— The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are 
regularly  inspected.  13  informal  and  10  statutory  notices  were 
served  to  abate  nuisances.  Four  faims  were  thoroughly  repaired 
and  5 others  which  have  been  reported  upon  require  attention, 

Slaughter-houses. Slaughter -houses  (10),  meat  shops  (4). 
Seven  informal  notices  were  served. 

Offensive  Trades.-— -There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Food  and  Drugs.— No  seizures  of  unwholesome  meat  were  made 
during  the  year. 

Factory  and  TForfcs/iops.— -146  inspections  were  made  and  10 
notices  were  served. 


Sanitart  Requirements. 


1. —A  better  water  supply  to  many  of  the  farms. 

2. — "Street  improvement@. 


STOCKTON  RURAL  DISTRICT, 


J.  W.  Blandford,  L R.C.P.j  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infections  Diseases — Cases  and  (Deaths). 

1912. 

1311. 

191-2.  1911. 

Estimated  Population 

17,475 

17,475 

Total  notifications  . . 

144 

120 

Birth-rai  e . . 

26-15 

27-41 

Smtllpox  

nil 

nil 

Dea'h-ate 

11-61 

1.5-27 

Scariet  fever  .. 

89 

53 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

0-57 

2 34 

Diphtheria 

32 

40 

Piithisis  death -r  ite  .. 

0-6S 

1-08 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

9 

15 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-37 

1-S7 

Puerperal  fever 

1 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death* 

Cases  treated  &c  hospital  .. 

61 

62 

rate  . . 

0-74 

2-63 

Measles 

(4) 

(7) 

Infant  mortality -rate  per  1,000 

Whooping:  cough 

(1) 

(7) 

births 

74 

146 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(3) 

(16) 

General  Sanitation. 


TT^ater  Supply.- — ‘‘  Tlie  district  is  supplied  by  the  Tees  Valley 
Water  Company  and  partly  from  private  wells.  The  wmter  supply 
has  been  good  and  plentiful.  Two  samples  from  private  w^ells  w^ere 
analysed  and  one  was  condemned.^’ 

Sewerage. — At  Norton  a sewer  from  the  tram  terminus  to  the 
river  has  been  completed,  and  a pumping  station  erected  at  the 
bottom  of  Tanners  Bank.  When  the  new'  sewmr  in  Durham  Road 
is  laid  the  whole  of  the  populous  part^  of  Norton  wall  be  sew'ered ; 
at  Billingham  some  form  of  purification  scheme  at  the  outfall  is 
recommended,  and  at  Haverton  Hill  the  sewnr  going  through  the 
reclaimed  land  should  be  covered  in  and  extended  direct  to  the  Tees; 
at  Wolviston  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  event  of  very  dry  w’eather 
the  beck  into  wdiich  the  sewage  of  the  village  discharges  usually 
will  become  very  foul,  and  a scheme  for  dealing  with  this  matter 
should  be  provided  at  an  early  date  ; at  Whitton  to  effectually  deal 
with  the  sewage  some  better  means  of  treating  it  will  have  to  be 
adopted  : to  treat  the  sewuage  from  the  village  of  Carlton  filtration 
works  are  to  be  provided, 
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Scavenging. — Scavenging  is  done  under  contract  at  Norton, 
Billingham,  Haverton  Hill,  Port  Clarence,  Whitton,  Eaglescliffe, 
Hartburn.and  Preston.  The  work  has  been  done  satisfactorily, 
though  from  Haverton  Hill  there  have  been  sorne  complaints;  the 
streets  at  Haverton  Hill  “ are  not  so  carefully  cleansed  as  they  might 


Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  7 were  occupied,  (h)  Insanitary 
Property : As  stated  in  the  report,  little  work  has  been  done  in 
this  district  under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning,  Etc.,  Act. 
Only  32  houses  situated  in  the  Norton  district  were  inspected  under 
the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  and  with  respect  to 
these  8 notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances.  Several  houses  at 
Haverton  Hill  became  dangerous  owing  to  the  subsidence  caused  by 
brine  pumping,  and  were  closed  voluntarily. 

Dr.  Blandford,  reporting  on  the  back-to-back  houses  at  Port 
Clarence,  states  that  the  fumes  from  the  works  adjoining  these 
buildings  are  very  offensive.  These  houses  were  specially  referred 
to  at  the  Borough  of  Middlesbrough  Extension  Inciuiry, 

Streets.- — At  Whitton  the  streets  at  the  front  and  back  of  the 
houses  require  making  up. 

N^iisances. — 418  informal  and  21  statutorv  notices  were  served  : 
the  number  of  nuisances  abated  was  436.  With  respect  to  ashpits 
and  privies,  122  notices  were  served.  The  number  of  ashpit-privies 
converted  into  ash-closets  was  only  4,  into  water-closets  2.  There 
are  still  132  ashpit-privies  in  the  district.  To  abate  nuisances  with 
respect  to  structural  defects  to  houses,  69  notices  were  served  and 
68  nuisances  abated;  the  number  of  nuisances  abated  with  respect  to 
defective  drainage  was  108. 

Coinmon  Lodging  Houses. — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies,  Cousheds  and  MUkshops. — There  are  59  dairies  and 
cowsheds  in  the  district.  They  are  regularly  inspected,  and  to  abate 
nuisances  18  notices  were  served.  The  water  siqtply  to  the  farms 
is  satisfactory  ; repairs  have  been  canned  out  when  necessary.  The 
“ places  and  milk  vessels  are  kept  fairly  clean.’ 
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Slaughter-houses,— Thove  are  12  slaughter-houses;  they  are  kept 
satisfactorily.  The  knackers^  yard  has  been  kept  under  close  obser- 
vation. 

Offensive  Trades, —None.  ' ' ' 

F ood  and  Drwg.?— The  quality  of  the  meat  and  other  food  supplies 
sold  in  the  district  is  not  mentioned.  No  seizures  of  unwholesome 
food  were  made. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— Th.Qve  are  26  workshops  and  work- 
places; 54:  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  and  4 notices  were  served 
to  abate  nuisances.  There  are  no  out-workers. 

Some  of  the  foregoing  particulars  are  abstracted  from  the  report 
of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1.  — Sewage  Works. — At  Billingham  the  provision  of  sewage  puri- 
fication works;  at  Haverton  Hill  the  provision  of  a satisfactory 
outfall  : at  Wolviston  the  provision  of  purification  works;  at  Whitton 
the  provision  of  purification  works  or  a satisfactory  outfall;  the 
provision  of  purification  works  for  the  sewage  of  Caidton  village. 

2.  — New  Streets. — Street  improvements  at  Whitton. 

3.  — Housing. — Improvement  of  the  housing  accommodation. 


SUNDERLAND  RURAL  DISTRICI. 


Robert  Stobo,  M. 

B.. 

B.H 

Vital  Statistics. 

1912. 

1911. 

Esfinintetl  Population 

29,898 

29,161 

Pirth-nue 

29-73 

3-^ -44 

l)eatli-rate 

1317 

17-66 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

0-70 

3 -73 

Pi  thi.-is  deal  li-iate. . 

1-17 

0-99 

Total  'I'libei’culosis  deatli-rate 

1-70 

1-33 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate  

2-44 

2-91 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,000  births 

100 

201 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


j7)fectioits  Diseases— Case.'i  a7iU  (Deaths). 


1912. 

1911. 

'total  notifications 

351 

159 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

1.37 

40 

Diphtheria 

100 

71 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

20 

30 

Puei peal  fever 

1 

1 

Cases  t>  eated  at  hospital 

81 

66 

Measles  . . 

(2) 

(18) 

Whooping  (^ouj-h 
Diarihceaand  Enteritis 

(5) 

(11) 

(under  2 jear.s)  .. 

(6) 

(70) 

Geneuaj.  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply.--^ All  the  parishes  in  the  district  derive  their 
supply  from  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company,  and 
each  house,  with  the  exception  of  those  belonging  to  the  Ryhope 
Colliery  Company,  have  the  water  laid  on  to  them 

All  the  farms  in  the  district  have  the  public  water  supply. 

Sewerage.- — Ryhope  Colliery,  Ryhope,  New  Silksworth  and  Tun- 
stall  are  in  need  of  an  efficient  sewerage  scheme.  The  sewers  in 
certain  .streets  in  Ryhope  are  in  such  an  Unsatisfactory  condition  that 
the  serving  of  notices  to  convert  the  insanitary  ashpit-privies  into 
water-closets  had  to  be  deferred. 

In  the  present  system  there  is  no  means  of  flu.shing,  ventilation, 
or  inspection,  and  the  street  gullies,  which  are  in  close  proximity 
to  the  houses,  are  a serious  nuisance. 

Scavenging. —For  scavenging  purposes  the  district  is  divided 
into  12  areas.  The  ashpits  are  emptied  once  a week  and  the  port- 
able bins  twice  a week.  The  scavenging  is  done  bv  contract  and 
has  Deen  most  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

There  are  701  ashpit-privies  and  3,889  ash-closets  in  the  dis- 

trip-t. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  erected  9,  occupied  8.  (b)  Insani- 

tary Property:  Under  the  Housing  Regulations  1,157  houses  were 
inspected;  in  the  parish  of  Ford  168,  Hylton  478,  Ryhope  245,  and 
Tunstall  266. 

Notices,  with  respect  to  houses  in  the  parishes  of  Ford  and 
Hylton  and  in  the  village  of  Ryhope,  were  served  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  as  follows: — To  pave  and  repair  yards  35,  to  provide 
better  means  of  ventilation  in  bedrooms  252  (at  Hylton  201),  to 
remedy  defective  spouting  41,  and  to  remedy  dampness  in  rooms  41. 
In  addition  a number  of  other  notices  were  served  to  remedy  numer- 
ous defects. 

In  the  parish  of  Ford  101  notices  were  served  to  convert  privies 
into  water-closets,  but  with  respect  to  57  insanitary  ash-pit  privies 
in  the  village  of  Ryhope  it  was  impossible  to  deal  with  them  in  a 


similar  manner  owing  to  tlic  unsatisfactory  condition  of  tlie  sewerage 
system  in  this  district. 

The  houses  at  Tunstall,  Dr.  Stobo  repoils,  are  of  modern  con* 
struction  and  arc-  provided  wntb  separate  ash-closets,  paved  yards 
and  gullies  discliarging  into  a drain  and  connected  to  the  public 
sew^er. 


Here,  howevcj',  7'2  houses  weiv  found  to  be  damp  owung  to  the 
want  of  proper  provision  to  drain  off  surface  water. 

At  Hylton,  17  eases  of  overcrowding  were  found. 

Dr.  Stobo’s  report  on  the  general  sanitation  of  the  Ryhope 
Colliery  pro])erty  shows  that  out  of  922  houses  in  this  area  626  have 
ash-closets  and  296  ashpit-privies.  Only  one  back  street  in  the 
whole  (T'  the  colliery  j)roperty  is  completely  ])aved,  and  none  of  the 
canaage'ways  are  paved.  Surface  Avater  drainage  is  also  greatly 
needed.  Referring  to  Street,  Avliich  was  the  subject  of  a 

special  report  Dr.  Stobo  says  it  is  impossible  to  consider  the  merits 
of  this  street  alone  as  many  of  the  Ryhope  Coal  C'ompanyhs  old 
^’houses  are  in  a similar  condition.  . , Dampness,”  he  says,  ‘‘is 

manifest  in  the  great  majority  of  the  houses,  both  on  fhe  ground 
floor  and  the  first  storey;  defective  ventilation  is  most  marked  in 
the  bedrooms  ” which  are  “ Avithout  provision  for  efficient  through 
ventilation.  . . The  Avant  of  proper  |)aving  both  back  and  front 

is  the  main  cause,  not  only  of  dampness  to  the  dAvellings  but  the 
general  insanitary  condition  outside,  Avhich  I belie\m  to  be  pro- 
ductive  of  much  illness.” 


CC 
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AVith  re.spect  to  these  houses  he  recommends 

(o)  The  provision  of  a footpath,  both  back  and  front,  of 
some  impervious  material. 

(h)  The  leAmlling  and  cindering  of  the  front  street  and  closing 
it  up  for  the  usual  Amhicular  traflic. 

(c)  Cementing  the  spaces  betAveen  the  pantries. 

(c/)  Making  a proper  street  at  the  back  for  vehicular  traffic, 
either  by  tar-grouting  or,  if  possible,  tar-macadam. 

(r)  The  provision  of  a gidley  in  some  convenient  place. 


(f)  Providing  a separate  water  supply  to  each  house. 

(g)  Removing  the  partition  in  tlie  first  storey  and  converting 
the  two  bedrooms  into  one. 

(7i)  Providing  a fireplace  in  the  upstairs  bedroom. 

(i)  Removal  of  j)resent  staircase  and  erecting  a wider  stair- 
case at  the  other  end  of  the  living  room. 

(k)  Removal  of  the  present  bedroom  windows  and  providing 
large  dormer  windows  in  their  place. 

(/)  Overhauling  of  the  sewer  by  the  District  Council  and 
providing  means  of  inspection,  flushing  and  ventilation. 

With  the  exception  of  (d)  the  recommendations  were  accepted 
by  the  Coal  Companyhs  representative,  who  did  not  consider  the 
houses  worth  the  construction  of  a modern  street. 


C^p  to  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  nothing  had  been  done  to 
comply  witli  the  Medical  Officer  of  HealtlPs  recommendations,  l)ut 
the  houses  in  Middle  Railway  Street  and  Pull  Row  are  being  recoti- 
st  rue  ted  by  the  Company. 

Housing  and  Town  rinnning  Aci . — Four  ]iotices  were  served 
under  this  Act  to  cari%  out  extensive  alterations  to  houses  in  the 
parish  of  Ford. 

Nuisances. — informal  and  .'112  statutory  notices  were  served 
to  abate  nuisances  ; the  number  abated  was  668.  With  res])ect  to 
stmctural  defects  to  houses,  287  nuisances  were  abated,  and  20  cases 
of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with. 

Common  Lodging  Ifonscs. — XoL  juentioned. 


'Dairies,  (iowsheds  and  Aldlshops. — There  ai-t‘  .’U  dairy  farms  and 
18  milkshops  in  (he  distiict.  The  dairy  faians  are  in  a satisfactory 
state  and  suitable  foj‘  tlu'  purposee  Alinor  alti'rations  were  carried 
out  to  three.  The  odd  cows  in  the  district  were  inspected  by  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  appointed  by  the  Cbuncil,  and  all  but  four  were 
found  health V. 


In  most  cases  the  18  milkshops  deal  in  small  quantities  of  milk. 
The  conditions  undei'  which  the  milk  is  stored  and  retailed  are  not 
gatisfactoiw. 
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Slaughter-houses. — Not  mentioned  in  the  report. 

Off'ensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drugs. — Character  of  meat  and  other  food  supplies 
sold  in  the  distiict  are  not  mentioned ; in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
report  it  ^vould  appear  that  carcases  of  three  tuberculous  cows  were 
seized. 

Faetories  and  Workshops. — There  are  25  workshops  and  28  retail 
bakehouses,  one  of  which  is  undei’grouiid.  To  the  workshops  50 
visits  of  inspection  were  paid,  to  the  factories  6.  The  number  of 
defects  dealt  with  under  the  Piildic  Health  Acts  were  6. 

No  list  of  outworkers  was  received. 

Samtart  Requirements. 

t. — -Improvements  to  the  housing  accommodation,  more  par- 
ticularly those  ]_')elonging  to  the  Ryhope  Collier^v 

2.™ The  provision  of  surface'  water  drainage  at  Ryhope  t'olliery. 

• ). — A.  better  system  of  drainage  for  Ryhojie  village. 

f.- — The  making  up  of  stret'ts  in  Ryhope  village  and  at  Ryhope 
Collierv. 


WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
(Derwent  Division). 

Andrew  Vei tch,  M.D.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

191-2. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

490 

480 

Birth-rate  

18-36 

12-50 

Death-rate 

10-20 

10-41 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

nil 

nil 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

2-04 

nil 

Total  'ruberculosis  death-rate 

2-04 

nil 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 
rate 

-2-04 

nil 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 
1,(100  births 

in 

166 

fnfcctioxis  Diseases — Cases  and 

(Deaths). 

1912.  1911. 

Total  notifications 

o 

nil 

Smallpox 

nil 

nil 

Scarlet  fever 

nil 

nil 

Diphtheria 

1 

nil 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

nil 

nil 

Puerperal  fever 

nil 

nil 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

nil  No  hos. 

Measles 

(nil) 

(nil) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(nil) 

(nil) 

(under  2 years)  , . 

(nil) 

( nil) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply. — The  villages  of  Edmondbyers  and  Ruffside  have 
public  su}>plies.  The  rest  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  springs, 
which  are  numerous  and  yield  a pure  and  wholesome  supply. 
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Sewerage. — The  villages  are  sufficiently  drained  and  well 
flushed  by  the  heavy  rains. 

Scavenging. — The  privy  system  is  in  use  throughout  the  district. 
The  contents  are  emptied  periodically. 

Housing. — At  Edmondbyers  a house  was  on  inspection  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  A new  house  is  to  be  built  in  its 
place.  To  abate  overcrowding  additional  rooms  are  to  be  added  to 
Hunter  House  Cottage;  at  the  Park  ’’  drainage  and  byre  improve- 
ments are  to  be  carried  out. 

The  district  has  been  inspected  several  times  by  the  Inspector 
and  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  There  are  many  unoccupied  houses. 

Nuisances. — No  nuisnnees  were  complained  of. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and.  Milhshops. — There  are  no  registered  dairy- 
men in  the  district.  Those  who  have  cows  dispose  of  the  milk  in 
small  quantities  to  neiglibours. 

Slaughter-ho  uses. — None . 

Offensive  Trades. — None. 

Food  and  Drugs. — No  food  was  seized  as  being  untit  for  human 
consumption. 

Factories  and,  Worhslwps. — There  are  no  bakehouses. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

None  mentioned. 

The  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuis- 
ances for  the  whole  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District  shows  that  166 
informal  notices  were  served  and  that  130  nuisances  were  abated. 
One  was  a case  of  overcrowding,  5 were  with  respect  to  defects  in 
dwelling-houses  and  schools,  and  10  with  respect  to  house  drainage. 
The  number  of  ashpit-privies  convoiTed  into  ash-closets  was  2,  new 
ash-closets  and  new'  w’-ater-closets  provided  2 and  12  respectively. 

Twelve  notices  were  served  to  abate  nuisances  connected  with 
cow'sheds. 
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WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


(Stanhope 
James  Bannerman,  M.B., 


Vital  Statistics. 


1912. 

1911. 

Estimat'^d  Population 

•2,727 

•2,7-27 

Birth-vate 

22 -38 

18-33 

Death-rate 

14-30 

13-20 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

(rSG 

•2  "20 

Phthisis  death-rate  . . 

1-10 

1-10 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

1-10 

1-10 

Re.spiratory  diseases  death- 

rate 

i-io 

1-83 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

1,000  births  . . ' . . 

6G 

60 

Division.) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Infectious  Diseases—  Cases  and  (Deaths). 


1912. 

1911. 

Total  notifications  . . 

55 

12 

.Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

16 

♦*> 

Diphtheria 

36 

G 

Fevers  (Enteric,  &c.) 

nil. 

1 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

11  No  hos. 

Measles 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

Whooping  cough 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(nil.) 

(1) 

(under  2 years)  . . 

(nil.) 

(1) 

General  Sanitation. 


IVatcr  Supply. — The  water  supply  at  FrosteiTy  Hill  Ihid,  Kook- 
hope,  and  Ci'awleyside  are  under  the  control  of  the  District  Council. 
The  Frosterly  supply  has  been  supplemented  by  springs  on  Thorn- 
liojie  Moor,  from  whence  3GT  yards  of  piping’  have  been  laid  to  the 
CounciTs  chambers. 


Sewerage. — Frosterly,  Hill  End,  Crawleyside  and  Kookhopc 
are  sewered,  and  sewage  disposal  holds  are  provided. 

Housing. — (a)  New  Houses:  2.  (h)  Insanitary  Property:  One 

house  was  condemned  during  the  year.  Three  cottages  at  Rookhope 
were  inspected,  one  has  been  closed  and  one  improved.  The  owners 
of  this  j)roperty  are  preparing  plans  for  buildings  to  accommodate 
100  miners. 

Scavenging.- — Not  mentioned . 


N aisances. — 'Nuisances  in 
were  all  abated. 


connection  with  privies  f^ccurred  and 


Common  Lodging  Houses.- — Not  mentioned. 

Dairies,  Cowshed.s  and  Milkshops. — The  number  i.h’  dairy  farms  in 
the  district  is  not  given.  One  byre  has  been  improved  and 
another  is  under  notice.  The  byres  Iiave  been  greatly  improved 
during  the  past  few  years.  There  are  no  milksliops,  .and  the  milk 
is  retailed  bv  small  farmers. 


Slaughter-houses. — Not  mentioned. 


Food  and  Drugs. — The  quality  of  the  meat  and  other  food  stuffs 
sold  iu  the  district  is  not  mentioned.  There  were  no  seizures  of 
unwholesome  food. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — '“'There  are  no  public  bakehouses/^ 

vSanitary  Rkquiremea’Ts. 

Not  mentioned. 


WEARDALE  RURAL  DLSTRICT. 

(St.  John’s  Division.) 

Alexander  Wood,  L.  R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases — Cases  and 

{Deaths). 

1912. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Esbiiiiated  Population 

3,042 

3,042 

Total  notifications 

10 

6 

Birth-rate  

22-68 

2-2-02 

.Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate 

15-44 

15-45 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

o 

nil. 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

0-32 

nil 

Diphtheria 

o 

1 

PPthisis  death-rate. . 

0-32 

0-65 

P’evers  (Enteric,  Ac.) 

r> 

Total  Tuberculosis  death-rate 

O'OS 

1-64 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

nil. 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital  . . 

1 Nohos. 

rate  

0-65 

0-98 

Measle.s 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

Infant  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping  cough 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

1,000  births 

43 

89 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

(under  2 years) 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply. — The  villages  of  Lanehead,  Cowshill,  Wearhead, 
West  Black  Dene,  Ireshopeburn,  St.  John^s  Chapel  with  Burnfoot, 
Daddry  Shields  and  Westgate  have  good  supplies  of  water.  Schemes 
to  supply  vai'ious  farms  in  the  district  have  been  submitted  by  the 
District  Council  to  the  owners  for  their  consideration. 


ScAveragc.- — •Tliere  are  piililic  sewors  at  Cowshill,  Wearhead,  Ires- 
liopel)uni,  Black  Dene,  St.  .lolin’s  Clnqiel,  and  W'estgate.  They  arc 
regularly  flushed.  The  sewage  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation. 
Drainage  as  well  as  a water  supply  is  required  at  the  village  of 
Brotherlee. 


Sea venging. — Not  mentioned. 


Housing.— (a)  New  ITouses : Nf)t  mentioned,  (h)  Insanitary 
Property : A house  was  closed  at  Westgate.  Five  miners’  lodging 
shops  at  Rookhope  wore  inspected.  One  l.ias  since  been  elosc'd. 

Nu'isaiicfs.—~lsVmor  nuisances  were  dealt  svith,  Priyies  were 
converted  into  either  ash-closets  or  water-closets. 

Dairies,  CoicsJieds  and  MilhsJiops. — One  cow^shed  wars  closed  and 
various  improvements  carried  out. 

Slaughter-houses. — Not  mentioned. 

Offensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drags. — -Not  mentioned. 

Factories  and  Worhshops. — Not  mentioned. 

Sanitary  Requirements. 

1 .-—Drainage  and  water  supply  at.  Brotherlee  village. 

tl. — Water  snjiply  to  10  fai'ins  at  Burnhopo,  and  to  farms  at 
Scutter  Hill. 


WEARDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
(Wolsingham  Division). 

R.  H.  O.  Garbutt,  L. R.C.P.,  Medical  Officer  of 

Health. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Infectious  Diseases— Cases 

and  (Deaths). 

191-2. 

1911. 

1912. 

1911. 

Estimated  Population 

;5.41S 

.-5,414 

Total  notifications  . . 

5 

10 

Birth-rate 

22-26 

24-89 

.Smallpox 

nil. 

nil. 

Death-rate 

i:C47 

1-2-00 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

nil. 

4 

Zymotic  death-rate  . . 

0-29 

0-29 

Diphtheria 

nil. 

3 

Phthisi.s  death-rate.. 

r-29 

0-r>& 

Eever-s  (Enteric.  &c.) 

1 

1 

Total  Tuberculosis  deal  h-rato 

O'as 

1 -17 

Puerperal  fever 

nil. 

1 

X 

Respiratory  diseases  death- 

Cases  treated  at  hospital 

1 No  hos. 

rate  

1 -7.'. 

. 1-w 

Measles 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

Infaut  mortality-rate  per 

Whooping^  cough 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

1,000  births 

52 

70 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years) 

(nil.) 

(nil.) 

General  Sanitation. 


Water  Supply. — In  the  Sanitary  Drainage  District  ” 518  houses 
derive  their  supply  from  the  Weardale  and  Consett  Water  Company. 
White  Kirby  and  Thornley  villages  have  also  a good  supply  from 
the  District  Council’s  public  standpipes. 


Seu'ciaor. — 'rUe  ■Sli.stiict  ” sewers  are  re^iilai'lv  tiuslied  : the 

CT  t/  '' 

sewage  disposal  irrigation  fields  work  satisfactorily. 

Scai'ciiging. — Scavenging  is  carried  out  satisfactorily.  Dr. 
(larbiitt  ag-ain  draws  attention  to  the  ohjectiunable  practice  in  vogue 
of  depositing-  the  contents  of  the  ash|iits  on  tlie  roadw'ay  at  all  hours 
of  the  day,  until  the  cart  is  ready  to  collect  it. 

Housing. — (a)  Ne\v  Houses;  d,  all  are  occupied.  (6)  Insanitary 
Property:  “ Some  of  the  houses,''  says  Dr.  Garbutt,  " are  structur- 
“ ally  dilapidated  and  insanitary  and,  although  comparatively 
“speaking,  a fairly  high  rental  is  obtained,  and  they  are  seldom 
“ unoccupied,  the  minimum  amount  is  expended  on  maintaining 
“ them  reasonably  ft  for  human  habitation.'  ’ 

Although  many  hotises  arc  inspected  by  the  Medical  Offcer  of 
Health  and  the  Inspector,  systematic  inspection,  as  i-eqtiired  by  the 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  I’egulations,  is  not  yet  carried  out  in 
this  district,  ('losing  orders  were  made  with  respect  to  two  houses; 
the  liouses  are  now  imoccnpied. 

Nuisances. — Minor  nuisances  ^^^‘re  r(*ported  and  were  immedi- 
ately abated. 

Ctnnmnn  Lodging  Housis. — Not  nu'iiiioncd. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Many  of  the  cowsheds  “ are 
‘'in  a most  unsatisfactory  condition"  and  unsuited  for  dairy  pur- 
j loses. 

S1aughfer-]iou.si’.<;. — Not  mentioned. 

Offensive  Trades. — Not  mentioned. 

Food  and  Drug.v. — Not  mentioned. 

Factories  and  Worksha]).'^ — Two  visits  of  ins})ection  were  made  to 
factories. 

S.\xirAKY  Requirements. 

1.  — Scavenging  at  pro|)er  lioiirs. 

2.  — “Im{)i'ovements  to  the  cowsheds. 

3.  — Improvements  and  repairs  to  insanitai'y  dwellings. 

4.  — The  carrying  out  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regnlations, 


PORT  SANITARY  DISTRICTS. 


HARTLEPOOL  PORT. 

S.  Biggart,  M.D,,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Hospital. — ^The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Hospital 
M as  90  : these  included  two  persons  removed  from  vessels  in  port ; 
one  proved  to  lx*  a case  of  typhoid  fever  and  the  other  a case  of 
dysentery.  The  remaining  88  cases  came  from  West  Hartlepool 
(75),  Hartlepool  (10),  Seaton  Carew  (1),  Cameron  Hospital  (1),  and 
Hartlepool  (1).  The  accommodation  is  stated  to  be  sufficient  to 
meet  the  present  requirements,  and  the  liospital  is  in  good  working 
order  and  rep  ah'. 

In-Hpection  of  Ships. — The  number  of  vessels  inspected  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  34  and  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  1,537. 
The  vessels  were  visited  by  the  (Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  account  of 
sickness  (2),  for  the  examination  of  the  crew  from  infected  ports  or 
suspected  jiorts  (2),  for  the  examination  of  unsound  food  as  cargo  (2), 
and  on  account  of  sanitary  defects  (2) ; 7 re-visits  were  made  and  one 
visit  paid  to  examine  a stowaway.  Of  the  1,537  vessels  inspected, 
sanitary  defects  were  found  on  136,  and  the  total  number  of  sanitary 
defects  was  315.  All  the  requirements  of  the  Inspector  were  com- 
plied with. 

Inspection  of  Food. — ^Dr.  Biggart  reports  that  the  tinned  food 
impoined  was  good  in  quality  and  well  packed;  that  fresh  fruit 
imported  from  Hamburg  wms  of  uniformly  good  quality;  that  17 
barrels  of  unsound  plums  were  surrendered  and  sent  to  the  refuse 
destnictor  at  West  Hartlepool. 
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RIVER  TYNE  PORT. 

W.  Edmund  Harkek,  M.D.,  D Hy.,  Medical  Officer 

of  Health. 

Hospital. — The  number  of  patients  treated  at  the  boating 
hospital  was  8,  viz.,  diphtheria  (1),  enteric  fever  (2),  Kusjjected  case 
of  enteric  fever  (1),  measles  (1),  plague  (1),  beri  beri  (1),  and  dysen- 
tery (1).  There  were  two  deaths,  one  from  plagtie,  the  other  fr-oni 
enteric  fever. 

Sickness  on  Shipboard . — The  diseases  rejx>rted  (a)  as  having* 
occurred  “ on  the  voyage  ' ’ and  (b)  or  after  arrival  were  as  follows 
Malaria  (a)  44  and  (b)  6,  smallpox  or  suspected  smallpox  (a)  1, 
plague  (a)  2 and  (b)  1,  enteric  fever  (a)  26  and  (b)  3,  diphtheria  (b) 
1,  beri  l>eri  (a)  6 and  (b)  3,  measles  (a)  1 and  (b)  1,  chicken]:K>x  (a)  1 , 
dysentery  (a)  2 and  (b)  1,  choleraic  diarrlnea,  etc.,  (a)  3 and  (b)  8, 
influenza  (a)  and  (b)  16. 

FesseZs  inspected  hy  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  account  of 
Sickness. — The  number  of  vessels  boarded  by  the  Medical  Officer  oi 
Health  on  account  of  reported  or  suspected  sickness  was  50.  Tlie 
nature  of  the  illness  and  the  reason  for  visiting  is  recorded  as  ” non- 
infectious’’  16,  bronchitis  3,  pneumonia  1,  pleurisy  1,  dropsy  1. 
appendicitis  1,  rheumatism  3,  alcoholism  1,  cold  2,  influenza  3. 
meningitis  1,  arriving  from  infected  ports  2,  arrival  of  emigrants  3, 
accidents  3,  infectious  diseases  or  suspected  9. 

Vessels  from  Infected  Ports. — The  number  of  vessels  boarded  by 
the  ofiicers  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  on  account  of  coming 
from  ports  infected,  or  suspected  to  be  infected  wnth  cholera,  yellow' 
fever,  plague,  smallpox,  was  625.  The  vessels  from  infected  ])oit.s 
came  direct  to  the  Tyne  from  37  ports,  and  indirectly  from  480. 

Sanitary  Inspection. — The  number  of  vessels  arriving  in  the  ])oit 
w*as  12,389,  namely  1,637  foreign,  4,059  home  and  6,693  coastwise. 
The  number  insj)ected  by  the  (diief  Inspector  and  liis  assi.stants  was 
9,335;  of  these  1,613  w*ere  foreign,  .3,972  home,  and  3,748  coastwise. 

Of  the  9,335  vessels  inspected  structural  defects  were  found  in 
367,  and  217  were  in  a dirty  condition.  ITie  tabulated  list  of  deft'cts 


216 


includes  defective  side  scuttles  (lid),  leaky  forecastle  decks  (79), 
defective  stores  (35),  defective  drainage  (14),  and  ventilation  (16), 
etc. 

TFafer  Supply. — The  water  boats,  18  in  number,  were  inspected 
and  the  tanks  found  in  good  condition.  In  25  cases  the  drinking 
water  of  ships  from  ports  infected  or  suspected  to  be  infected  with 
cholera,  was  changed  and  the  tanks  purified. 

Disinfection. — 16  vessels  and  several  lots  of  clothing  were  <iis- 
infected.  On  accoimt  of  infection,  259  old  beds  were  Vmrnt  and  2 
lots  of  filthy  clothing  destroyed.  In  addition,  20  fishing  boats,  in 
a foul  condition,  were  cleansed  and  deodorized  under  notice. 

Emigrants. — 1,187  emigrants  passed  through  the  jH)rt  during 
1912,  en  route  to  America.  All  were  well  before  leaving.  .Vll 
emigi-ant  vessels  were  visited  by  the  iSiedical  Officer  of  Health  and 
his  Inspectors,  and  were  kept  under  supervision  when  in  poi  t.  In- 
formation witli  respect  to  emigrants  proceeding  from  the  d'yne  to 
other  British  ports  was,  as  hitherto,  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  the  several  ports. 

Inspection  of  Food. — 94,961  tons  of  wheat  arriving  in  the  Tyne 
were  inspected,  also  8,686  cases  of  condensed  milk,  594  cases  of  mar- 
garine, 1,309  kegs  of  butter,  980  Itaskets  of  fish,  9 cargoes  of  ]>ota- 
toes  and  4 of  onions. 

The  consignments  condemned  were  as  follows. — 2,580  bags  of 
damaged  wheat  at  the  Tyne  Dock,  819  tons  of  damaged  wheat  at  the 
Albert  Edw^ard  Dock  and  the  wharf  of  the  Dunston  Flour  Mill,  1 d 
tons  of  potatoes  and  tons  of  onions. 

The  number  of  special  cargoes  examined  was  856  of  tliese  646 
were  fish,  116  wheat,  64  fruit,  9 onions  and  21  potatoes. 

No  unsound  fish  was  landed  during  the  year. 

lieport  on  OatbreaJe  of  Flague. — The  report  contains  a special 
report  of  an  outbreak  of  plague  on  board  the  S.S.  Bellailsa. 
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TABLB  A. 


Table  giving  Population,  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  &c.,  within  the  Urban  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


I KBAN  DlaTRICTi;. 

1 

1 kfedicAl  Officer  of  Health. 

j Area 

1 in  Acres. 

1 

Population 

1912 

(Estimated). 

1 

' Births. 

1 

1 

1 

Deaths. 

Birth-rat 

. Death- 
rate. 

1 Zymotic 

1 death- 
' rate. 

1 

i 

Infa  lit 
Mortalib 
rate  per 
l.OOD 
Birtiis. 

y Phthisis 
death- 
rate. 

Total 
Tnbercii 
j losis 
death- 
j rate. 

Lung 
Disea.ses 
doaUi- 
; rate. 

( 

Number  „ 

Hospita 

Cases  “fvpnnc 
Notilieil.  'Ltion? 

Number 
of  c leea 
- remnrec 
to 

Hospital 

Percent 

age  of 
Notiflei 

cases 

removec 

to 

Deaths 

occurrinj 

within 

District 

excluded 

Deaths 

Occurring 

outside 

District, 

included. 

BOROUGHS. 

i 

1 

1 

Darlington  

S.  G.  Mostyn,  M.B.,  D.P.H.. 

3956 

57104 

■ 1456 

713 

25-50 

12-48 

0-98 

84 

0-94 

1 40 

' 1-55 

748 

Yes, 

539 

72-0 

18 

18 

Durham  

A.  M.  Vann,  rVI.R.C.S 

' 1066 

17550 

435 

245 

24-78 

13-96 

0-85 

101 

1-02 

1-25 

1-99 

88 

Yes. 

28 

31-8 

92 

17 

1 

E.K.C.S.,  U.E.H 

735 

21050 

647 

1 359 

3073 

17  05 

0-71 

106 

0-61 

' 1-94 

2-47 

83 

Yes, 

10 

12-0 

36 

7 

Jarrow  

J.  M.  Nicollj  M.B 

7S3 

34400 

1103 

576 

32-06 

16-71 

1-39 

) 116 

116 

1-80 

3-66 

219 

Yes. 

75 

34-2 

6 

91 

Stockton  

Thomas  Horne,  M.D 

1 2935 

1 

52244 

1602 

815 

3066 

15-59 

1-24 

91 

1-22 

' 1-99 

1 

' 2-47 

476 

Yes. 

227 

47-7 

28 

35 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 

! 

Annfield  Plain  

. iM.  Morisjii,  L.K.U.P.  ... 

3489 

17000 

625 

179 

.36-76 

10-53 

1-06 

74 

0-76 

1-29 

1-88 

116 

Yes. 

64 

552 

1 

17 

Barnard  Castle  

H.  Weighton,  M.D 

560 

4801 

no 

76 

22-91 

15-62 

0-42 

45 

2-08 

2-70 

1-87 

101 

Yes. 

18 

17-8 

2 

Benheldside  

Wm.  Allen,  M.D 

1525 

8500 

246 

104 

28-82 

12-24 

0-70 

65 

0-70 

0-94 

2-23 

90 

Yes. 

60 

66-6 

9 

L2 

Bishop  Auckland  ... 

T.  A.  McOullagh,  M.R.C.S... 

691 

14092 

362 

209 

25'68 

17-59 

1-20 

104 

078 

1-49 

1-42 

136 

' Yes. 

24 

17-6 

61 

15 

Blaydon  

H.  Morrison,  M.B.,B.S.,B.Hy. 

9314 

32500 

1096 

465 

33-72 

14-00 

2-49 

129 

0-68 

1-01 

2-77 

219 

Yes. 

113 

61-6 

5 

40 

Brandon  and 

Byshottlea  

Henry  Smith,  M.D 

6669 

17970 

580 

208 

32-28 

11-58 

1-00 

91 

0-39 

0-55 

2-56 

135 

Yes. 

44 

326 

2 

17 

Chester-le-Str©et  . . . 

D.  Duncan,  M.B 

2511 

15132 

470 

197 

31-06 

13-01 

1-32 

112 

1-12 

1-78 

2-11 

66 

Yes.  t 

18 

27-3 

25 

8 

Consett  

A.  D.  M.  Macintyre.  M.B.... 

1005 

11414 

363 

149 

31-80 

1305 

1 66 

63 

0 87 

1-40 

1-84 

70 

Yes. 

41 

58-6 

2 

16 

Crook  

A.  Mackay,  M.D 

4056 

12350 

349 

175 

28-26 

1417 

1-13 

103 

0-81 

1-45 

2-27 

211 

Yes. 

114 

54-0 

16 

Felling  

Wm.  E.  Peacock,  M.D.,  B.Hy. 

2684 

25359 

749 

403 

29-53 

15-89 

1-69 

119 

1-41 

2-40 

2-32 

146 

Yes. 

24 

16-4 

48 

Hebburn  

E.  E.  Norman,  M.B..  B.S 

1241 

22561 

761 

399 

33-73 

17-68 

3-14 

157 

0-84 

r64 

3-10 

175 

Yes. 

95 

54-3 

3 

36 

Hetton-le-Hole  . . . 

J.  Adamson,  M.D 

1617 

15900 

552 

214 

3471 

13-45 

0-50 

121 

1-07 

1-63 

113 

149 

Yet. 

29 

19-4 

16 

Houghton-le-Spring . 

D.  S.  Park,  F.R.C.S ' 

1551 

9910 

343 

146 

34  60 

14-73 

1 21  ; 

131 

0-50 

0 60 

2-02 

133 

Yes. 

36 

26-1 

8 

5 

Leadgate  

Wm.  Alien,  M.D 

1836 

5000 

150 

85 

30-00 

17-00 

1-80 

113 

1-40 

2-00 

3-40 

31 

Y’es. 

16 

51-6 

6 

Ryton  

James  Vi.  Smith,  M.D 

5169 

13450 

420 

150 

31  22 

1115 

0-59 

100 

0-37 

1-19 

1-85 

88 

Yes. 

22 

25-0 

5 

12 

Seaham  Harbour  ... 

Luke  G.  Dillon,  M.D 

1101 

16500 

609 

247 

36  91 

14  96 

1-63  , 

12S 

0-85 

2-06 

4-00 

72 

Yes. 

21 

29-1 

2 

26 

Shildon  

S.  Fielden.  M.D 

1066 

13721 

392 

207 

28-56 

15-08 

3 35 

86 

1-46  ■ 

1-89 

1-89 

396 

Yes. 

124 

31-3 

16 

Southwick-on-Wear. 

John  J.  Carruthers,  M.B.  ..., 

856 

13939  i 

473 

184 

.33-93 

13-27 

0-93 

67 

0-93 

1-43 

2-29 

97 

Yes. 

54 

55-6 

31 

Spennymoor  

W.Mussellwhite,M.R.c.8.,D.p.Hj 

3388 

18033  ; 

594 

269 

3293 

14-91 

2-15 

104 

0-77 

1-38 

3-27 

307 

Yes. 

193 

64-5 

3 

20 

Stanhope  

John  Gray,  M.B 

216 

2026 

33 

31 

16-28 

15-30 

0-98 

60 

1 

1-48  i 

1-97 

1-97 

52 

Yes. 

34 

65-4 

10 

2 

Stanley  

E.  G,  D,  Benson,  L.R.C.P.  ; 

3593 

25000 

860 

333 

34-40 

13-32 

1 60 

126 

0-76 

1-52 

2-28 

190 

Yes. 

140 

73-7 

2 

36 

Tanfield  

E.  G.  D.  Benson,  L.R.C.P.  . 

4779 

10500 

320 

148 

30-47 

14U9 

1-43 

119 

1-01  , 

1-43 

2-09 

1 

123 

Yes. 

79 

64-2 

7 

9 

Tow  Law  

J.  H.  Naiemith,  M.D 

477 

4327 

125 

44 

28-88 

10-16 

Nil. 

72 

1-15  1 

1-38 

231 

41 

Yes. 

10 

24-4 

3 

Whickham  

Andrew  Smith,  M.D 

5914 

19164 

680 

242 

30-26 

12-62 

2-14 

86 

0-88 

1-66 

1 93 

161 

Yes. 

68 

42-2 

3 

29 

Willington  

R.  E.  Brown,  L.R.C.P 

3793 

8839 

259 

106 

2930 

11-87 

0-79  1 

100 

0-35 

0-56 

1-79  1 

267 

Yes. 

1 

203 

76-3 

9 

t In  this  district  ariangements  have  been  made  by  which  fever  patients  may  be  removed  to  the  hospital  in  the  adjoining  rural  districti. 


TABLB  At 


oiwng  ths  Deaths  at  Cekta.n  Aces  anh  faom  Ceutaih  Stectihh  Causes  with.h  the  Ue.ah  D.bte.uts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


Deaths  at  Subjoined  AQ.is. 


At  all  Under 


1 I 2 
aiul  I and 
ninWr  I uiuler 
2.  i 6. 


5 I 15 
and  and  and 
miller  : under  ' umU 
15.  ' 25.  I 4o. 


I 

45  ' C5 

and  and 
utiiJer  upw'rds 
Oft. 


Darlington  

713 

123 

30 

33 

23  ■ 

23 

Durham  

24j 

44 

12 

e 

5 

10 

Hartlepool  

359 

69 

20 

21 

12 

23 

Jarrow  

575  ; 

128 

43 

30 

30 

33 

Stockteu  

Sl.> 

147 

4S 

■ 52 

39 

43 

Aniifield  Plain  

171 

46 

15 

11 

4 

1 

Barnard  Castle  

5 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Benfieldside  

104 

16 

5 

8 

5 

3 

Deaths  proh  Subjolnud  Causes. 


Bishop  Auckland  ... 

20!) 

38 

12 

13 

10 

2 

Blaydon  

451 

142 

11 

86 

15 

20 

BrAudou  & B^'sholtles 

208 

53 

20 

13 

9 . 

10 

Chester-le-Street  . . . 

197 

53 

10 

15 

2 

8 

Consett  

149 

23 

12 

S 

6 

14 

Crook  

175 

36 

‘ 10 

15 

7 

9 

Felling  

403 

89 

40 

29 

19 

2.3 

Hebburn  

369 

120 

47 

35 

16 

16 

Hetton-le-Hole 

214 

67 

9 

5 

6 

9 

Houghton-le-Spring. 

146 

45 

10 

8 

6 

5 

Leadgate  

83 

17 

5 

7 

5 

3 

Ryton  

150 

4-2 

5 

13 

5 

5 

Seaham  Harbour  ... 

249 

78 

22 

21 

13 

12 

Sliildon  

207 

34 

18 

29 

10 

16 

Southwick-on-Wcar. 

184 

32 

16 

8 

13 

9 

Spennymoor  

269 

62 

30 

20 

15 

10 

Stanhope  

29 

3 

1 

1 

5 

Stanley  

333 

109 

28 

17 

17 

18 

Tanfield  

148 

38 

1 

5 

6 

10 

Tow  Law  

41 

9 

4 

1 

2 

Whickham  

242 

60 

21 

23  , 

16  ' 

10 

Willington  

105 

27 

7 

8 

4 

5 

Total 

7620 

1745 

621 

1 

542  1 

321  i 

370 

80 

32 
37 
72  ■ 

112 

24 
9 

17 

31 

37 

30 

25 
19 
16 
46 
29 

33 
12 
8 

11 

23 

31 

26 
27 

4 

46 

21 

8 

33 

14 


176 

37 
91 

109 

187 

30 

15 

26 

40 

67 

29 

39 

35 

38 
78 
61  ‘ 

40  I 

15 

16 
33 
25 

36 
43 
51 


1493 


.c  ? = 


^ r 2 


214 

79 

86 

130 

187 

34 

37 

24 

63 

73 

44 

39 

32 

44 
179 

45  I' 

46  Ij 

45 
24 

36 

33 
33 

37 
54 

9 

46 
37 

8 

43 

24 


!r  rt  ^ 


1707 


33 


14 

4 

to 

13 

33 

4 

1 

lu 

53 

3 

6 

10 

3 

26 

29 

1 

1 

8 

30 
3 
9 
1 

19 


1 1310 


12 


52 


15 

4 

18 

8 

4 

2 j 

2 I 

i 

5 

3 


15U 


16 
1 
2 
7 

10 
2 3 

1 
1 
1 
6 
1 
1 


i i‘5.5 

3 5 1 ,5.1. 


...  51 

...  I 18 

...  ! 13 

i 

‘■2  j 40 
...  04 

...  I 13 
10 


603 


16 

I 

3 i 
i| 
I ; 


12 


8 
2 

114  I 219 


The  difference  between  the  total  deaths  in  some  districts  in  this 
Officers  of  Health.  In  a numbei'  of  instances 


2 

55 

10 

! 

59 

30 

1 

9 

3 

3 

4 

21 

i 

1 3 

5li 

17 

j 8 

20 

1 

5 19 

23 

1 

j 26 

16 

19 

3 

2 

I 

1 

3 

10 

3 

11 

5 

t 

7 

5 9 

17 

1 

1 52 

23 

24 

5 

4 

1 

4 

3 

1 

30 

16 

1 

10 

i 13 

3 

28 

11 

1 

1 OJ 

71 

9 

12 

1 

2 

1 

15 

42 

30 

3 

12 

16 

6 

47 

1 

11 

; 79 

j 59 

69 

5 

18 

1 

1 

1 

21 

2 

; 5 

, 70 

45 

7 

19 

9 

13 

19 

17 

15 

3 

7 

4 

1 

2 

26 

7 

1( 

> 3 

4 

10 

1 3 

6 

I 3 

1 

11 

2 

1 

10 

13 

i 3 

1 

16 

1 

i 

4 

1 

1 

\ 

5 

4 

1 

2 

11 

10 

4 

i 20 

J6 

4 

2 

o 

21 

16 

2 

3S 

32 

0 

20 

1 

21 

24 

67 

5 

13 

1 

16 

7 

i 29 

20 

4 

8- 

37 

16 

5 

15 

17 

29 

1 

5 

2 

1 

6 

5 

1 

20 

10 

2 

28 

23 

8 

2 

15 

14 

18 

1 

10 

3 

3 

5 

21 

11 

3> 

9 

10 

2 

11 

8 

13 

4 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

12 

2 

2 

4( 

1 

1 

12 

5 

21 

12 

16 

7 

1 

3 

2 

2 

18 

11 

3; 

2 

1 

17 

6 

37 

19 

40 

6 

1 

16 

3 

35 

14 

1 

48 

60 

1 

17 

... 

26 

21 

48 

7 

15 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

44 

16 

3 

53 

9 

10 

6 

16 

15 

13 

1 

5 

6 

41 

8 

1 

56 

4 

10 

19 

4 

16 

1 

2 

29 

5 

41 

3 

7 

8 

9 

2 

2 

4 

3 

5 

25 

5 

10 

1 

13 

4 

21 

1 

20 

4 

1 

33 

10 

n 

11 

20 

46 

13 

1 

2 

29 

11 

57 

7 

2 

16 

17 

9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

12 

7 

1 

53 

7 

27 

18 

14 

2 

5 

4 

2 

2 

13 

4 

1 

55 

1 

3 

16 

5 

20 

21 

38 

1 

i8 

1 

2 

9 

1 

19 

11 

1 

35 

13 

j 

...  ^ 

6 

i 

3 

2 

... 

1 

10 

2 

11 

2 1 

18 

39 

18 

2 

8 

1 

10 

3 

53 

15 

1 

53 

19 

1 

17 

3 ; 

1 

14 

13 

9 

1 

5 

17 

6 

17 

18 

6 

5 

1 

7 

1 

9 

2 

U 

11 

11 

20 

6 

6 

1 

... 

7 

3 

26 

13 

2 

40 

15 

1 

1 * 

7 

12 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

19 

3 

25 

11 

29 

425 

79  . 

149  |559  ' 

10  1 

) 

69 

75 

22 

15 

29 

87 

U 

65 

737 

318 

44  1 

626 

348 

Table  and  the  figures  given  in  Table  A.  is  due  to  the  incompleteness  of  the  statistics  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  district  Medical 
the  deaths  and  age.s  of  rcscdente  who  died  outside  the  District  were  not  included  as  they  should  be  in  L.G.B.  Table  III. 


TABLiB  B. 

Table  giving  Fopulaiion,  Birth-rate.  Death-rate,  &c.,  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  the 

Administrative  County  of  Durham. 


■ 

UrKAl.  DlSTRICl'S. 

Officer  of  Health. 

.\rea 

in 

Acres. 

Fopnlfition 

1912 

(Eatimated). 

Birtlus. 

Deaths. 

Birth-rate 

Death- 

rate. 

Zymi'tic 

deatli- 

Vate. 

Infant 

Mcrtality- 

rate 

per  lOCO 
Birtlts. 

Phthisis 

denth- 

rate. 

'I'otal 

Tubercu- 

losis 

death- 

rate. 

Lune 

Diseases 

death- 

rate. 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Noticed. 

Hospital 

accoTDino- 

dation? 

Number 
of  ca  es 
removed 
to 

Hospital. 

Percent- 

age of 
Notided 
Cases 
removed 
to 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

occurring 

witiiin 

District, 

excluded. 

Deaths 

occurring 

oiitside 

I'istrict. 

included. 

J.  F.  Macdonald.  M.l-'.,  D.F.H... 

57334  i 

59254 

1 

1911  ' 

776 

32-25 

13-09 

1-55 

106 

0-76 

1-2S 

1-97 

1409 

Yes. 

551 

39-1 

21 

46 

Baroard  Castle  

James  C.  Neligau,  L.H.C.S. 

79UB1 

11793 

1 

277  , 

165 

23-48 

13-99 

0-76 

112 

0-59 

1-44 

0-94 

91 

Yes. 

29 

31  8 

9 

Chester-lo-Street  ••• 

J.  Taylor,  M.D.,  D.P.H 

3‘_>109 

65879 

2221  ! 

885 

33-71 

13-43 

1-26 

120 

0-5o 

1-17 

2-35 

428 

Yes. 

118 

27-5 

6 

69 

Darlington  

Robert  H.  Meikle,  M.B 

4'2()19 

10914 

266 

127 

-24-37 

11-63 

0-91 

109 

0-73 

0-91 

1-37 

141 

Yes.t 

20 

14-2 

9 

A.  T.  Harrison,  L.S.A 

.lOSTl 

31309 

1012 

435 

32-32 

13-89 

1-05 

116 

0-86 

1-15 

1-7-2 

182 

Y'es. 

53 

29-1 

9 

28 

J.  -Arthur.  L.R.C.P..  D.P.H. 

370  IS 

63050 

2232 

897 

35-40 

U-22 

1-69 

118 

0-65 

117 

2-23 

778 

Yes. 

60 

7-7 

23 

48 

Hartlepool  

T.  G.  Ainsley,  M.D.  

19090 

2410 

67 

31 

27-45 

12-70 

0-82 

149 

0-S2 

1-23 

1-23 

10 

Yes,t 

Nil. 

0-0 

166 

1 

D.  S.  Park.  P.R.C.S 

13192 

26200 

922 

365 

3519 

13-92 

1 75 

120 

0-57 

0-99 

2-57 

133 

Yes. 

-29 

21-8 

22 

51151 

32502 

1035 

402 

3184 

12-37 

1 "53 

90 

0-58 

089 

2-49 

225 

Yes. 

191 

84-8 

63 

19 

Frederick  Hunton,  M.D 

t.AllUR 

34125 

1076 

406 

3153 

11-89 

1-32 

103 

0-69 

1-02 

T7S 

■258 

Yes. 

126 

48-9 

126 

19 

South  Shields  

W.  Armstrong,  L.R.C.P 

12073 

15368 

372 

ISO 

24-20 

11-71 

1-17 

97 

0-32 

0-91 

•2  41 

123 

Yes. 

64 

52-0 

294 

15 

J,  W.  Blandford,  L.R.C.P. 

34539 

17475 

457 

203 

2615 

11  61 

0-.’.7 

74 

0-68 

1-.37 

0-74 

144 

Yes.t 

61 

42-3 

5 

14 

Robert  Stobo,  M.B..  B.Hy... 

6')80 

29898 

889 

394 

29-73 

13-17 

0-70 

100 

117 

1-70 

2-44 

351 

Yes. 

81 

23-1 

■ 

45 

18-36 

10-20 

Nil. 

111 

2 04 

204 

2-04 

Yes. 

Nil. 

(I>ej‘went  Division) 

Andrew  Vcitcli,  M.D 

13144 

1 

490 

9 

5 

j 

61 

39 

22-38 

14-30 

0-36 

66 

j i-io 

1-10 

1-10 

55 

Yes. 

11 

, 

(Stanhope  Div.) 

James  Bannerman.  M.B 

1 24864 

2727 

Weardale  

(St.  John’s  Div. 

j Alexander  Wood.  L.R.C.P.  .. 

j 36096 

3042 

1 

69 

1 

47 

22-68 

15-44 

0-32 

43 

0-32 

0-98 

0 65 

10 

Yes. 

1 

10-0 

3 

Weardale  

(Wolsingham  Div. 

j R,  H.  0.  Garbutt,  L.R.C.P. 

1 

i 21552 

j 3413 

1 

76 

46 

22-26 

i 13-47 

1 

0-29 

52 

1 0 29 

0-58 

1-75 

5 

Yes 

1 

i 1 

20-0 

1 

8 

t In  these  districts  arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  fever  patients  may  be  removed  to  the  hospital  in  the  adjoining  urban  district. 
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TABLE  Bl. 


AbMINISTRATlVE  CoUNTY  OF  DuKHAM. 


Aucklaud 
Barnard  Cattle  . .. 
Chest-er-le-Street  .. 


Darlington  

US 

20 

4 

.S 

6 

* 

16 

1 

25 

33 

Durham  

■ 435 

IIS 

23 

21 

21 

28 

51 

fJI 

112 

lilasingtou  

■'  897 

206 

' u; 

67 

49 

58 

94 

1 

' 129 

173 

Hartlepool  

* 31 

K» 

, 

1 

i 

1 

1 

0 

I 

7 

6 

Houghton  

3(35 

111 

34 

so 

10 

1 oo 

2'J 

1 

73 

Lanchester  

3S3 

94 

24 

29 

19 

1 

• 20 

40 

1 67 

90 

Sedgetield  

406 

I 

in 

' 30 

lU 

30 

i 

52 

1 GO 

80 

South  Shields  

' ISO 

3G 

^ IG 

6 

8 

1 

1 7 

17 

1 33 

57 

Stockton  

203 

34 

6 

12 

13 

12 

33 

' 42 

51 

Sunderland  

394 

80 

24 

IS 

13 

24 

63 

1 

108 

Weardale  

(Derwent  Division) 

2 

2 

Weardale  

(Stanhope  Div.) 

39 

4 , 

1 

0 

8 

18 

Weardale  

1 

1 

(St,  John’s  Di^.) 

47 

3 i 

2 

1 

5 

12 

1 

•23 

Weardale  

(Wolsingham  Div.) 

46 

4 i 

i 

2 

1 

3 

1 

15 

20 

Total 

53S1 

1413 

357 

312 

1 

Cl 

233 

603 

877 

1273 

45 

h 

19 

I 

23 

5i 

70 

7 

5 

5 

I 

6 

14 

7 

37 

14 

26 

37 

8 

62 

64 

8 

1 

1 

... 

7 

... 

9 

10 

27 

3 

6 

1 

2G 

4 

37 

30 

41 

S 

25 

5 

37 

15 

37 

53 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

3 

15 

3 

8 

19 

33 

25 

19 

3 

7 

3 

10 

4 

25 

41 

23 

4 

8 

14 

16 

21 

6 

] 

8 

13 

17 

17 

12 

4 

8 

14 

13 

11 

35 

2 

14 

j 

"1 

7 

28 

48 

1 

... 

3 

... , 

1 

I 

12 

3 

1 

2 

1 

9 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

3 

2 

52 

137 

5 £ 

34 

47  3 

73  4 

18  43 

10 

87 

29 

179  23 

16 

7 1 

23  47 

6 

134 

36  3 

182  49 

11 

4 3 

39  4 

6 

70 

21  3 

‘23 

7 

136 

63  4 

98  117 

2 

3 

1 

7 2 

3 

56 

26  1 

77  , 

4 

29 

19  2 

1 111 

6 

47 

17  3 

128  14 

2 

12 

6 2 

40  ... 

3 

22 

9 2 

62  3 

6 

48 

13  3 

101 

1 

16  ... 

1 1 

21 

> 

24 

Officers  of  Health.  In  three  in.stances  the  deaths  of  res  d”  U h A'  ^ statistics  m the  Annual  R 

deaths  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  were  not  induded  in  the  L.G.B.  Table  IH. 


of  tho  dijthct  Medieai 


TABLK  C. 


Inspectors’  Report — Urban. 


URBAN  OirrElCTtf. 


DARLINGTON— 

Populat-on,  57,104 
Insp^tor  of  Nuisanoes — 

J.  R.  Copping 
DURHAM— 

Population.  17,550 
Inspector  of  Nuisanoea — 
Robert  Blythe 
HARTLEPOOL— 

Population,  21,050 
Inspector  of  Nuisanoes— 

J.  Charlton 
JARROW— 

Population,  34,400 
lny>ector  of  Nuisauoee— 
John  S.  Callis 
STOCKTON— 

Population,  52,244 
Inspector  of  Nuisanoos — 
Wm.  C.  Crowther 
ANNFIELD  PLAIN— 
Population,  17,000 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
John  Kirk 

BARNARD  CASTLE— 
Population,  4,801 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

H.  E.  Raine 
BENFIELDSIDE— 

Pop<i  lation , 8 ,500 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Thomas  Knox 
BISHOP  AUCKLAND— 
Population,  14,092 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Isaac  Sanderson 
BLAYDON— 

Population,  32, SIX) 
Inspector  of  Nuisancee — 
Robert  Biggins 
BRANDON  <fe  BYSHOTTLES.- 
Population,  17,970 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
William  Ward 
CHI^TEILLE-STREEl— 
Population.  15,132 
Inspector  of  Nuisaucee — 
William  Ridlev 
CONSETT— 

Population,  11,414 
Insoector  of  Nuissjioes — 

F.  Hargreaves 
CROOK— 

Population,  12,350 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

E.  W.  Ayton 
FELLING— 

Population,  25,3.')9 
Injector  of  Nuisanoes — 
Iienrv  G.  Baldock 
HEBBURN— 

Population,  22,561 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

R S.  Thomson 
HETTON-LE-HOIiE— 
Population.  15.900 
Injector  of  Nuisances — 
J^hn  Harding 

HOUGHTON-LE-SPRING— 
Population,  9,910 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 

C.  M.  T.  Allport 
LEADGATB— 

Population,  .5,000 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
WDliam  Robson 
RYTON— 

Population.  13,450 
Iny>ector  of  Nuisances — 
John  P.  Dalton 
SEAHAM  HARBOUR— 
Population,  16,500 
Inspector  of  Nuisanoes — 
Francis  K.  Boaz 

SHILDON— 

Population,  13,721 
inspector  of  Nuisanoes — 
Middleton  Turnbull 
SODTHWICK-ON-WEARr- 
Popuhition.  13,939 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Walter  B.  Thomas 
SPENNYMOOR^ 

Population,  18,033 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
Arthur  Dowdell 
STANHOPE— 

Population,  2,026 
Inspector  of  Nuisanoes — 

J.  R.  Ridley 
STANLEY— 

PoDulal.ion.  25,000 
Iiiy>ector  of  Nuisanoes — 
James  Harris 
TANFIELD— 

Poiujlation.  10,500 
Inspector  of  Nuisances — 
R.  Heslop 
TOW  LAW— 

Population.  4,327 
Inspector  of  Nuieajioee — 
W.  Garraway 
WHIOKHAM— 

Population,  19,164 
Inspector  of  Nuisanoes — 
George  E.  Hopper 

WILLINGTON— 
Population.  8.839 
liisiK'ctor  of  Nuisances — 
John  H.  Gardner. 


PUBLIC  HKALTU  ACTS- 

-NOTICES 

SEUVKI) 

AND 

NUISANCES  ABATED. 

WATKR,  TOOD 

AND  PRUOS. 

PBROADTIONB  A8AIN8T 
INPBCTIOUB  DISEASE. 
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/ Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

1 Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 

1 Nuisances  abateo  after  Notice  

5 

1 

6 

448 

458 

611 

10 

5 

16 

5 

5 

4 

4 

128 

777 

589 

]'2 

3 

15 

04 

18 

21 

63 

92 

05 

9 

16 

33 

33 

51 

155 

34 

173 

22 

2 

22 

2 

"2 

1031 

1644 

1852 

1 

228 

578 

606 

4 

1 

( Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

25 

317 

18 

7 

•2' 

4 

14 

53 

13 

20 

32 

17 

24 

147 

2 

2 

2 

7 

2 

7 

2 

6 

499 

15 

281 

12(19 

81 

1189 

1 

34 

1 Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
Nuisancee  abated  after  Notice  

‘2 

25 

8 

317 

3 

IS 

2 

2 

4 

14 

53 

13  : 

20 

.30 

17 

24 

147 

2 
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( Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

1 Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
1 Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  

39 

64 

10 

31 

6 

27 

42 

63 

15 

83 

15 

8 

66 

<1 

75 

41 

9 

34 

461 

46 

507 

I2 

13 

70 

40 

5 

69 

1 

11 

31 
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27 

42 

22 

10 

43 

10 
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Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

33 
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18 

18 

60 

44 

5 

60 

8 
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1 

1 

127 
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5 

10 
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1 

36 
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1 Formal  Notices  bv  Order  of  Authority 

33 

41 

1 

3 

18 
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50 
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1 

1 

127 
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5 

10 
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r- 

( Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

1 Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 

1 Nuisances  abated  after  Notice  

j 

1 
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19 
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72 

72 
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5 

53 
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38 
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( Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

70 

67 

11 

5 

7 

95 

67 

17 

6 

102 

5 

38 
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1 

19 

2 
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Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 

1 Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  

70 

67 

11 

6 

"7 

95 

n 

1 

102 

5 

38 

27 

6U 

f- 

Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

2 

3 

13 

■s 

IS 

1 

2.3 

22 

1 

Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 

2 

14 

18 

17 

2 

) 

Nuisances  abated  after  Notice  

■ i 

Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

60 

15 

15 

2 

3 

"s 

8 

3 

6 

7 

2 

84 

l 

61 

53 

1 

Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
Nuisances  abated,  after  Notice  

60 
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10 
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2 

1 

1 

122 

)■ 

Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

32 

2 

's 

38 

! ^ 

2 

2 

64 

Formal  Notices  bv  Order  of  Authority 

J 

36 

* 

91 

s 

Nuisances  abated  after  Notice  

* 

Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

23 

266 

2 

2 

2 

168 

35 

26 

75 

12\ 

4 
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1 

0 

14 

3 

3 

2224 

169 

170 

0 

Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  

■23 

199 

10 

2 

7 

"2 
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30 

26 

88 

276 

4 

1272 

3 

16 

3 

3 

2451 
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Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

2 

19 

19 

II 

2 

200 

50 

50 

15 

60 

1 

58 
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i 

1 

240 

76 

2 

Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice 

2 

20 

19 

n 

2 
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47 

166 
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58 
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/■ 

Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
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31 

Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
Nuisances  abated  after  Notice  
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0 

80 
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4 

Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 

3 

"2 

6 
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12 
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10 

10 

50 

50 

78 
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89 

50 

.50 

3 

Nuisancee  abated  after  Notice  

f Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

2 

21 

1 

96 

3 

1 

35 

11 

44 

10 

224 

1 

216 

215 

4 

Formal  Notices  by  Order  ot  Authority 
Nuisances  abated  after  Notice  

2* 
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88 
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29 

11 
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44 

10 
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Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
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13 
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2 

38 

48 

Formal  Notices  bv  Order  of  Authority 

31 

i3 
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• _ 
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1 

C 

14 

22 

20 
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Nuisancee  abated  after  Notice  

4 

Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
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74 
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1 
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10 

2 

31 

1 

3 

14 
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17 

261 

1 

99 

107 
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Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
Nuisanofeo  abated  after  Notice  
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Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
Nuisancee  abated  after  Notice 
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Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
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Nuisances  abated  after  Notice  
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[ Informal  written  Notices  bv  Inspector 
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Formal  Notices  bv  Order  of  Authority 

1 Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  
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J 
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1 

30 

40 

2 

1 
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10 

33 

28 
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1 

2 

1 

184 

1 
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1 Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 

45 

13 

50 

2 

3 
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r 

1 Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  

.31 

7 

41 
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V 

( Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
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8 
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I f ormal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
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1 Nuisances  abated  after  Notice  
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( Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
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1 Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authority 
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Nuisances  abated  after  Notice 
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{ Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 

1 

62 

1 h'ormal  Notices  by  Order  of  Autnority 
^ Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  
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( Informal  written  Notices  by  Inspector 
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! Formal  Notices  bv  Order  of  Authority 

1 

10 

[ ... 

^ Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  
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! Informal  written  Ncticee  bv  Inspector 
j Formal  Notices  by  Order  of  Authorit- 
^ Nuisanoes  abated  after  Notice  
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